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The Cambridge PalmNAV Software is FREE and when loaded into a Compaq or 
Casio Palm computer coupled to any GPS NMEA data port, gives a touch 
screen image with full graphical and airspace capability 

Shown at the left is the airspace warning screen depicting: 

• Task Lasham - Bicester - Booker - Lasham, shown dotted with FAI sector 

• All airspace above FL80 is turned off and horizontal airspace warning set to 1km 
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From the 

Chairman 

WHAT ,\flAKES my second job - as I3 GA 
Chairman - interesting is the variety of issues 
w ith w hi ch I have been in vo lved. In the first 
four months as Chai rm an I hav - deillt with, or 
be 'n invo lved closely in, over 20 sign ificant 
poli cy, issues. This provides me with J wiele 
apprec iation of all that goes on in UK glid in g. 

This last week, il t the end of junf', I took a 
r st from policy and directed the Open Class 
National s Jnd 1 f)-Metre Champ ionshi ps at 
my home c lub (Cotswuld GC Aston Duwn). 
It has been 38 years since the Nati onals were 
held there. The weather was mostly d let
clown, as it ha s heen over 1l10st of the country 
so far this season, but we hJd grea t fun. 

Competition flying is often seen as the shop 
window of the spo rt, but from people I talk to 
ou tside the mov'ment the mOst common 
impression of gliding is from the club leve l of 
training ;:,nd circuits. Which is where we 
need to build on our image to ilttract and 
keep more memhers. I\oger Cuote hilS some
thing to say about this on I)Jge 12. 

V\lith the format ion of th e Marketing and 
COll1mun ica tions sub-committee, we have 
completed the study, started in1 998, of 
marketing and nlembersh ip. Now is the time 
for the BGA, and its member clubs, tu 
illlplen'lent the strategies that w ill increase 
membership overilll , to reverse the declining 
trend of the 19905. 

Recently, I wrote to club chairmen propos
ing an aud it certificate to i1 company annua l 
club returns of membership, fur the purpuse 
of ensuring cl ubs were trea ted equitably une 
w ith another. Th next stag it; to refinE' the 
membership ca tego ri es On which the SGA 
subscriptions are ca lcul ated, partly with the 
aim of making it more at tractive to clubs to 
rec l-uit younger people. 

These and many oth er str<llllis of thinkinR 
are being pulled together this summer and 
autumn in the BGA's new five-ye,l r Strategic 

David Roberts, BGA chairman. at Aston Down in June 

PIJn, whi ch I mentioned in june's 5&C. We 
have now set prov i sion~l l dates for two 
Chairmen's Cunfc-ren ces: one ,1t Lasham on 
October 28 ,lIld th e other at Pock lington on 
November 4, il t which consu ltation w illtJke 
place over the draft plan. 

As this issue goes to press I have been 
work ing with our Cha irmJn of the Airspa ce 
Com mitt C, Ca rr Withal I, to try to get sump 
changes to certa in clause in th ' Tr<l n port 
Bill being debated in the House of Lords. 
With th e help of some avi ati )il-minded 
members of that House two ilmendments 
have be'en tabled with the aim of ensuring 
that non-commercial avic1tion - including 
gliders - w ill continue to have access to Class 
D ilirspace under NATS' privatisation. 

The proposed new regulator of airspace, 
positioned in the public sector and indepen
dent of NATS, nJust in ou r view hilve the lega l 
powers necessary to back up his responsibi 1
iti es ,1S regards a -('SS to 'Ind the sharing of 
airspace for all users, nut just commerc ial or 
military interests. 

All told then, an ihteresting two Illonths. 
Next time you r ed itor w ill be chasing IllC for 
copy frOIll that gl iding paradise, the French 
Alps, where I hope I shall at laSi 5 e summer. 
David Roberts d.g.robertsl!iy/ineone.net 

Could you be a 
Regional Safety
Officer for gliding? 
PETE STRATTEN, who chairs the SGA 
Safety Committee, is looking for four or five 
vo lunteers frum across the UK to become 
BGA Regional Sofety Officers. You would 
need to be: 
• an experienced gliding instructor and 
superv isor (not necessari ly still instructing); 
• a current glider pilot with the tiltto dis
cuss safety issues with individua ls and club 
management cons tructi vely Jnd effec tively; 
• someone with some spare time but who I 
sti ll has a ti nger on glid in g's pu lse. 
"These posts," says P te, "may well su it the 
more mature p rson with sOllle time on 
their Innds. Th 'rc' are more than J few 
r tired ,md bold gl ider pilots out there wh 
havt. il weJlth of exper ience and h(!ve prob
ab ly seen it all beJore" . If you Jr£' interested 
but don't have the time now, Pete wou ld 
Jiso likE> to heC1r frorn you with a view to 
planning for the future. Please send expres
sions of interest to him c:lo th e BGA offi(; 
(see p3) or to 5IrJts.pcrcr~I)\firgin.net 

Photo competition 
THE RAeC Trust has launched its first major 
fundraising event: a national Photographic 
Competition 2000 in June. Prrzes include 
flights in a balloon, helicopter or 737 simulator. 
Money raised will hetp disadvantaged young 
people and preserve the Royal Aero Ctub's 
unique memorabilia collection. ProfeSSionals 
and amateurs can enter - the fee is £10 for 
adults and £5 for under-16s. The theme is 
"The exhilaration of flight". Details from: RAeC 
Trust Photographic Competition 2000, c/o 
BHPA, Old Schoolroom, Loughborough Road, 
Leicester LE4 5PJ; tel, 01162611322; fax, 
01162611323 ; email, events@bhpa.co. uk 
or visit www.royalaerOClub.orflltrust.hlm 

Plans for National PPL to make flying easier 

THE BASI C princ ipl es for a National Private 
Pilots Licen ce, which shou ld all ow pi lots to 
take' sa fely to the . kies more eas il y and 
cheaply, have h en proviSionally agreed wirh 
the (lviJ ti on in dustry, the Ct\A says. 

It has worked closely w ith industry bodies 
(including the British GlidingAssoc i,ltion) te 
develop the initial pruposal subm itted by the 
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association 
(AOPA) for a modified I icence for UK private 
flyers. Others parties to the talks are the 
Porulilr Fl y ing Associatil)n ,nd the British 
Micrnlight Aircraft Association. 

More detailed requirements w ill now be 
drawn up, to include looking dt how glider 
piluts might rnove across to the NPPL, and iln 

upgracle path for holders of the new li cence 
to the existing and continuing jAR-FCL PPL. 
Requi remen ts about other ratings such as fly
ing at night and in IMC w ill be studiecl later. 

The proposal will involve law changes 
ilnd so will be subjec t to government 
approva l, a full externa l consultation and a 
regu latory impact assessmen t. 

Th e rnain features of th e proposed new 
National Private Pilots Li cence (NPPl) ilre: 

• A reducti on in the basic ab initio sy llabus 
to some 30-32 hours (compa red w ith 45 
hours for the ex isting jAR-FCL PPL) 

• A proposed change in med ica l require
mehts - an NPPL holder would have to hold 
a certi fi cateoffitness from a GP, which would 

all ow a pilot to carry passengers or instrucl. If 
these stan dards could not be met, then solo 
fl yi ng would be allowed un Group 1 ca r driv
ing rnedical stdnclilrds. 

The basic li cence would normally b' 
restri cted to the flying of fixed undercarri age, 
fixed-pitch propeller ai rcraft of no l110re than 
four seats and w ith a maximum take uf 
we ight of up to 2,OOOkgs. A study group w ill 
also he looking at a 'differC'nces' tr;-tining 
requirement to cover retractable under ·.ar
riages, variab le-pitch propellers and possibly 
tai lwheel aircrilft, unless initi al train ing had 
been ca rri -'ci out on types w ith those charac
teri stics. Pilots would only be ab le to operate 
eluring the day in VMC, in UK il irspace only. 
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Awards for bravery 
SIX MEMBERS of 633 (Cost'o rci ) Vo lunteer 
Gliding School rece ived Commandant's 
COlllmC'nd<l tions for meritorious conduct fol
lowing the f,ltal chipmunk crash at the air
field. Rega rdl ess of the dil nger, they helped 
iire' and rescue tea ms to remove the pil o t ancl 
prevent a seri ous post-crash fire. Awards 
went to John Bullock, Robin Will ey, Barry 
Ca rtwright, Dunca n Braid, Nicho lils Harper 
il nci Paul Burton, 

TH ERE is increil sed parachuting activity at 
South Cer ney (SOC) Parachuting is notified 
t'O f'lri ze No rton beforehand and its status 
should be found before flying n ar th e air field 
by ca lling Brize Zone on 11 9.00 MHz, 

WE ARE sorry to report th 'dea th of Essex CC 
member GrCl hil m De O rfe in an acc ident il t 
Ridgew ell in June. The results of a post
mOrtem are awaited. 

DIG ITAL maps Jre not necessaril y as 
Jccurate <JS SGA turning pOint co-ordinJtes . 
Co-ordinates (OS Grid Jnd lat/long) from 
such maps mill' he slightl y d i fferent to the 
BGA list. BGA lil t/longs are based on the 
worldw ide W GS84 Geodeti Datulll 
mil ndatcd by th e ICC. If querying BGf\ 
fi gures, please look at a 1 :50,000 or more 
detailed O S map first, ,lnci use the' free 
NGRCl4 ,exe grid-to- l<lt/ l(Jng conversion at 
www,spsys.dem on. co.uk 

TH E SGA has written to c lub chil irmen with 
il vi ew tQ introdUCing audited membership 
fi gu res and revi ewing membership subscrip
ti on C(1 tegori ~'s . 
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Glider recovery 
system: tests 
for standards 
EXPERIMENTS to establi sh reilli sti c certifi
ca ti on standards for sa ilplane parachute 
recovery systems have been ca rri ed out for 
the Germ an ministry o f tril nsport 50 their 
c ivil av i<l ti on authority - th e l BA - can 
develop procedures, writes jochen Ewa ld. 

The urllll il nned tests, cond ucted by Prof 
W Qlf Roger, used J Mi stral C glider (left ) Qnce 
damaged beyond economic repair il nd now 
certifi ed as a " model aircrJft o f more th Jn 
20kg". It is th e world 's heolV iesl radio-con
tro lled model glider; and an aeromodeller's 
PI)l is required to fly it. Recovery systems 
lIsed in micro lights w ere install ed. 

The first tes ts show ed modifi ca ti ons might 
be needed to prevent the glider swaying 
under th e chute. In the second seri es Jt 
260km/h (\INc), the rocket-deployed chute 
hit and destroyed Ihe til ilpl ane, The resulting 
acceleration of 7g and dece leril ti on (when 
the chute Qpened) o f 109 broke otf a w ing; 
th remaining stru cture landed silfely. 

Lottery results 
Winners of the May draw were: 
CE Wick (first prize) £64.25 

Runners-up: 
o Manser £12 ,85 
A Thomas £12.85 
G Burton £12.85 
P Bolton £12.85 
T Salter £12 .85 

Winners of the June draw were: 
JA Cowie (first prize) £64.25 

Runners-up: 
RA Bickers £12.85 
RH Di xon £12 .85 
S Taylor £12 ,85 
B Cleugh £12.85 
SHill £12 .85 

Sub-committees 
THE CURRENT chairmen of British Gliding 
Association sub-committees are as follows: 

Max Bacon - Development Committee 
John Bradley - Technical Committee 
Ron Bridges . . 
- Competitions & Awards Committee 
Ian Godfrey 
- Marketing and Communications Committee 
David Roberts 
- Staff and Administration Committee 
- Strategic Planning and Finance 
Terry Slater- Instructors Committee 
Pete Straiten - Safety Committee 
Carr Withall - Airspace Committee 

SO THAT the next chairmen's conference is 
accessible to as many clubs as possible, two 
are provisionally planned for this autumn : on 
October 28 at Lasham Gliding Society, and 
November 4 at Wolds GC , Pocklington, An 
important topic for discussion will be the 
BGA's Strategic Plan for the next five years. 
Draft copies will be circulated to club 
chairmen in advance of the conferences, 

EX-UNIVERSITY pilots are invited to take 
part in the inter-university task week at 
Loughborough this summer. For details, 
contact Ed Foxon - edfoxon@hotmail.com 

HOWARD Torode is to represent the BGA at 
OSTIV and JAR 22 level. He has been cho
sen by the Executive in response to an invi
tation from OSTIV. The vacancies arose 
because of the death of Bill Scull. 

THE JAA's Flight Crew Licensing Sub
Committee has decided no further considera
tion will be given to "harmonising" glider pilot 
licensing in Europe, reports FAI Secretary 
General Max Bishop, so the present system of 
"mutual recognition" will continue indefinitely. 

THE COACHING operation is to move to Little 
Rissington in Oxfords hire in 2002, the BGA 
Executive has decided. Currently based at 
RAFGSA Bicester, it must move because the 
RAF is to stop using the airfield, The change 
is now scheduled for 2002, 

ANY GLIDER pilot can apply for awards 
from The Ted Lysakowski Memorial Trust , 
which cover cross-country and competition 
training in the UK, and mountain flying in 
Italy, Applications for 2001 should be made 
by the end of October 2000, Forms from your 
CFI , or George Metcalfe: 01489 578603 / 
george_metcalfe@uk.ibm.com 

THE BGA's technical committee has set up 
a group to review its Technical Exposition. An 
initial report is due in September. 

THE SALE of RD Aviation to Airplan Flight 
Equipment (AFE) Ltd went through in late 
June. The new Managing Director, Jeremy 
Pratt, wants to expand his business, which 
includes the CAA charts agency, into the 
gliding market . Existing staff and premises 
will remain. Dickie Feakes is now a part-time 
consultant to RD. 

THE MET Office is giving free access to 
TAFs and METARs for UK airfields oh its 
website: wwwmet-office.gov,uklaviation 

ATC CADETS in three Vigilant motorgliders 
are celebrating raising £350 ,000 in three 
years for charity with a Millennium Falcon 
Flight of more than 3,000nm to 26 UK 
airfields this July. 
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Your letters 

How good are your instructors? 

read with growing curiosity Graham 
Morris 's exce llent arti<.: le (How good are your 
in tructors? June-July, p22 ). ThE' stats are 
interesting as is Nympsfield 's regime and one 
has to agree th Jt the more current, solo flying 
an instruct.or does the better their hancliing 
(pupils hJve a right to expe t t.he bes t) . 

How ever, perhaps Grahd m could be per
suaded to wr ite another articl e explaining 
how it is done. Constructive information is 
needed . How, when and where are th ese solo 
hours achieved? Ther are those of us who 
need to know. "Vould he open hi s log 
book/diary for us? Does he overwinter in 
AustrJ li a? Does he live at the gliding club? 
Does he have a glider exclusively ava ilabl e? 
Does he have a job? 

Persona ll y, I have J problem balancing 
married life, children (and soon grand
children - w ell , it is an ageing sport), work 
and other interests. M y glider is laid up with 
a techni ca l problem and my club (Enston e) 
has di sintegril ted. The w ea ther is not " ood. 
My arms are tired with trying to push water 
uphill and I would greatl y <l pprec iate data 
with whi ch to compare my own medium
scor ing performance so it ca n be improved. 
Judging by the figures I am nOt alone. Come 
on, Graham, tell us how it's done! 
Greg Burton, STANOLAKE, Oxfordshire 

While I like much that is in S&C, there are 
sometim es ilrtic les that, for one reaSOn or 
another, are exception al. I think Graham's is 
in this cl ass beu lLIse it dea ls with an 
important issue that is rarely addrC' ssed and, 
to the best of my knowledge, presents facts 
that" are new to most people outside the 
Instructo rs Committee. The racts give weight 
to the arguments of CF ls trying to dea l with 
this issue. 
Simon MaCKintosh, EOMONOTON, Alberta 

I read w ith interes t Grah am M orri s' arti c le 
so much interest th at I read it rw icc . I then 
asked myse lf wh2lt planet th is man is on. I was 
an instructor from I 970-1986, Full Ca t for ten 
yea rs and CFI for four, so I think I ca n speak 
on the subject with iluthority. Graham 's 
arti c le fail ed beca use he did not ,15k WHY 
most instructors on ly just achieve th e mini
mum hours, then, having Jnswered that, offer 
suggest ions On how to change the situation. 

Your leiters are welcome. Please mark them "lor 

publication" and send to: Helen Evans, Editor. 

8&G, 6 Salop Close, Shrivenham, Swindon 

SN6 BEN or helen@sandg.dircon.co.uk 
Please keep them as concise as you can. and 

include al/ your contact details. Leiters do not 

represent the views of the aGA or the Editor 

As he did not ask th e que, tion I w ill , and try 
ro answer it. First, let's look atwhilt affec ts th 
number of hours an instru ctor ca n achieve in 
a yea r. The va st mJjority o f instructors instruct 
only at weekends and therefore the max i
mum number of dJys avail ab le to fl y is 106 
(excl uding B nk HolidJYsl. Having checked 
back over the la st three yea rs the, v rage 
number of fl ying days is 69, The nex t joh was 
to d ig out myoid log books and see what 
hours I achieved. From 1976 to 197B, the first 
peri od I did as CF I, th is is w hil t I found: aver
age number of days fl own, 27; average 
instructing hours, 18, represented by 133 
launches; and averagE' so lo hours, 24 . I 
wou ld have expected to do a lot bet ter. The 
other thing I found was the higher the 
instructing hours, the lower the so lo hours. 
The reverse also applied. I w ould have just 
achieved the new proposed hours. If one 
considers that I w as CFI ,ll th e time, and so 
do ing more instruct ing [han the o ther instruc
to rs, what chance did thev have to achieve 
wha t I did? Very littl e, I ~ould suggest. So 
Wr'IY su ~h a poor performance? There are 
four fac tors: 

1. The number o f flying clays: idec11l y, an 
instructor should be on duty one clay a fort
night giv ing a possible 26 duty days and 79 
for solo, but in rea lity thi s more likely to be 
18 instructing and 54 for solo . 

A scheme for retaining recruits to gliding 

OVER MY 30 years in gliding I have seen the their friends (cheap advert ising some may, under I 6 a rea listi c training p liln, with an 
dec lining numbers of new members - espe qu ite rightly, say). Unti l a studen t goes solo ach ievabl e gOJ I; pilots nt!<1 ri ng 16 proof o f 
ci all y youngsters - and poor retention r<ltes. he has no recognition of the skills he hcs their ,1hility; those w ho want to try glidinb, 
This is a very <l 1.:1I"m i ng trend. As a (u Il y-rated mastered. bu t not nece sari ly to go solo, an awa rd fo r 
instru ctor, PPL holder, ex-CFI, dinghy sa il Extra awards, in no way infringing the thei r effort s; encouragement during trai n i ng 
ing instructor who teaches Scouts and, last present BGA or CAA li cences, would be a to help retain members; cheap advertising; 
belt not least, father-of-two, I would like (0 proof of parti al comp letion of pre-so lo and ex tra income to the BGA. 
propose a system whi ch may help to reduce training. They would fit in very well w ith th e Furth rm or , if certificates were issued 
that dec line. present sy ll abus and might w ell reduce th through/endorsed by rhe BGA, schools and 

The Royal Yachting Associat ion (RYA) - number of new members who di sappear the Scout movement would be likely to 
the sa ili ng fraternit y'S eq uivalent of the BGA ufter a few launches . I would propose: accept them as proof of ability for badges, 
- has an awards scheme whi ch diifers from Basic Pilot Awarded on successful comple <1S they do RYA certifi ca tes . 
ours in that J\vards for dinghy sai ling ca n be ti on of the first seven lessons of the BGA sy l The junior RYI\ log books also contain an 
made 10 < Ily, with RYA endo rsement hut labus, all the upper air exercises taught by A4 pullout page which ca n be comp leted 
without RY;\ registrat ion. The RYA sell s the Bas ic Instructor. The assessment for th is and removed from th e logbook to b " 
senio r in structors pads of certificates, whi ch could be made by the BI , but the cer tifi ca te inc luded in a portfo lio of achievements on 
are issued to students for a nominal fee on issued by the CF I. Th is would also give Bls leaving schoo l. G liding has yet to take up 
successful compl etion o f tril ining. The first an eJ rly insight into ca rryi ng out check this opportun ity. 
awa rd ca n be made after one day's intensive flights. Finilll y, the RYA has log books whi ch are 
sa iling training although it would normally Advanced Pilot Award ed on successful a combination o f log book, instruction 
he after J weekend or two. The RYA also ompletion of the above p lus take-off and record carel, holder for ce rtifi ca tes and 
runs a Start Sailing scheme for teenage Jn d landing and c ircuit planning. Any launch guide to the va rious requirements. t\ sim il Jr 
be low members. method c uld be used (w inch or aerotow bonk for gl iding could be readil y produ ed 

The RYA zlwards arc purely an award to endmsement). Thi s lends itse lf to the ab ili and so ld : a little more glamourous than the 
prove, leve l o f competence and are not a ti es of Ass istant Instructors. BGA green book ;) ncl more interes ting to 
requirement to go sa iling. Solo Standard Pilot Awarded on successful look at th dn a standard logbook, espec iall y 

Most (young) peop le want instant gratifi pre-solo check with a suitably-experi enced for those who Me pre-so lo. 
cation these day and expect an award or instructor. This should be up to the standard In summary, I be li eve the gliding mov(' 
certifica te for taking part in any activity. The of J genuine pre-solo check, w ithout, of ment has little tu o ffer the younger club 
first une glider pilots can get is the A certifi  course, the solo if the student is under 16. members, and thi s scheme would help to 
cate, on first solo atl 6 or older. This pre M embers medica ll y unfit for so lo cou ld address that prob lem. I throw it op n to the 
cludes <l ny air-minded person under 16 also ga in recognition of thei r ski lls. BGA and the readers of S&C for cli scussion. 
from gaining a pi ece of paper t.o show to Such awards would give: budding pilots Wally Grout, CLEVELANOS GC 
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2. The number of instructors in the club: if 
a club has a large number of instructors the 
period between dury days will be greater - so 
less instructing hours but higher solo hours. 
The reverse also applies. 

3. The number of ab initios: ideally, an 
instructor has on average four ab initios each 
duty day, but in rea lity this is not the case. 
Most clubs struggle to get and keep the few 
they have (Enstone Eagles is a good exa mple). 

4. Personal commitments: not every 
instructor can spend every w eekend at his 
Iher club due to work or family commit
ments. /\!\any can only spend one day a week
end, reducing their number of flying days by 
so per cent. And they should not be 
penalised for that. 

Yes, Graham, it is in everyone's interest to 
ensure our instructors corne up to sc ratch but 
the answer is not to put up the minimum 
hours requirement. You cannot create more 
flying days than there arc, or pluck ah initios 
out of the air. So what is the answer? CFls. A 
good CFI should know his I her instructors 
intin1ately, their strengths and weaknesses (a 
Reg ional Examiner will not. ) He should fly 
with them on a regular basis, give instruction 
on their weak points and as a very last resort 
get rid of the very bad ones. 

When I was asked to becoille an instructor 
the CFI said: "John, remember that if you 
become an instructor your own personal fl y
ing wi II suffer. " He was right. So, CFls, when 
you select a person to become an inst ructor 
make sure that helshe is fully aware of the 
commitment and not just after free flying. 

Remember: instructors are the backbone 01 
the gliding movement. vVithout them there 
would be no movement or BGA. They give 
their time free and they work hard. What they 
need is help and support, not criticism and 
ever more obstacles to overcome. 
John Halford, WEYMOUTH, Dorset 

The recent article by Graham Morris has 
raised a few hackles, as expected. I have been 
asked if I agree with and endorse Graham's 
opinions, and the answer is: " Yes, I do - very 
firmly" . 

As with most skills, you can only be good 
at flying instruction if you practise it fre
quently, and your attitude is one of con tinu
ally seeking improvement. Becoming and 
remain ing a good instructor is not simply a 
matter of attending a BGA course, then car
ryin g out the minimum amount of flying to 
maintain the rating. Constant practice, read
ing of the BGA Instructors Manual and, per
haps most of all, a fiercely self-criti ca l 
attitude are vital. A useful exercise after each 
instru ctional fli ght, briefing or lecture is to 
ask yourself: " if I were the student, what 
would I have lea rned fro III the exercise?" All 
too often the answer is: " not very much," or 
even worse: "I don 't want to fly with that 
instructor again." Most instructors I ask: 
"When did you last read the manual?" can
not give a conv incing answer! 

I am often asked why the BGA insists on a 
solo flying requ irement to retain an instructor 
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rating. One reason is to try to ensure the 
instructor remains reasonably current in fly
ing practi ce themse lves, as I am quite certain 
an even bigger outcry would result if we 
demanded a minimum of 20hrs instruction 
per annum from all instructors. Another 
exce llent reason is to ensu re an instructor 
cannot stay current just hy spending students' 
Illoney! Generally, an instructor who consid
ers instructional flying as "free" is not a good 
instructor, as the attitude is wrong. 

So how much flying is sufficient? I will let 
your Instructors Committee be the judge of 
that, but I would like to leave you with a 
sobering thought: if you hild a teenager about 
to learn to drive, and knew the driving 
instructor was only required to teach five 
lessons and drive a total of 300 miles a yea r, 
how happy would you be? Or perhaps you 
would let" your wife or other loved one fly a 
trial lesson with a pilot who did less than 20 
flights in the last yea r? 
Terry Slater, CHAIRMAN, BCA Instructors 
Committee 

After reading How good are your instructors? 
I wonder whether you are trying to drive out 
instructors from doing a very good job pro
moting gliding, by yet again increasing the 
solo hours. Or are you trying to make it an 
elite sport where only ex-airline pilots clnd 
bank managers ca n afford to fly? Don't forget 
the instructors who can only afford to fly 
three times a week and fl y "I 950s gliders. 

I knmv your proposal is only a recommen
dation but we all know how eas il y recom
mendations become rul es. The majority of 
instructors haven't got a sackful of £20 notes 
to spend on ever-increas ing costs to maintain 
solo hours. I am a Basic Instructor at a flat site, 
with the Engl ish Channel and North Sea on 
three sides. Thermals are quickly erildicated 
by the sea breeze. I would love our site to 
have a ridge and good thermals - it wouldn't 
take so long to accumulate so lo hours. 

My solo hours are made up mostly from 
five-minute flights off a winch launch of 800
1,200ft. At this rate, 12 flights per hour at £6 
a launch amounts to £720 for 10hrs so lo 
time. Your proposal would double this cost to 
sat isfy the requirements to keep my rating 
curren t. One solution might be to visit 
another airfield to get some soaring flights. 
But for someone who has il fortnight 's hoi iday 
a year and family commitments, this 
becomes very difficult. I have just spent a 
week's holiday at a soaring site: fog and 
strong crosswinds every dily. Yet more money 
spent, time wasted, ilnd nothing to show for it! 

My time spent instructing for the year 
amounts to approximately 600 flights and 65 
hours, made up from one-day courses and 
trial fli ghts. For approximately 200 flights I 
have had hands-on all the timE', as the stu
dents do not wish to take control , and I 
helieve in not forcing the issue. I also think 
that my flying skill is increased as I talk the 
student through the flight. If I have hands-on 
throughout the flight, why can't I claim these 
flights as solo tim e? The student is not flying 

I am. They are just sitting there enjoying their 
first glider flight. 

You say that if cost is the milin factor in 
accumulating so lo hours, you are sympa
thetic, and that the number of instructors 
forced to leave the sport is minimal. I b lieve 
it is unacceptable for ilny instructor to be 
forced to leave through increases in cost to 
him/herself. They put in lots of time ,mel 
energy, often at a loss, and should be encour
aged, not dissuaded from instructing. 

I do appreC iate that irom your findings 
some instructors do il limited amount of 
instruction per yea r, but don't jeopardise the 
majority of us who do everything to meet our 
criteri a and promote the sport we love. I 
would hate to be forced to leave gliding 
through ever-i ncreasi ng costs. 
C Harwood, BROADSTAIRS, Kent 
Graham replies: the problems or cost and 
time are real, but the key point remains that 
significant proportion of instructors is inade
quate, and these usually report minifnll 
amounts ofsolo flying at renewal. The criticell 
responses to what I wrote dwell on instruc
tors' problems, but virtually ignore the 
pupil's point of view. It makes 110 ditference 
whether one's instructor is inadequate 
despite trying hard to maintain a standard or 
simply hasl1 't tried to. Either wa)~ you have an 
inadequate instructor. Should we continue to 
accept that inadequate instructors are 
allowed to continue indefinitely? Should we 
allow dn)' instructor to instruct regardless of 
standard? I think not. More solo flying will 
not cure all the problems, but it will help 
ta kle poor handling. IIJelieve instfUeling 
should he viewec/ as a privilege to c/o well, 
not a right to c/o poorly :> 

Diary dates 

July 
28-Aug 6 Vintage Glide 2000 (Tibenham) 
29-Aug 6 Regionals (Sutton Bank) 
29-Aug 13 Europeans, LQsse, Germany 

August 
5-13 Regionals (Nympsfietd) 
7-18 Regionals (Inter·Services, Bicester) 
14-Sept 1 Two-seater compo (Pocklington) 
19-29 Nationals (15 Metre) 

Lasham Gliding Society, Lasham 
19-29 Regionals (Lasham) 
19-29 Regionals (Dunstable) 
19-29 Regionals (Gransden Lodge) 
26·Sept 3 Championships (Juniors) 

Oxford GC, Weston on the Green 

September 
3·9 Regionals (Aboyne) 
7·10 Glider Aeroba/ic Nationals, Saltby 
9·10 Elliots of Newbury Rally (Lasham) 
16-17 Design your own aeroplane, RAeS 

Light Aviation Gp Conference, Bath 
University. RAeS Conference Office 
4 Hamilton PI , London W1 V aBO 

16- Oct 22 Octoberfest (Feshiebridge) 

Provisional aerobatic competition dates for 2001: 
Mar 31-Apr 1. Dan Smith Memorial Trophy, Dunstable 

. Sep 6 . Sep 9. Glider Aerobatic Nationals , Saltby 
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Your letters 


Middle-aged and balding? Watch out! 

A FEW WEEKS ago my husband, John, 
returned home after gliding red as a lob
ster.lt had been a hot and sunny weekend. 
When waving him off on a Friday or 
Saturday, I generally ask: "Have you got 
your hat and your sun cream?" Raising 
his eyes to heaven, he replies: "yes, dear". 
Somewhere between home and Bidford 
GC, where he is CFI, he seems to forget he 
has it. No doubt John -like any pilot - has 
far more pressing thoughts on his mind 
when he sees cumulus developing than 
finding his hat and sun block. 

As a Nurse Specialist for Marie Curie 
Cancer Care, though, I'm aware of the 
rapid increase of skin cancer. What 
prompted me to write this letter is the 
increasing number of middle-aged men 
with skin cancer on the crown of their 
head where they are going bald. It worries 
me to see so many people bare-headed on 
the airfield in the midday sun. Perhaps 
they have already applied sun block, but 
my experience suggests not... 

Do you know about Vampyrs? 
Please ca n anyone who has details of the 
Martens Vamp)' r, from Hannover, which fl ew 
in 1921, please get in touch with me at: 
32 Lyminster Ro'ad, Littlehampton, Wes t 
Sussex BN17 7LBlThank you. 
John Lee, LlTTLEHAMPl ON, West Sussex 

Cost of S&G 
Please wou ld someone at the SCA care to 
enlighten me as to why tht-· cover price of 
S&C is 30p more expensive, if I pay up front 
by subscription, than by buying it (a nd getting 
it deli vered free!) from my newsagent? 
AJ Padgett, ajpadgemllfineone.net 
Ian Codfre>~ who chairs the new SGA 
Marketing and (iJmmun ica liuns Committee 
responsible for S&C, has put this on its 
dgenl/a (or dis us.sion - Ed 

Images of turning pOints 
For a while now I have been trying to locate 
images of SCA waypoints (the new ICC ter
minology for turning points) on the web. A 
few clubs have images from commonly-used 
waypoints in their area, but there doesn't 
JPpear to be <Iny single collection of these 
images. A few sites prov ide links to images on 
other sites, but the usual result is a lot of 
searching ancllirtle success. 

So I have created a site for this purpose. S ) 
far it cont<lins on ly the fevv poor photographs 
I have taken myse lf, but other subscrihers can 
Jddtheir own. In this WJy I hope to build up 
a collection of up-to-c!Jte and high-quality 
images, perhJPs at different tirn ~' s f the yea r. 
About 20Mb of space is avai lJble, so I have 
limited Ihis site to th UK on ly Jnd it is nec 
essary to submit low-reso lution (cg jPEC) 
images. The ones I have upl oJded Jre in the 
30 to 50Kb range. 
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Skin cancer is now the second most 
common cancer in adults in the UK and the 
incidence is known to be rising among 
people whose skin is regularly exposed to 
the sun during outdoor sports. There are 
two main types. Malignant melanoma is 
particularly dangerous, most common if 
you have sensitive skin, work indoors dur
ing the year and then take a fortnight's hol
iday in the sun. It can spread rapidly via the 
lymphatic system or the bloodstream, 
though if diagnosed and treated promptly, 
the chances of survival are good. Non
melanoma skin cancer, far more common 
and generally curable, is thought to be 
linked with long-term exposure to the sun, 
often affecting people who work outdoors. 

Most melanomas start in normal skin, 
although approximately one third develop 
in moles. There is strong evidence that 
skin cancers are linked to excessive expo
sure of fair skins to ultraviolet radiation. 
Both cumUlative exposure over a pro
longed period and episodic intensive 

Your letters are welcome. Please keep 
them as concise as possible and include 
all your contact details, including fax, 
telephone and email if you have it. 
Letters do not represent the views of the 
BGA or of the Editor 

The site is available by joining the 
UKTurnpoints group, to be found Jt 
http://www.egroups.com/group/U KTumpoints 
and new images can be <l cldecl through the 
http://www. egroups.com/fi les/U KTurnpoi nts 
Ipagc. Individua l images can be selected ior 
viewing from this page or a drop down list at 
http://www. egroups.com/fi les/U KTurnpoi I1ts 
/tp lmageList.htm. 

Links to other sit 5 can also be defined on 
the li nks PJge. 
Malcolm Hodgson 
Ma/co/m. l.Hodgson @'Britishairways.com 

Look out for your glider 
I am writing fo ll owing a recent fi eld landing 
in the hope my experi ence may be a useful 
warning to other pilots. 

Hav ing landed my Sky l,lI'k 4 in a ploughed 
fielcln ea r Beckley radio mast (Oxfordshire), I 
went to the road to gu ide my crew. From there 
I couldn't see the gl ider, but went back to 
check it regularly. 

Imagine how I felt when I returned to find 
that the sciJl back bar had been removed and 
used to smash the cJnopy. My parachute had 
been deployed and laid on the mud, and the 
headrest was missing. My CPS, camera and 
instruments were untouched. 

I know it isn 't always possible, but if you 
ca n keep your gl ider in sight after an out
IJnding, I suggest you do so. 
Tony Hoskins, DIDCOT, Oxfordshire 

exposure are probably important, particu
larly if sufficient to cause sunburn. 

There are recognised risk factors 
including: fair-skinned people who burn 
easily and those with a history of severe 
sunburn; anyone spending frequent peri
ods of time outdoors; people with a large 
number of freckles or moles; young chil
dren and babies; and people who've pre
viously has skin cancer. 

So, what should you do? As with all can
cer, cure is not guaranteed, so prevention 
is the name of the game: wear adequate 
clothing and hats; apply an effective sun 
block (eg factor 15-20); and where possi
ble avoid unnecessary exposure between 
11 am and 3pm (yes, difficult for glider 
pilots - I know!) Lastly, any moles that 
change shape or colour, become bigger, 
itchy or inflamed, weep or bleed, must be 
checked by your GP. The warmth of sun on 
skin is a wonderful feeling. Just take care 
of it in the sun. 
Jane Watson, BIRMINGHAM, West Mids 

Website for tuggies 

Perhaps all the tug pilots in the gliding move

ment ought to have ,1 dedi ca ted webs ite for 

each of the types aerotowing in this country. 


We cou ld all supp ly information with 
regard to anyth ing we fi nd out of the ordi na I'y 
when doing the DI. 

Anything dangerous found on one aircraft 
might be spotted by a tug pilot, alerted by this 
web page, which , in a difficult-to-spot loca 
tion, he might just overlook or mi ss. After all, 
none of us is infallible. 

W ' could menti on that such a search for 
the not 0 obvious, lik missing split pins, fue l 
leaks, gauges not working, should be ca rri ed 
out with as much diligence as the pilot ca n 
muster. 

If not, they could end up like me - the sub
je t of an inc ident report in the last S&C. If the 
c ircumstances or the bit that fell off had been 
different (a milin whee l rather than the tail 
wheel asseillbly) this report would have heen 
ilbout a fatality. Mine. 
Tony Flannery, SELBY, North Yorks 

Winch hook for Standard Jantar? 
Help! Are there any Standard jant<Jr owners 
oul there with a win ch hook fitted? 
Our club has recentiv trall sferred to all all
winch operation an~1 as the compromise 
hook fitted does not seem suitab le for winch
ing, our synd icate 'a n't fly. 

VVe would he happy to trave l anywhere to 
exa illine any illstallation with a view to mod
ifying our aircraft. 

If you can help, pleJse contact me on 
awa l @)cdieseUreeserve,co. uk or 0121 . 23 
4647; at 3 Moor Hall Drive, Sutton Coldfi ' Id 
B75 6LP ur c/oNeeclwood Forest. 
Andrew Walsh, SUTTON COLDFIELD, 
West Midlands 
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SUMMER SPECIAL OFFER The New 
WHITE T SHIRT 

with new glider design BCiA Tie 
Medium, X large - £6.50 NAVY BLUE 

OR 
NAVY BLUE HERRINGBONE TIE 
HEAVYWEIGHT POLO SHIRT with glider

with discreet red glider design 
Large, X large - £19.00 & cloud 

BCA SPECIAL OFFER BUY BOTH design
T-SHIRTS FOR ONLt' 

£23.00 inc. p&p £7.50 
1'0: British Gliding ·\ssutialion. Klmherle} nouse. Vaughan WIt). leiccsltr, LEl-i.';' • 'I'd: 0] 16 ~S3H1'H • FIt\: 11116 ::!Sl'i9 9 • E-~fall. clIlIlI@glidin-.co.uk 

Send a chC4l1C for tile Iota! or compl Ie the follOWing to pay be credit card Item ISize j Price 
[ I I I I I I I I I I I I I I [ I I J~!~ I:· [ I I I 

-I 
Namc:.. 

Address: .. 

From towbar to push bar 
I may notbetheonly gliderpilotwhosometimes has difficulty in back
ing a glider trail er into a confined space, JS we have to do Jt Aquil a 
every time we fly. 

When I mentioned my problem to a friend who owns J body shop, 
he SJid: "Why clon ' t you put J bJr on the front of the ca r and push it 
in ? It's much easier." And he made me the little device shown (above). 

Like most curren t cars, mine has a towing eye behind a panel on the 
front bumper, and the "pushbar" simply slots on to it, Jnd is located 
by a bolt which drops in through a suitJbly drilled ho le in the bar. The 
thing can be fitted Jnd removed in seconds, and with it I can rifle my 
trailer into 'lny slot big enough to accommodate it in one easy move. 

Should you w'lnt a pushbar for you rself, CJII me on 0'1525237466 
and I will gladly put you in touch with the friend who made it. 
Victor Spencer, LEIGHTON BUZZARD, Beds 

Crop circles! 
Last year, Ci rcling north of Islip, Oxfordshire, I noticed some crop 
markings I had not previously seen (above). They didn 't look modern. 
As my son is studying archaeology Jnd the camera was mounted, a 
coup le of pi ctures whil e climbing did not distract m ' for very long. 
When the prints were developed my son suggested I contact the loca l 
archaeology group, who told me to tJke them to the Centre for 
Oxfordshire Studies. There, the County Sites and ,vlonuments Officer 
sa id they gave more detail then the ones they had taken and indica ted 
the site is more complex than they had realised. They Jsked for copies 
to be i ncl uded in their records and say they wou Idl ike to see any 10CJ I 
aerial photographs of crop markings that might be of interes t to 
il rchaeologists. 
Mike Moxon, ABINGDON, Oxon 

.. .. Tcl. 0. : ITotal £. 
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~ Develo ment news 

Does your club struggl,9 to keep new members? 

TH E LATEST BGA statist ics show a steadv 
decline in overall membership number;, 
amounting to some 17 per cent over the last 
ten years. The proport ion o f new members 
derived from tri al lessons is d isappo intingly 
small at 1-2 per cent - but of grea ter concern 
is the high rate of loss in newly recruited 
members and the large proporti on that gives 
up du ring in iti il l trai ning. 

Membership turnover va ri es eno rmously 
but averages about 15-20 per cent of to tal 
membershi p. The Project 2000 M embership 
and M arketing task force recognised that 
other countries - France, Ca nada and l\Jew 
Zea land, in p<1rti cu lar - have a similar prob
lem and need to improve the retention o f 
members, especiJll y new recruits. 

Retention must depend on customer ca re 
in bas ic terms of con tinu ing encouragem 'nt, 
gu ida nce and understand ing, good equip 
ment and fac il ities and shorteni ng the ca len
da r time to achieve solo fI ight. The BGA-w ide 
survey of w hy peop le leave the sport revea led 
the main (inter-linked) reasons are too little 

What do you think ... 
... of lowering the solo age? 
THERE appears to be w idespread suppo rt 
w ith in the gli d ing movement for reducing the 
minimum so lo age to 15 or even to 14. 

This is il lready an accept d pr, cti ce in 
some cont inenta l countri es and coul d have 
benefi ts in encou r<1g ing keen youngsters to 
become committed to gliding before. too 
ma ny other d istracti ons compete fo r th eir 
tillle. Perhaps Ihat Illight even help the 
retention rate. 

Suggestions have already been ma.de at 
ministerial level, since parli amenta ry 
approva l is requ ired. 

Is 14 a rea li sti c minimum solo age? Please 
let us have your views. 

Oxfordshire Sportflying Club 

The Premier 


Motor-gliding School 

* Intensive Courses, or by the hour for 

Self Launching Motor Glider PPL
* Bronze C Cross Country Endorsement and 

field landing checks 
* BGA SLMG Instructor Courses 
* Convert your Bronze/Silver badge to a 

Self-launching Motor-Glider PPL 
the current CAA dispensation has been 
extended to the end of 2000 

* Ab initio training ~~.~ 
* Trial lessons (:J\	' ~. . 
* Lessons from £55 ~ \""~ 

per hour , _. __ ' 
* RIT Examination Centre ~ / 

For details call on 01608 677208 
Open seven days a week 

or Freephone 0800 0561371 
www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk 

fl y ing ane! 100 I itt le perceived progress. This 
represents a huge wasted resource. 

To retain members, c lubs must do their best 
to ensure that trainees get a fa ir dea l enab ling 
them to make good progress in their fl y ing
and to know how well they are do ing. 
Suggested methods on improving training 
rates are: 

• M aintain a fa ir da il y fly ing li st and giw 
new p ilo t training all due pr iori ty 

• M ake every effort to maintain continuity 
o f instruc tor, w ith the des ignated instructor 
responsib le to the CFI for effi c ient, effective 
training and overall ca re o f their student(s) 

• Explore add iti onal methods o f training, 
such as using motorg liders for pa rt of the pre
so lo training 

• Ensure that comprehensive records are 
kep t, so that the student can see how he is 
doing and w hat he sti ll has to do 

• Even if very short of members, do not 
recru it more trainees than the c lub can train 
in a timely Illanner. 

• Prov ide spec ial tra ining aimed at famil 

... of Significant Areas for Sport? 
SPO RT England is promoting a new land use 
des ignati on for p lanning purposes on sport
ing si tes. If the ini tiative is successful , the des
ignation "SASP" w ill demand spec iil l 
consideration in determini ng planning dec i
si(JIls, silllilar to thai currentl y enjoyed by 
SSSI (S ites of Spec ial Scientifi c Interest) and 
AONB (Areas of O uts tandin g l\Jatural 
Bea uty). The purpose o f th e SASP desi gnation 
is to protect sporting sites from developmenl 
for non-sporl ing 1)LII-poses. 

App lied at a modest leve l, schoo l pl ay ing 
fields and community recreation grounds 
will be protected from res idential and indus
trial development. O n a la rger sca le, aero
d romes used for recrea ti ona l aviation w ill be 
afforded similar pro tection. Sport England 
has commissioned a fi rm of planning consul -

AUSTRALIA FOR GLIDING? 

BENALLA 
IN l:c'VF CUT IT ALL! 

A site so consisfently good Ihat it is ihe only place in Australia to 

have had a 1 OOOkm flight for each 01 the last 3 years. More than a 

dozen records broken here rast summer. Over 25 successful UK 


badge flights lrom BanaJla las! season. 


1I 1\'s 5 hours Or 1OQOkm Itlal's your aim then BanaJia is the place to 

do It. Need a help along? Then join one 01 our Cross Country or 


NovE~ courses. 

ThermBI Soaring - Paddock Landings - Photo Techniques 


Badge and Racing Tasks 

R eel now updaled to include 1528 x4. T6 1 C FaJ~.e. PW·5. Junior x2 . 

Hornet x2. Std Cirrus . Mosqui to. DG200. Nimbus 2C. DISCUS B. L58. 

LS8.f l B. lS6B. Ven tus 2C 18m rind Nimbus 40M (no t for solo hi re) 


Weekly packages available. 


Inexpensive an -So!te accommodation or nearby motels available. 

Easy travel from Melbourne or Sydney 


For details contact 

G raj Manager Flying Operations, Ar.drew Ward al: 


Gliding Club of Victoria 

PO Box 46, BENALLA. Vic 3672. Australia 

Tel : .61 357621058 • Fax .61 357625599 

Check our Website for lull details: 
www.home.Bone.net.au ibenalla~liding/ 

Email: gliding@benalla.nel.au 

BEl'\.\LL.\ - We've got It .\11' 

iarising the new entra nt w ith ground equi p
ment Jnd safe site operJtions 

• Ensure th at the work in operati ng the 
field is shared ou t amongst a ll members and 
not just expected from the pre-so lo trai ne s. 

• Foster their enthusiasm by making two
sea ter fli ghts ava ilable for cross- coun try and 
competiti on fl yi ng. 

• Most important of all , make them fee l 
we lcome ,md pa rt of the team. 

It is apprecia ted that some o f the above 
measures woul d involve expa nding the rol e 
and responsib iliti es of ins tructo rs at most 
g li d ing c lubs. However, if by introdu c ing 
them w e could save even one ill four of 
th ose w ho currently give up, then the BGA's 
membershi p probl em woul d be w ell 0 11 the 
way to a so luti on. After sa fety, the main aim 
o f c luhs shoul d he fo r every member to 
leave at the end of the day thinking: "That 
was good! How soon ca n I come back fo r 
Illore?" 
Roger Coote 
RCA Development Officer 

tants, w hich has recommended qualifying 
criteri a. A number of sporting sites, including 
some glid ing sites, have been examined in 
the light oj those cr iteri a. 

Even w here central government is 
demand ing the alloca ti on of more greenfield 
siles for hous ing, glid ing sil es w ith the SASP 
des ignation are less likely to be built over. 
Where a glid ing club owns its site, it is 
unlikely to app ly for pl anning perilli ss ion fo r 
industri al or res idential development. 
Converse ly, a land lord mi ght seek to oppose 
th e SASP deS ignat ion if it is perce ived as 
restri cting the development value of his land. 

Should we support SASP designations for 
glid ing sites? Your views w ill be grea tly 
appreciated. 
Send your comments to Roger Coute, BCA 
Development Officer, c/o the BCA otlice (see p3) 

CONVERT WITH US 

SLMGto PPL SILVER '(' SLMG COURSES 

(OURSES from (OURSES from from 

£495 £1320 £1000 
IAII pri(e! in( VAT and landing feel) 

THE REAL CONVERSION SPECIALISTS 
STOPPIESSI 

We clln now offer IT courses 

* Aircraft hire: Falke £40PH; (152 mPH; PA28 £80PH
* SLMG (ourses Available
* Farmhouse accommodalion 

can be arranged 

Oxford Airport or Hinton-in-th.·Hedges Airfield, Nr Banbury 

Tel. 01865370814 Tel. Mobile 0836 181421 or Ot295 812775 
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~News 


Rallying round at PFA 
Gliding was given a presence at the Popular 

Flying Associ ation Rally and Fly-In at 
CrJnfield in June thanks to the efforts of 
BGA Executive member Terry SI,lter (far 

right, with Laurie Woodage in the Scud) Jnd 
members of the Vintage Glider Club and 

London Gc. The SGA hau a stand next to 
the combined stall of the latter two 

organisations, and the sight of Laurie's Scud 
(formerly Mike Beach's) and the 

Association's Discus rigged next to each 
other attracted much attention. ThJnks to 

everyone who dropped in to help. 

Not a good time for climbing ladders 
IN A DISAPPOINTING first half of the soaring season, Open Ladder leader MikeYoung from 
Cambridge ignored the weather at the end of April to race around a 550km task at nearly 
1 04km/h (true, it was in a Nimbus 4, but they all count). Phil Jeffery in third place was seen 
using an ASW 22 - perhaps Big Wings can win ladders after all. Most clubs are reporting 
smaller tasks and lower scores than would normally be expected at this stage of the season. 
Final submissions I'or the 1999/2000 Ladder season should be provided as soon as possible 

LASHAM members and friends sent the 
balloon up to celebrClte the c lub's 50th 
anniversary. A weekend which was five 
years in th e planning attracted more than 
400 people to a gala dinner, where each 
table had its own model glider with balloon 
propulsion (above). 

Starting with a mass take-off of full-size 
hot air balloons and ending with a flying 
display from the club's vintage glider group, 
the event in on June 24/5 included scale 
model flying, real-time cross-country 
monitoring, stands and sideshows, and 
spectacular power and glider aerobatics. 

Members were heard at the dinner 
making assignations for the year 2050 ... 

Members and 
vice-chai rman 
of the BGA 
Executive 
Committee 
BGA Executive Committee members who haven't yet featured in S&G 's 
three-part series include: Mike Jordy (above) the newly-elected Vice 
Chairman of the Association, from The Soaring Centre; Ron Armitage 
(top row, middle), Channel GC; Dave Salmon (top right) , Derby & 
Lancashire GC; John Glossop (right), Cambridge GC; and Richard 
Wardell- Yerburgh (far right), Bath, Wiltshire and North Dorset GC. The 
other members, featured in the previous two issues ofS&G, are: Claire 
Emson (nee Thorne); Keith Mansell (Treasurer) ; David Roberts (BGA 
Chairman); Barry Rolfe (BGA Secretary); Malcolm Sanderson; Terry Slater 
(who also chairs the BGA Instructors Committee); and Lemmy Tanner 

after the end of September. 

OPEN LADDER 
Position Pilot 
1 MikeYoung 
2 Kevin Hook 
3 Phil Jeffery 
4 Steve Nutley 

WEEKEND LADDER 
Position Pilot 
1 Steve Nutley 
2 John Williams 
3 Kevin Hook 
4 John Wilton 

JUNIOR LADDER 
Position Pilot 
1 Richard Hood 
2 G,win Goudie 
3 James Clark 

John Bridge, National Ladder Steward 

Club Score Flights 
Cambridge 6269 3 
Scottish Gliding Centre 5823 4 
Cambridge 5614 4 
Scottish Gliding Centre 4871 4 

Club Score Flights 
Scottish Gliding Centre 4871 4 
Scottish Gliding Centre 4172 3 
Scottish Gliding Centre 3668 2 
Four Counties 3589 4 

Club Score Flights 
Four Counties 3131 4 
Scottish Gliding Centre 2394 3 
Cambridge 1639 2 
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C \(OfO 0 1111
~\i ross Couot(i St~ble Oo""ns 

• Bronze and Silver Courses 
• Lead and Follow Courses with John Jeffries 

• Instructor Training Courses 
We offer the most professional staff to get you airborne, with the best launching 
facilities anywhere in the country. 7 days a week, and no reciprocal membership 

charges. Our Pre-Solo Courses are the best you'll find, they'll give 
you a great leap forward when you need it most. _.-.-:::~~~Iiii 

- Directory 
- ContactsG iding Club 
- Automatic correspondence/e-mail (New) 
- Duty rota 
- Membership 
- Flying accounts 
- Finance management 
- Flight bookings 
- Flight log

The Ultimate Management System for Gliding Clubs - Flying courses scheduling and booking 
- Hangarage 
- Trailers and club spaces management 
- Lodging 
- Syndicate management 
- Remote on-line enquiries for membersGoGliding.CDm 
- Extensive report facilities

The mccling potrn for the gtidlng community 
- Internet integration I N w) 

Business SOftware Design and Development 

For more information about the Gliding Club Master Manager and to 

Churcilfleld House, 5 The Crescent, Cheadle, Stockport, SK8 iPS obtain your free, fully working evaluation version and manual, contact us 

Phone: 0161 428 2233 Fax: 0161 428 2333 Email: info@IdeaIMicrosystems.com or visit our website at: www.ldealMicrosystems.com 

Sailplane &Gliding 14 



gliding Insurance 
information contact number 

0207 618 6302 
e-mail: avn@tlclowes.com 

www.sailplanesel1lices.co.uk 

Offering outstanding workmanship, 

efficiency and service in: KOGER TARGEIT * All glass, kevlar, wood and metal repairs* *Modifications 
Motor glider engine approval

Sailplane Services 

*CofA renewals and general maintenance*Weighing, including accurate in flight C of 
G positioningBristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club 

Nympsfield, Nr Stonehouse * Re-finishing in all types of gel and paint 
Gloucestershire GL 10 3TX * Hard wax polishing*Competition sealing 

Tel: Workshop (01453) 860861 *Instrumentation systems
Home (01453) 860447 *BGA and PFA approved

Portable (0850) 769060 *Canopy perspex replacement 
- email roger@sailplaneservices.co .uk *Aircraft recovery 
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PLATYPUS 


On the prang-parity 

of pundits and peasants 


I HAVE COME to the (statistically unproved 
at this moment, but powerfully intuitive) 
conclusion that highly-experienced pilots 
have just as many accidents as the ordinary 
trags and probahly have mOre rea lly bad 
accidents. The Iist of champions at national 
and world level who have sadly written off 
enti re gl iders and, even more sadly, th ern 
selves, is too depressing to be ignored. 

There are two alternative explanations, 
one eXCitingly psychological and the other 
boringly statistical. The psychological expla
nation says that the better pilots are, the 
more risks they are willing to take, so the 
likelihood of a disaster is unchanged or 
even worse. It is they, not the low-hours 
pilots, who will try and cross that ridge into 
an unexplored valley, or soar that cliff, or 
plunge into that black cu-nim, or final glide 
at low speed over high trees, or declare 
Booker to Belgium or Bust (I've got the 
alliteration bug today, I fea r). 

The boringly statistical argument is th at 
pilot A, who flies four times more hours or 
launches than pi lot B, may be a lot sJfer per 
hour or per launch but pilot A's far greater 
quantity of flying numerically outweighs his 
greJter skill. So if pilot A is two or three 
times as saie per hour or per launch as B, he 

an unexplored valley 
is still more likely to have a crash, since he 
puts himself at risk four times as often. 

What shocks me is the possibility that the 
statisti ca l and psychological arguments are 
both valid, and that they are multiplicative. 
High-hours pilot A, even without a trace of 
clctre-devilry and flying as safely as possible, 
is alreauy more likely to have a ding than 
low-hours pi lot B, by heer force of the laws 
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of chance. Now compound that with the 
competitive urge; or with a consuming 
desire for recol'ds and badges; or with wild, 
Magellanic curiosity about far-distant 
deserts, mountains and oceans. Well , it's 
inevitable, isn't it? 

The odd thing is that the more hours you 
fly, contests you have won, or badges and 
diplomas you can display, the more generous 
the insurance compani es are to you in their 
quotes. Do the underwriters rea lly know 
what they are doing? 

Plat, there's a very ugly mob heading this 
way - Ed. 

Insurance brokers? 
No, much uglier: high-hours pilots 

covered in diamonds, wielding large silver 
trophies like mediaeval maces - Ed. 

Well, just give them drinks while I climb 
out the back window. I've suddenly 
remembered an urgent appOintment a long 
way off, like Minden ... 

Bright-eyed, bushy-tailed 
and raring to go? No? 

We have all experi enced the t dreary inability 
to do anything very useful for days after a 
long distance air journey. I have read and 
heard a fair amount of unconvincing stuff 
about jetlag frum supposed experts, and 
hav even bought books with elaborate 
diets and instructions on what are the best 
times oi day to rake off, which direction to 
fly and what to do to mitigate the eifect, 
afterwctrds. 

Here is my theory about the cause and 
cure of jetlag. 

First, the ca use of jet lag has nothing to do 
with flying east or west. It has chiefly to do 
with having your eating and sleeping times 
totally messed about, but also to do with 
what faces you when you land. 

Secondl y the cure for jetlag is adrenaline, 
the long word for which is exc itement, and 
the short word for which is fear. 

I jetted to New Zea land fwm England at 
Christmastide in 1997. Three separate air 
journeys to get to Christchurch, followed by 
a three-hour solo drive in a rented car, 
should be enough to lay the youngest of us 
quite flat for days. However the scenery was 
so fresh and brilliant, and rheWills' 
hospitality sO warm, that the next day this 
grey-haired geezer was ready for a day at 

the races, backing horses that he has never 
managed to interview in person, with th e 
inevitable results. The following day, less 
than 48 hours after arriving in Nevv 
Zealand, I soared 300km through the 
mountains (I mean through, not over) in a 
sailplane I had never flown beiore, the 
lovely and surprisingly strong (<1S it much 
later turned out) ASW- "17. However I did 
have justin \lVills in his Libell as a guide, 
which reduced the stress to manageable 
proportions. 

just to prove this was no fluke, I repea ted 
the experience d year later - which is 
where th e "surprisingly strong" bit comes in. 
"jNlag, what's that?" I said each time. 

The terror of Topaz 
A more dramatic demonstration of my 
patent cLire for jetlag might be the day 
when, only 16 hours after arriving from 
London, I sat down in the passenger sea t of 
the janus C at Minden, expecting to do 
nothing Illore strenuous than watch the 
Sierras slide by underneath. Howeve r, the 
fabl ed Nevada weilther was uncooperative, 
and within less than two hours we were 
forced down near Topaz Lake at a dirt airport, 
known to pilots asTopaz International. (This 
title is purely ironica l, as is clear as soon as 
you get within a mile of the place). In 1995 
an ASH 25 had been wrecked 

through, not over 
landing there: nobody had cut the bushes 
that spring rains had encouraged to burgeon 
Ztlongside the narrow east-west "runway" 
and the ASH 25 pilot had been excessively 
keen to land directly into the west wind th at 
so often howls oif th e Sierras. A costly 
ca rtwheel resulted as the bushes seized a 
wing. Ivly pilot did not make that mistake 
and executed a p 'rfect landing on the 
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longer and slightly wider bit of north-south 
dirt. However when th e tug ilrrived, my 
partner, who had very few hours in the 
Janus and high -performance lwo-seaters, 
said firmly: " I got you into this place; now 
you ca n get us· out of here." 

He had good cause: rega rdless of wind 
direction we had to take off southwards 
down the slope (I forgot lo mention that for 
flatness of terrain, Topaz Intern ational 
makes Dunstable look I ike Heathrow) but 
this meant going between tall trees on the 
left and a farmhouse on the right, with an 
increas ingly narrow path through the scrub 
further down if you avoided the first two 
items. By now you can imagine I was wide 

out ofposition 

awake despite an eight-hour time difference 
with Hammersmith. 

You really needed to be airborne before 
you got to the point where the scrubby 
bushes started to hold hands. Thi s prospect 
was diminished by the fact that th e wind 
was now north-easterly. The mathematicians 
amongst you have worked ou t that this 
mea nt a cross-tailwind, with a tendency to 
weathercock into the trees that would have 
to be watched. That WJS my nex t 
misapprehension: I would not be ab le to 
watch anything, neither trees, nor farm 
house, nor scrub. Not even thl' tug could be 
watched, for as soon as the engine fired up 
the enti re scene and much of the cockpit 
interior was enveloped in brown dust. I 
remembered the Australi an say ing about 
taking off in dry and desert parts: " If you can 
see the tug you're ou t of position." 

For an age - say 12 seconds - I followed 
the string unti l the tug staggered off the 
ground and suddenly I could see it in full, 
roarin g flight, more or less in frunt, while 

the snubby bushes clawed at the air 
beneath us, frustrated of their prey. Trees, 
house and jetlag had all vanished behind 
me; I was on local time from the moment 
the line went taut. 

I have recently been told that Minden 
pilots can land at Topaz International in an 
emergency, but now they must be retri eved 
by road. A tug will not be sent. Dear me, 
I hope I had nothing to do with that. 

Scientific method 
Notwithstanding the force of these personal 
anecdotes, the argument over jet lag's causes 
and cures will only be settled by controlled 
experiments. Enormously expensive tests 
are best: it then becomes the sort of trial that 
governments and fou ndations, egged on by 
academics, pour grant money into. 

You take five groups of people matched 
by age, sex and general fitn ess. The first lot 
you fl y economy class to somewhere eight 
hours west; the second group you fly eight 
hours east; the third lot stay at home, but 
have to sit around an d read magazines and 
watch TV whil e someone else cooks for 
them. Finally the last, and two most 
important, groups don 't go anywhere at all , 
but spend several days in sealed capsules 
on the ground. They are made to hang about 
a lot, then sit in a mock-up cabi n with 
reduced air pressure, fed the usual airline 
food and watch movies on tiny screens. The 
"daylight" outside is manipulated to simulate 
trave lling west and east respectively. 
Mea ltimes follow the usual pattern of airline 
feeding, ie no pattern at all so far as the 
victims' stomachs can tell. 

When they emerge from the mock-up 
airliner into a mock-up airport and mock-up 
town, the lighting is manipulated by the 
experimenters to looks like morning, 
midday, even ing or midnight. 

M y theory is that these last two groups, 
who never leave the ground, wi II genera Ily 
feel lousy for days afterwards. The ability of 
al l to perform simp le tests, like cou nting 
how much change they get from a waiter or 
look ing in the ri ght direction when stepping 
off the pavement into busy traffiC, is 
carefully measured. There might just be 
some variance between the groups who 
ac tually fl y respectively eastwa rds and west
wards, but I expect they would respond in 

much the same way as those imprisoned in 
the stil ti c capsules. 

The nex t set of tests is much more fun. 
A test group and a control group are flown 
across the Atlantic in d 767 or a 777. 
Suddenly the pilot of the test group 
announces an emergency: one engine has 
quit and he isn't too happy about the other. 
Passengers are given the full splashdown 
drill , stro ng swimmers and the medicall y
trained ore asked to volunteer for special 
duties; the pilot then takes the plane low 
over the ocean so thdt everybody ca n 
contemplate a watery grave. Of course, the 
"problem" is fixed, the engines both roar 
back into life and all is v II W hen the 
passengers arrive their state n ' vdkefulness 
is then compared with that of the control 
group. My bet is that their alertness w ill be 
very high, apart from those who have 
succumbed to fatal heil rt attacks in the 
ca use of science. The most dangerous part 
of this experiment is if you are the pilot and 
you are anywhere to be found when the 
guinea pigs discover they have been used. 
The pursuit of knowledge does not move 
some people so much JS it does me, and we 
must allow for an element of sense-of
humour failure, of which you find a 
distressing amount at big air terminal s, even 
without deliberately teasing the customers. 

Novelty, beauty and a st imulating 
chall enge, therefore, are powerful 
correctives to the bleah-fee ling of jellag. 
Contrast these lag-dispellers with lag
inducers, like coming back in the drizzle at 
6am to a musty house in London after a 
wonderful trip abroad. Here the returning 
trave ller has to shoulder-charge the front 
door, which is more or less wedged shut hy 
a pile of unpaid bills, tax demands and 
forms that should have been filled in and 
returned, under dire penalty, just one day 
a fter you depa rted. 

That happened to me all of three weeks 
ago and Lord, I still feel utterly tired . 

mdbird @ldircon.co.uk 

The Platypus Papers: fifty years ofpowerless 
pilotage (hardback. 12"xB.5", 160 pages , 
1 00 cartoons) costs £19.95 plus £3.50 p&p from 
www.hikoki.dircon.co.uk- tel 01964 624223, 
email hikoki@dircon.co.uk \ . 
and from the BGA shop (see page 43) ~ 

~evynn international 

Sole European Distributors for Willans Aircraft Safety Harnesses &Sole UK agents for 


SN Centrair Gliders & Spares 


Due to de-stocking 25% DISCOUNT OFF MOST OF OUR CLOTHING (while stocks last) 

We are delighted to announce that we now stock JSW CALCULATORS 

36 Southpark Avenue, Mansfield, Notts. NG 18 4PL· Tel 01623 430563. Fax 01623 430564 • Email: sales®nevynn.co.uk. Website: www.nevynn.co.uk 
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LESS CASH, MORE FUN 


Back to basics
AVIA STROITEL 

Tired of waiting forever 
and paying high prices? 
Call 01432 851886 

Ian Dunkley of Derby & Lanes GC 
argues the case for cheaper, more 
fun flying... who could disagree? 

Try to imagine how you would fee l. 
Th ere is an altern ative to the increas ing 

Olympia 2b. jllst restored. radio and full 

instruments. open trailer. new C of A: 


£ 1,900 


REALLY, it's a pity I have to expand on 
this opening, for th ese two adverts 
surely tell you something is wrong. 

Are w e surprised that more young people 
don 't glide, when we can happi Iy pay more 
for one instrumentthan for an aircraft ready 
to fl y? O K: I admit the Ol ympia costs more, 
but I know of a K- 8 which went for less than 
£'1 ,000, and a Swall ow at £400. So, for a 
mere £511 more you could get a complete 
fl y ing outfit - and you wouldn't need the 
" incomparab le LNAV v5,?" if you had the 
skill or judgment. 

Now thi s is going to be difficul t. I want 
you to read thi s, not from the point of view 
of a keen, convinced, obsess ive, ex ist ing, 
and generall y o lder pilot, but from that of 
someone thinking of taking up gliding tuday, 

spiral of cost, brought down recently only 
by the hi gh va lue of the pound , Forget 
modern glass for a whil e Jnd look at old 
wood or pl astic. As I have now reached the 
age when, in my youth, I would have given 
me my sea t on the bus, I ca n hear the shouts 
of: "he would say that, wouldn 't he?" So, for 
the record, I would like to make it clea r that 
I am not anti-glass, I uwn one, instruct in 
them and if I won the lottery would buy the 
bigges t Nimbus self-launcher I could fit on 
Ca mphill, site covenant allowing, There is a 
pl ace for glass: in competiti ons (J minority 
interest); for cross-countries; on mJrginal 
days or for pilots of marg inal ab ility; and of 
course badge hunting, But we need to keep 
a balance, and anyway a rea l pilo t should 
be just at home in a GrunJU as an ASH 2S, 
Which is eas iest to fl y cross-country? 

What I cannut accept is that the pressure 
of glass is such that new p i lots CJnnot wa it 
to get into it, Jnd thi s, I am sure, deters 
many recruits, It seems almost a maller of 
pride, w hen asked: " How much does a 
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Left: let's change direction ,,, Above: SG38 flymg at the Wasserkuppe, Germany The heritage bandwagon makes vintage gliding marketable, says Fauvel owner Ian 

glider cost?" to indicate the biggest and 
glossiest ilnd say: "That one over th ere costs 
iso,ooo", Seldom is the T-31 or the Oly 
pointed ou t, il nd if it is, derogiltory remilrks 
about the aircraft and the nutters who fl y 
them are not far behind, 

How did gliding begin? Lunil ti cs jumping 
off s':lIld dunes and, eventuall y, hills in 
flimsy ilnd relil ti vely cheilp aircraft. What 
does the fastest-growing flying activity today 
invo lve? Lunatics jumping off hill s (they 
hilve progressed beyond sand dunes) in 
flimsy and relative ly cheap aircrafl. Who's 
got it right? 

Ignori ng cost, if you were 20 or so, where 
woult.! you fee l more at home: amongst il n 
increasi ngly geriatric bu nch of re lat ively 
well-off glider pilots, or on a hill doing your 
own thing, Mid off to the pub or hosp ital 
afterwards? I know w hilt I would have done, 
Even the BBC brought in you ng extras for a 
club scene il t Camphill , our members being 
too old to be believilble, 

I have tri ed hang-g liding il nd I can tell you 
that the initi al two days Me a diHn site more 
fun than the first two days at a gliding site, 
cowpats notwithstandi ng, (Fa ilure to lower 
your glider's undercarri age is 
embil rrass ing, failure in a hang-glider means 
you have to be ready to shut your mouth 
ver>' quickly.) I am sure that when I try 
paragliding later this yea r I will aga in ques
tion whether a high-va lue fleet of 
gliders is the onl y way to go, particularl y 
with hang-gliders of 20: '1 performance 

joining us in thermals and on ridges . 
I\JOW let us cons ider why we have glass 

gl iders. Sure, they offer designers more 
accurate profiles, but even more importan t 
they offer the promise of a less labou r/sk ill 
intensive production and economies of 
sca le; a Wily to win competiti ons; and are 
generall y pleasant and easy to fl y, Trouble is, 
we often offer only the high-cost route. 

Why do Lasham and Booker have more 
wooden two-seaters in thei r club fleets than 
glass? Because they are such good va lue, 
that's why. (If thilt isn't the reason, w ill 
Lasham and Booker please keep quiet until 
I have finished?) 

'When did you last fly from 
a non-airfield".' 

That's not all, wooden gliders go bilck to 
days when gliding was more fun, involved 
younger people and fam ili es - when clubs 
went on reill gliding expeditions, not just 
the annual trek to Scotland. When did you 
last fl y from il non-airfield? Why don't you? 
BeG1USe your aircrait il re often not suitab le; 
or beca use you don 't know the fu n that's 
involvecl. Have we all forgotten how the 
Cambridge club used to throw Olympias 
ofi the Great Orme, often into the sea? Now 
that was fun, 

Why is it that we consider it quite norma l 
to spend megil sums - I am not that out of 
date - on glass, and ignore aircrilft thilt hilve 

flown in, or won, world championsh ips? Is it 
beciluse they are not modern look ing, 
arguilbly not ilS eilsy to fly, Cilnnot rush 
round 1 OOkm, and do not enable less than 
sk illed pilots to do good, creditable cross
countries? True, a few pilots are doing much 
iaster or longer fli ghts, getting badges 
quicker, but are the majority doing that 
much better, or having more fun, than their 
predecessors? Many world championships 
were won by gliders that today you can sti ll 
buy at a fraction of their original va lue. 

Let us turn back the c lock to the '1 950s or 
1960s. British gl iders were the backbone of 
our clubs, al though K-6s were making 
inroads. Swallows il nd Olympias were the 
first cross-country machine in some clubs, 
and Swallows were even given as prizes to 
clubs with promising young pilots. Club 
caravan sites were occupied by cheap old 
tourers housing, not pilots making cups of 
tea, but young famili es who actuil il y stayed 
overni ght. Cross-countries were iun and 
every pilot had their favourite retri eve story. 
Did you know that between 1946 and 1 ~'i7 
over 53 fli ghts of 300klll were flown in 
wood, and on one day alone in 1958, three 
gliders - a Skylark 3, a Skylark 2, and (I 
quote from the S&G of June 1958) an "old
fashioned Gull '1" brought the totil l to 56? 
Where would we sta nd today? If they could 
do it, why ca n't you? How about a 19505
sty le competi ti on, gl iders from that era 
doing 1950s tasks? Thilt will put the fun 
back into glid ing. Interested, then let me "> 

Revealed: one vintage glider group's guUty secret 

When researching this article (ie, sitting on 
the toilet leafing through old S&Gs), I found a 
1970s letter from Wally Kahn making the 
point that gliding was getting too expensive. 
Slingsby's promptly accepted the challenge 
and offered to build an unflapped Kestrel at a 
budget price "if anyone was interested". 
Apparently they were not, proving that the rot 
set in many years ago. Still got the Stemme, 
Wally? Which brings me to a bit of inside 
information: the Lasham Vintage Group are 
alleged to have bought an L-S8 - what do you 

Weihe BNC, originally Paul MacCready's of speed· to· make of that? Traitors, or getting the most 

fly fame. is owned by Keith Green. who also has ... out of their flying? I think the latter. 


August - September 2000 

... a share in the "vintage " (well, new in 1999) LS·8, 
CB, owned by a syndicate of Lasham VGC members 
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LESS CASH, MORE FUN 

"> know ,md C<1 mphill would organise it, an 
offer that will probably get me into hot water 
with th e committee again. 

In power flying, pilots who fly old aircraft 
are looked up to ("You have to be good to fly 
<1 Tiger") but not in gliding, where we are 
seen as cranks. Which leads me straight to 
the members of the Vintage Glider Club 
(VGC) , BOO-odd cranks in 35 countries, all 
with an interest in old gliders. Some own 
only old gl iders, other have glass and wood, 
some have three Diamonds, others fly, or 
have flown, in world championships ... What 
they all have in common is a real love of fly
ing and not just achievement, although you 
can have both. If that makes them and me 
cranks then I am pleased to be one. 

VVe have now reached the point when I 
back off a bit and say this is not intended to 
be a well-researched factual article, but my 
opinion supported by whatever facts back 
up my case. This means there is pl enty of 
room for argument, which I look forward to 
with interest. I haven't had time or patience 
to conduct an exhaustive survey of prices: 
just enough, as you'd expect, to prove my 
point that gliding is much more expensive 
than it used to be. At this point I should 
thank Karen Mclean and Ralph Jones fm 
giving me prices, both old and new, which I 
will use to say we are spending too much 
'>vith them. There's 
gratitude fm you. I\JOW, 

have the older aircraft in their fl ee ts, rely on 
the work members do, and have flyin g rates 
that reflect this.) What could clubs do? First, 
helVe <1n accounting system that shows the 
tru e costs of their operations so that "what 
if" studies can be made on cost implications. 
Here are just a few ideas. Include older 
airc raft in the fl eet and charge a flying rate 
that reflects the lower capital and running 
cost. Instead of a pure launch fee, except for 
private owners, revise the launch ch ;uge and 
include a maximum flying time - after all, 
it costs nothing to keep them in the air 

perhaps with a penalty, too. 
If that results in an increase in utilisation 

but loss of revenue from the glass gl iders 
then the answer is obvious: replace them. 
OffE.~ r new mernbers the opportunity to learn 
to fly in vintage gliders, get the wind in their 
hair, join the "heritage" bandwagon. You can 
always convert them to glass later. 

How can private owners be encouraged to 
buy wood/old plastiC? First, by example, let 
them see the value and fun. Here the VCC 
member rnust come out of the woodwork 
and preach, instead of being embarrassed. 
However, again the lead must corne frorn 
the clubs by encouraging glass syndicates 
and owners to add a wood glider. The 
advantag-e to the cl ub is increased launch 
incorne from the syndicate. As far as I arn 
aware, only Dunstable has a poli cy of not 

charging for a second 
I could give you a two 'Who is having more fun, gl ider tra i ler space, 
page table as riveting whilst at another large and better parties?'
as two pages of comps 

results which don't include your own name, 

but I won't. Instead I will pick out exampl es, 

adjusted to include instruments and trailers. 


In 1960 a new Olympi a 2b cost £1,000, 
whilst a new Olympia 419, a hot ship, cost 
£1,700. Secondhand, a Kite 2a was £625 
and an OIl' 2b was available at £775. 

In 2000, a DG 303, an Ulympia 2b 
replacement, is 130,000 and a Ventus 2C at 
£52,500 replaces th e OIl' 419. Secondhand? 
How about an Oly 2b at £2,000 or a K-6o z 
at £S,OOD? Standardised using the cost of a 
mars bar as a yardsti ck (a method devised by 
an economist with a dietary problem), if you 
buy second-hand, the cost of an airworthy 
glider is a quarter of what it W,lS in 1960, but 
of course it's older, whilst a modern one will 
be up to three times what it was in 1960. 

So what can we do? Manufacturers will 
not, of course, reduce their prices. It is not 
econornical to try to build J glass Olyrnpia, 
and in any event they have a rnarket willing 
to pay th e necessary price. l\Jothing will 
happen unless we tJke advantJge of th e 
ready supply of older gl iders that represent 
extremely good value and fun flying. Go to 
one of th e many vintage ,md classic glider 
rallies thJt take place throughout the 
soaring season. Cornpare the atmosphere 
with a competition, and ask yourself: "Who 
is having rnore fun, Jnc\ better parties?" 

Any change must involve what amounts to 
two-strearn gliding, low cost and the current 
high cost. Th e lead rnust come from the 
clubs. (Many srnall er clubs do,of course, 

club, charging for 
additional trailers at the standard rilte hilS 
led to old gliders being put on the market. 
This must happen at other clubs, or stop a 
second aircraft being bought. Another "what 
if": replace the trail er space rent with an 
ilnnual private member's fee - evel'y owner 
or syndicate rnernber pays the sarne rate, 
irrespective of the number of aircraft they or 
their syndicate own. The surns are ea sy to 
do, and how Illuch rnore does an additional 
trail er cost th e club? The club benefits frorn 
an increase in launch income because pilots 
have a second gl ider to fly. 

So there it is. Carryon as we are and 
gliding will become even more expensive, 
less attractive to the young - the preserve of 
the old, rich and dying out. Encourage the 
flying of our "old" stock, our heritage, with 
our other operations: J miHketable concept. 
Make flying fun again, and above all make it 
affordable, not becJuse the youngsters 
hilVen't got the money but because they 
have lots of other things to spend it on. 

I now wait for the co rnments of: "what a 
load of rubbish," "it's not realistic," "it could 
never happen here," "you can't turn the 
clock back" ... followed by furth el'letters in 
S&C bemoaning the redu ction in members, 
and increasing charges to compensate for 
reduced activity. So, VGC members, get out 
there ane! preach. Must go, I have a Fauvel 
AV3 6 to complete rebuilding, a T-21 to help 
with, and a N imbus 2 (glass but old) to fly, 
plus instructing and coaching. I enjoy 
my gliding: it's fun. ~ 

YOUR MAGAZINE 


\,, 1. I. ;.; " . L 

Gillian Bryce-Smith, S&G's editor 
for a quarter of a century, recalls 
her time in the job and and asks 
why it inspired such dedication 

FOR ALL OF eight years I loathed S&C 
and dreaded its appearance. It was a 
competitor tor my husband's attention 

Jnd always the winner. I couldn't see why 
this 5111,111, heavily-packed magazine had to 
be read frolll cover to cover, whatever th e 
co ntent of the articles, and lovinoly fil ed 
away for frequent reference. 

Th en ca me the opportunity to be its editor 
and I looked at it rather differently. It's a 
fact of life that journalists want to be editors, 
whatever the subject. At least I had a love of 
flyin g - shared by most of Illy generation 
- and had spent enough tillle on airfi elds 
during courtship and marriage to have stored 
a heap of, until this moment, useless infor
mation about the handling of aircraft I knew 
I would never fly. It didn't Illatter that 
I had lost the battle with airsickness, or any 
other trelVel sickness come to that: 11 few days 
before Christmas 1972 Barry Rolfe rang to 
say I had the job. I was to start at the begin
ning of February. 

It seeilled helpful that Doc Slater lived less 
than three miles away and the first S&C 
activity was to renew our acquaintance and 
ask for his guidance. 

Doc was a world-renowned editor and, 
although I had Illet him at various gliding 
events, I was Illuch in awe of this man who 
had given up his medical career to 
concentrate on the magaLine. 1 was sure he 
would give me reallls of advi ce, perhaps a 
lecture on keeping up the standards of the 
magazine which had absorbed so much of 
his lifE' and even guidelines on how he 
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S&G celebrates its 70th year 

On September 6, 1930, hard on the heels of gliding 's revival in the UK, a 
weekly publication was founded by Thurstan James: The Sailplane & 
Glider (far left). In 1933, Alan E Slater - universally known as 'Doc' Slater 
- produced his first issue. "It being 1933, I was at once launched into glid
ing politics," he later wrote (February-March 1983), "Gordon England's 
policy of trying to attract a subsidy by means of a glorified office had made 
the BGA bankrupt, but it raised £500 from a Derby sweepstake promoter 
in return for permission to use the BGA's name on the tickets, whereupon 
the Public Prosecutor and the Director of Civil Aviation, who were on the 
Council, resigned. By late summer this money had gone,loo, and S&G 
was published monthly; but that is a later story. .. "A new magazine, 
Gliding, was launched in 1950, with Ann Douglas (now Welch) and Philip 
Wills as directors and a Charles Brown cover photo of Ann in a Slingsby 
Gull 4 (left). Five years later, the publications merged to form Sailplane & 
Gliding (right), edited by Doc Slater, the official organ of the BGA - a 
strapline dropped with alacrity by Gillian Bryce-Smith, but by which it is 
still affectionately known ... Gillian became editor in 1973 and was 
succeeded in 1998 by Le Forbes. In 1974, Gillian took the decision to ,-----~ 

change your magazine's size and shape to what you see today (below) 

wanted S&C to develop. But not a bit of it. 
Instead we spent three fascin ating hours in 
hi s mag:l:2: ine"crowcied drawing room, and I 
mcan croweled w ith jus t about cvery 
avi ill ion publi cation prin ted in the previ ous 
five years filling the floor and th e top CJf hi s 
baby grand, talking <lbout the poss ibility of 
I ife On <'lIlother pl,lIl € t, steCl m boats ,1Ild dogs 
- another of his great loves, espeCi ally 
,\-Iajor, a golden labrador, 

Although Doc w as synonymous with 
S&C for so long (with cl brea k during th ~ 
war when he returned to medi c ine), he 
never imposed his icle,l s on ,lnyone else. 
He was alwavs \-villin g to write, ilnd trans
lated fo r us, ~ s i flg;) p'Owerful magr1ifying 
glass to overcom e his fa iling sight. Even 
w hen over 90, he still wrote wi th an 
unbelievabl freshness and c larity, 

Thi s most niodest man gave UIJ st:) much 
potential fo r th sJke of the magdzine, A 
brilliant IJianisl and composE'r, he had in 
liller ye;m the pleasure of hearing hi s cello 
sOnatCl perform ed, The clr,1win g room w as 
miraculously cl eared every few months 
when he hosted hi s famous musi ca l 
evenings, pulling in tal ent fro III among his 
fri ends and Cil mbriclge U niversity, Another 
great interest was astro nolllY and for a 
whil ebefo re S&C got started after the war 
he edi ted th e British Interpl 8netJry 
Suciety's journal. Doc 's study of w ea ther 
leel to many instrLl ·tive SgC arti cles 
illustra ted by some of the l OOO-strong 
c loudscap ~ he had photographed from 
1923 , He died in 198i.l , just short o f his 93rd 
hirthday. 

My next 5tOP was the London offi ce 
where RikJ Harwood was th mainstay of 
the magaz irHc. For , ome yeMs uncler Doc' 
editorship she h,]d given tremendous help 
and eventually was making up the pages as 
well as insti ga ting artic les , Had she w i'lilteci, 
she would have been a grea t ed ito r, 

Typi ccilly, she took on a lo t o f work with-

August - September 2000 

out expecting recognition. There hardly 
seemeclto be anyone of conseq uence in the 
gliding world she didn't know and I waS so 
grateful to have her as a willing source of 
help il nd information, She Joined Doc as 
consultant editor and, with her husbil nd 
Godfrey, who was a form er cOlllmitte 
member, she was an exce ll ent proofre,1cier, 

And so it ,111 started with me working from 
my Ca mbridge horne, The first few issues 
were franti c, espeC iall y as we in creased its 
si ze to A4, but in those firs t few months this 
irri tating liule magazine ast its mct gic arid 
soon h:\d me as captivated as its prE'vi ous 
editors (and I count Rika in this group as she 
more th an deserved the titl e), vVe met in 
Lonclon dfter the pubi ica ti on of 'ach issue 
with Phili p Wills as chairman and a very 

young Michael Bird and equa l ly young 
Roger Barrett on th e committee, Michael 
had already turned into Pl atypus and all 
these luminaries were readv contribu to rs 
and advisers, with Barry JII~lilYs there to give 
bclcking and Jppreciated encouragement, 
Later, Roger took over as chairman from 
Philip to be foll owed by Anlhony Edwards, 

th e Arm-Chair Pil ot, which, with Doc, 
meant three of uS coming from Cambridgt', 
Another group member was p(;)ggy 
Mieville, acivertising mil nager from 1 5 ~ 
until her death in 1 ~)8 3 , Ti1eevenin g 
illways ended with supper when fascinating 
stories of th e eJrly years were the perfect 
w;ly to absorb the atmosphere and po l itics 
of the times I had missed , 

As we grew in size and British gliding 
expa nded th e rmlga zine took more ,lnd 
mOre of n1y time. \;\ie increased the size 
from 48 to 64 pages Jnd often, to th e 
irritati on of the over-455 who were relyin g 
on glasses (and I kn ow how they must 
have felt now !) , recluced the lype size to 
pa kin th t, informa tion. But I di cln'tmind, 
Like the others, I was a willing sl ave and so 
grateful to have haci th e chance to take 
S&C il littl e furth er al ong the road . Now 
it's Helen's responsihility andl am su re 
Doc and Rika woulclillo re than approve of 
her professionali sm and enthusiasm. 
Perh aps On(;' day she will have the insi ght 
to know what it is that makes S&C so 
speci al, Alii know is that it gave me 25 
enjoyable, fulfillin g yea rs and brought me 

into contacl with the brilli ant cross-secti on 
of individualists Ihat make gli d ing su h\,. 
a unique sport. ~ 

Gillian Bryce-Smith remains at 

the forefront of reporting the 


sport, editing a website for the 

Soaring Society of America: 


Gliding and Motorgliding 

International. You carl find it at 


www.glidingmagazine.com 
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S ETTING off into the blue is all 
abou t confidence. ,V\Ost of us are 
happy to soar off cross-country 

under clouds, but take away the fluffy 
white signposts from the sky and many 
pilots suddenly get the jitters. 

It doesn't have to be like that. Flying 
in the blue is fun and, approached the 
right way, relatively easy. 

I rea li sed in the ear ly 1980s that most 
pilots at my club (Keev il in those days), 
were extremely relu ctant to set off on 
declared cross-cou ntries in the blue. 
That included me. As I wanted to 
improve my skills, I needed to master all 
forms of soar ing, not just fair weather 
cu, and that mea nt understand ing blue 
conditions. 

Just because there aren't any clouds, 2;
that doesn't mean there aren 't any ~ 
thermals. Did you ever ride a bicycle -'" 
before you decided to spend hours at ~ 
airfi elds in the rain? Remember how it 

\ 
\ 

directly over town \ 
to next hotspot 

Figure 1: A medium-sized town surrounded by hills. In the blue. fly over 
always seemed to be warm riding to south-facing slopes downwind of the town. If nothing much happens. 
some places and co ld going to others, then fly directly over the town on your way to the next likely hot spot 
assuming you stayed out of the head
winds? I now ca ll these hot and cold 
spots. Some can be almost a mile long. 

Hot spots 
These are areas of terrain which seem to 
contain the hea t from the sun longer and 
form the thermals we use. They also cause 
the co ld spots by coo ling the surround ing 

areas w ith the co lder air that repla ces the 
warm air they have sucked in. I'm convinced 
that some areas of countryside never produce 
therm als while others seem to constantly 
stream off lift. Most hot spots have tri gger 
points, some of which may vary depending 
on the w ind 's strength and direction. These 
can be small hill s, quarries, trading estates, 

factories, and so on. Some are listed 
below and, for ease of understanding, 
given scores out of ten for their hea ting 
performance: 

Stubble fires 10 
Medium-sized town 
surrounded by hills B 
Working power station 8 
Medium-sized town 6 
South-facing ridge 6 
Motorway service areas 6 
Large factories and trading estates 6 
Large brown fields with 
working tra ctor 6 
Narrow east-west valley, 
say 1 mile wide, with village in it 6 
Large wooded areas in 
the early evening 4 
Bonfires 2-0 

And so on, down to the airfield hangar 
' 

Early-evening thermals from large 
wooded areas seem to be big areas of 
gent le lift without the pulses that 
characterise other blue thermals. They 

score 4 out of lOin light winds, and are 
of no usc in strong winds. You might find 
that they contain more bugs than usual, so 
check your wings before setting off on a 
final glide. 

Bonfi res arc also worth i1 try and have got 
me home tw ice, once on a 300km and the 
last time from a 700km fli ght. I believe they 
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incorrect • 
approach I, 

act as a trigger point more than being an 
dctua I therma I. They score from 2 down to 0 
- zero being the first digit of th e retri eve 
crew phone number. 

Now the clever bit: all you have to do is 
add up the scores and if better than 10, go 
for it. A south-facing hill with a working 
tra ctor would be a score of 12. (In fa ct, you 
don't really have to count, just look for any
thing which could give at least two scores.) 

Imagine you're flying over a large town 
surrounded by hills - where do you go? First 
look for other gliders soaring in a stubble 
fire with a tractor in it on the south-facing 
slope! (If only ... ) 

Failing that, what you really need to do is 
to fly over the south-facing slopes directly 
downwind of the town, and if nothing much 
happens then fly directly over the town 
on your way to the next likely hot spot 
- which you had already identified beiore 
committing yourself to the first choice. See 
Figure 1, left. 

In other words, use the ground features as 
if thc'y were clouds and cruise between 
them in the g neral direction of your goal. 

It isn 't unusual to go 45° off track, but try 
to stay upwind so you drift back on to your 
track line, not downwind of it, should you 
be forced to take a slower climb. By staying 
upwind you can then fly crosswind arou nd 
your goal, saving height and time. 

Haze caps 
To see most haze caps or very small wisps of 
convection cloud easily, you need a good 
pair of dark brown tint sunglasses (I use 
Serengeti Stradas) These are not normally 
available in opticians, but I'm sure if you 
asked they would order them for you. 

Ha ze caps tend to be visible when flying 
south into sun, but when you turn towards 
th e north they seem to disappear. 

One trick worth trying when heading 
north is this: as soon as you feel the 
turbul ence of a thermal weave the glider 
and look back over your shoulder into sun 
to see the position of the helze cap behind 
you. If it's visible, simply turn back elnd start 
to climb. 

WINDt:;> 

crosswind approach 
can miss completely 

is' 
" i.? downwind 
~ approach 
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Before setting off into the btue, practise tocally, and 

develop your understanding of what the wind is doing 

Never waste time at cloudbase when you're 
local soaring: use it to practise. Open the 
brakes, go down to 2,000ft and soar up 
again - only now do it by ground features 
alone. Get used to recogn ising your loca l 
hot spots. Go down lower to, say, 1 ,500ft, 
and see if you can still get away. Don' t 
panic, just fly around till you iind lift! Ignore 
the clouds above. 

Before attempting cross-countries in the 
blue you should have practised and 
developed your skills in wind direction 
appreciation. It's probably one oi the most 
misunderstood and unprac tised skills by 
low-hours pilots. Work out exac tly from 
which direc tion the wind is coming, so that 
you can learn to approach the hot spot 
directly up or dowilwind. By doing this you 
cannot miss a thermal - provided it's there. 
See Figures 2 and 3, below. If you hit lift, 
turn into wind and red uce speed, wait till 
the surge begins to weilken then turn back 
into the lift. If, after a few turns, the average 
seems to be falling,open up into wind, wait 
anel repeat. I find that this works for me. 

To make your blue flying practice eas ier, 
set your tasks up anel downwind: you'll 
soon discover streets of reduced sink, or lift. 
I have noticed there's always a good hot 
spot along these energy lines. When you 're 
flying cross-country in the blue, flying these 
energy lines is invJluable. If you're brJve, 
you'll find that the lower you go, the 
stronger the lift, but the risk is all yours! 
Stay high for novv, and I will see you all at 
1 ,500ft nex t year. 

To help develop your soaring skills, get 
used to always taking a winch/auto launch 
when you ca n - it forces you to concentrate 
on finding lift when low - it's cheaper, too. 
Most cross-country pilots at our c lub take 
winch launches mid-morning with water. It's 
not unusual to launch with ballast of 200
2501bs. 

Inside the cockpit 
Always wear a soaring hat. Mine are made 
from towelling which, soaked in cool water, 
seem to retai n the moisture longer than the 
cotton types. A self-adhesive tenn is racket 
hand le grip, also made from towelling, stops 
you r stick hand irom sliding. 

Water is more important in you than the 
wings. Try to drink a least a pint just before 
you launch, and drink a litt le every 10 
minutes (I take a mouthful every thermal). 
Make sure before the launch you can 
ac tu ally reach the water. It's of no use 
behind your seat or, even worse, in the car. 

After a s(o'ason of practice you will find 
your confidence has develop d and flying 
tasks in the blue is a really enjoyable 
challenge. And keep looking for the tractor 
in the south-facing burning stubble field 
downwind of a town! ~ 
Ray Payn" (right. flying in 

Australia ) began gliding at 

Swine/on CC, South Mar.5/()n, 

in 1975. H~ has more than 

2,OOOhrs PI, gliding and 

power; and three Diamonds 

done in a Std Cirrus. His 

longest (fight is 700km in a 

Discus (28 per cent triilnH'e) 

(rom his du/), Nympsfielrl 

WINDt:;> 

upwind , 
I approach 

Try not to approach hot spots side-on: you risk flying above or below the thermal It's better to approach from upwind or downwind - and weave if necessary 
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Win Pilot + VolksLogger + 850 + GarMax 


Preview *** FREE *** needs GPS (NMEA) GarMax £56.50+vat - 2000 UK Airspace moving map for Garmin GPS's 
Stili the most effecive and complete gliding TP and moving map available!! Advanced £270 needs GPS (NMEA) +vat 

Crabb Computing Pro £330 needs Borgelt B50 / Westerborer +vat 3 Salford Close 
~ Welford , Northants, NN6 6JJ www.crabcom.demon.co.uk CRABB Tel/Fax +44 (0)1858 575665 - winpilot@crabcom.demon.co.uk e~ 


Two-Seater 
Soaring the Andes 

in an S10-VT 

OSTIV expedition to 

Argentina. Nov 1999 


~ 26 Nov: 1040 km ofr 
~ 27 Nov: 1222km ... 
~ 13 Dec: 1406 km o/r 

(World recordclaimed) 
-- 14 Dec: 1430 km dist 
-- 16 Dec 1550 km dist 
- 29 Dec 1833 km ... 
(World's 3rd longest ever 

glider flight) 

Congrats Klaus Ohlmann 
& colleagues, proving the 

S10's performance and 
versatility - (and comfort 
for flights of 10-15 hours) 

For IOfQrmallOn please (ontdcl 

Mike Jefferyes. 
TangJewood, 


Fingrith Hall Road, 

Blackmore, Essex CM4 ORU 

TeUAutofu: 01277 823066 


MikeJeHeryesO 

compuserve.com 

Sailplane & Gliding 

Flight Computer. Moving Map • Task 

management • Navigation • Thermal 

Mapping. View IGC files 


IouCh empty space Tcuch lor main menu Scale - Touch 01' ZOOM 

- --

1-20kmj 
54 ___ _ 

Auto Zoom at TP 
loom to: details 

to PAN screen .....----+-"""'--..o!!,""'" 
Magneti c North 

Ncnlandab!e TP 
. Touch for detarls 

lAldatxe TP 

_ Task lines 14'ttn 
Start and sectors 

GJrdepath Indcator 
ArrI val Labels 

Simulated Glider .... Touch for details 

Airspace Labels 

Touch l or deta:ls 


NAV Boxes 
I Conllgurabl€ J 
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••• FREE WinPilot "Preview" - Fully working Moving map, TP's, Final Glide ••• 
WinPilot is the next generation inslrument. It is the most powerful glider computer 
software available, providing a friendly user interface with a fast, high resolution. 
touch sensitive display. It uses palm-sized computers Compaq Aero 1530. 
WinPilot PrQ Combined with an IGC Volksl..ogger and a Borgelt B50 Vario creates 
an incredibly powerful platform on which any option found in today's flight computers , 
and many new ones can be implemented . 

Borgelt B50 £599 +vat 
. smooth , responsive, quicker centering 
.extremely zero stable vario - rely on it 
. different speed-to-fly and vario sounds 
. clear, unambiguous displays 
. instaliation is easy - no flasks 
. analogue display size - 57 or 80mm 
.Wiring harness for link to WinPiiot pro 

VolksLogger £ 5 19 +vat 
.IGC Logger, clear GPS nav. Display 
• incl all cables and software 
.25 hours logging at 10 sec intervals 
• FAI task declarations and GOTO function 
.500 internal BGA waypoints supplied 
• Link to WinPilot std, pro 

http:compuserve.com
mailto:winpilot@crabcom.demon.co.uk
http:www.crabcom.demon.co.uk
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JOINT AVIATION SERVICES LTD 

In Association with Besso Limited, Lloyd's Brokers 

Probably the largest Sailplane Insurance Agency in the UK 

Service with Security 
In five years we have become, almost certainly, the largest Sailplane Insurance agency 

in the UK. Call us to find out why. Staff to meet your needs. Security for peace of 
mind. Expertise second to none and a New claims system to ensure any claims are 

dealt with promptly and efficiently. Our policies now include free airside coverage 
for your car and your syndicate members cars. 

JOINT AVIATION SERVICES Ltd 
01420 88664 General Enquiries or 

Terry Joint 01420 88700 (Mobile 0802708(70) • Bernadette Pollard 01420 88706 

David Innes 0802658342 • Facsimile 01420542003 


Joint Aviation Services Ltd 

No.8 Old Aylesfield Buildings, Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton, Hants. GU34 4BY 


And in London 

Or visit our website @ http://wwuJ.joint.co.uk • Or email joi1lt. aviation@virgin.llet 


The EW liD type" 

IGC approved flight recorder. 


Just £275 plus VAT and delivery. 

IGC approval for use with the most popular Garmin GPS receivers. 

Comes with DOS software and all you need to connect to your GPS and 
computer. Ideal for competitions and badge claims up to Diamond C. 
Incorporates the following features: 24 hours of recorded position and 

height data at a 4 second sample rate, motor and pilot event ports, 
electronic declaration, 9-16 volt external power input and 9 volt internal 

battery giving up to 40 hours stand alone recording time, standard 
electronic barograph with 1SKm altitude range and Sm altitude 

resolution. user selectable sample intervals from 1 to 999 seconds, 
extremely robust and simple to use. 

Looking for a Windows software program which can 

upload your EW unit, analyse IGC format files as well 

as task set, upload your Garmin logs and download 

your TP's to your Garmin? Look no further than the 


tried and tested EWView3 for Windows program. 

Free trial disc set available on our web site. 


Just £ 49.95 inc. VAT & p&p 


Visit our comprehensive web site 

~~ruM!ro~~aM!r 
or phone us to get more information 

about any EW products. 

New protective case for D type flight 

recorder now available. 

£6.38 plus VA T &p&p 


EW Avionics, Seymour Barn, Widmere Lane, Marlow SL7 3DF, England. 


- E-mail ew@ewuk.co.uk- Phone & Fax ~1628 477999 ~. Jl-. 
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ADAY IN THE LIFE 


How 
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When an unexpected cold front 
deposited him in a field last year, 
Mel Eastburn wondered what had 
happened elsewhere. Thus was 
born the idea of recording a day 
in the life of UK gliding ... and Tom 
Bradbury (overleaf) did the Met 

AFTER a fortn igh t of rotten weather, the 
forecas t for the chosen day (Su nday, 
April 30) perked up the Thursday 

before. In the south, Saturday w as better 
than forecast and many gli ders were left out 
for Sunday. In the north , Saturday's low 
cloud cleared too late, but Sunday looked on. 

At Bath, Wilts & North Dorset GC the first 
launch is at '10. 15 in to a blue sky, but cu and 
launch queue are visib le by 11.40. By 13.00 
al11 8 gliders are airborne w ith good clouds 
everywhere. Nimbus 30T (abuve, top) takes 
Ron and Joy Lynch to Stratford and back 
(245 km) but gl iders going east hit a li ne of 
low clag along the AJ 4. The Pegasus lands in 
a sticky field nea r Oev izes (above) w hich 
once hosted A lan Cobham's Fl ying Circus. 

At the Cornish Gliding and Flying Club 
(below), the day starts late - 11 .00, after tug 
trouble - and ends earl y, bea ten by habitual 
enemies: the weather and low Sunday atten-
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was it for you? 

•• ")1 .......... .. 

Cornish 

Steve Longland 

Norfolk 

dance. A wind of l S-22 kts at 09.30 
becomes 25kts from 140 by 14.00. CFI 
Gordon Hunter, elt Culdrose for the day, 
phones: it's blowing a hool ey up the Helford 
River; they 've done just two fli ghts. Last 
launch at Perranporth is at 16.45, to practise 
divergent situations on tow: the weak link is 
fully checked and th e rings lost l 

Devon & Somerset CC's fi rst soa ri ng fl ight 
is [It 10.05, just 15 minutes after first I[lunch, 
and prompts frenzi ed rigging. Cu are over
hea d byll.20 but, with no tug pilot, cross
countr), starters are win ched. Local 
conditions are compli cated by a sea breeze 

At the Long Mynd, John 

demonstrates how to cut off the 

bits of a chart you don't need. 

Unfortunately, he cuts off 

Lowestoft, which ruins Martin's 

chance of a 300km. Just as well 

East Anglia is not the best of 

destinations on April 30 ... 

Philippe, a visitor to Hus Bas, 

asks if any instructors speak 

French, as his English isn't too 

good. "Naturellement!" Tug pilot 

Giselle Hibberd is French and 

her English instructor husband 

Graham paries - well, he would, 

wouldn't he? 

Keith lands out with his mobile 

unusable due to high ground. 

Contacting his home club, 

Borders, by radio relay, he finds 

his wife is away in his car for the 

day. He is collected by motor 

bike - since everyone who has 

a towbar is airborne - and has to 

return later to de-rig 

The day in Cornwall does at 

least end with a bang - literally. 

Just as he lies down in a hot 

bath, the ceiling falls in on Dick 

Gillow. In the bath. On top of 

him. And so he was cleaned out 

of Brownie points for gliding on 

Monday 

front but there are go)d 200km-plus flights 
to Salisbury, where we hit clag, and a cou
ple of landouts. Last flight at 17.44. 

Raining Jt Kent CC by 07.30. Lots of 
desultory fettl ing, g,n i ng out of windows, 
,1nd drinking coffee. Soggy Nimbus left out 
overni ght after cracking Saturday is now a 
source of "musement - as is this diaryl Da)' 
abandoned at 12.)() ... even the concrete is 
waterlogged (see below left) . 

O ptimism reigns at Norfolk CC (below) 
despite the are), sky. Byl 0.30 it is raining 
gently but Inter-club League tasks are set, 
with gliders to grid b)'13.00. First winch 

launch is at 12.35 uncler an 800ft cloucl
base. Competition scrubbed at 14.00. Rain 
stops 14.03 . By 16.00 louclb, s is 4,()00ft, 
but still th e onlv lift is on tow. 

First launch for York CC (top) atl o.()O 
into a milky sky. Therm als by 14.30 when 
locli soaring hegin~ , to 3,OOOft. An hour 
later a sca b reeze front is giving 4kts and 
three Bron ze legs. Stephen \Vri ght gets his 
motorglider PPL with a qualifying cross
country and a member lands out necHby 
having done 50km of al OOkm inter-club 
t[lsk from Sutton Bank. Last landing, 18.30. 

With a blocked culvert crea ting a lake at 
Easterton, Highland CC goes to Feshie for 
the first Scottish inter-club fixture. Three 
tasks are set: 66klll, 106km and 198klll, 
over spectaculcH sc.e nery (above). By ca rll' 
afternoon th co re is ()-Bkts to 4, SOOft all ovel' 
the vall ey. There is also huge sink, so only 
the loca ls with the best broomsticks did the 
big task. There dre mutterings that. they 
were the only ones who knew the scoring 
system. 

A Netlon d,lY ,1t Needwood Forest: Ll n 
inch of surface wdter, amino sun until after 
1CUO. TheI3.0() pitch inspection decides 
on field fettling. In bright sunshine, holes 
,1nd ruts are filled c1nd the first of 20 rolls of 
Netlon is laid for the a lancling strip. After 
attempts with ropes ilnd hooks to tension ~ 
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A DAY IN THE LIFE 


An instructor Dis a Bocian at The ParkHangar doors open on Perranporth's gliding day 

~ the rol l, a stunning Pengu in-like shuffle 
by assembled members is remarkab ly 
effective. Gliding is more than just p itch ing 
up, jumping in, flying an d going hom ". 

First lau nch at 1 0.1 0 for Derby & Lanes 
CC but no soaring until 14.00. By 15 .45 it's 
go ing we ll - but only locally - to 3,500ft. 
Lots of first fli ghts, and th e CFI has a fit at 
1B.OO when th e winch unilater.:dly decides 
to head home. Last flight 19 .00, and 90 
minutes later 30 w ea ry members assembl e 
for drinks and a superb roast dinner. 

After three 500km fli ghts the day before 
from Cambridge CC, some gliders were left 
rigged, but low cloud persisted. First 
aerotow at 09.3 1 and first winch launch at 
10.00 - from a very wet fi eld. Flying is 

stopped by rain at 11 .27 for three hours and 
the last flight is at 1 fi.18. We only fl ew at all 
thanks to the enthusiasm of the duty crew 
(who knew they'd be on record). 

Trent Valley CC's hangar doors opened at 
07.30 amidst hopes that the vei l of grey c lag 

'Dominic drives 50 miles to the Mynd with 
his wife's car keys, only to discover the 
trailer key for his new LS-8 is at home ..: 

would burn ofi. It nev ' r did, but at leas t the 
rain stayed away. Training continued and we 
saw two big events : Barry Pridgi n 's fi rst so lo 
and the arri va l of a new tractor to cut grass
deep joy for the big w ing syndi ca tes. 

The Bracknell weather guessers were 
mainl y ri ght, writes Bob Roc/well: a mild, 

Wishing it was Saturday again at Cambridge GC 

bright day w ith little wind at Ulster. At 
09.06 ten gliders are already out of our 
cathedril l of il hil nga r, including those of oLir 
Dublin visitors. I fo llow the 10.25 first 
launch at 10.41 in my Jantar for il derisory 
18 mins. M ea nwhil e Mike McSorley plans a 

.... Okm. He launches at 12.55, does Silver 
and only hi s ere"v hea r from him again until 
he and trailer return (a t 20.45). The DG 300 
returns at 14..52 from 11 7km to Coobtown 
report ing poorer conditions further south. 
Many choose to WJnder over the beJutiful 
countryside of the northern counties. It 's a 
wonderful feeling to circ le laz il y above 
golden beaches blackened by thousa nds of 
ground l ings. At 16.40 a squadron of 11 
mierolights invades, hits our coffee stocks 

Summary 01 weather reports lor 1200 GMT. Northern Ireland: 1/8 to 4/8 shallow cu inland. LCL up to 4,000ft, and mostly very good visibility. There were still a few fog 

patches over the sea. Scolland: The Northern and Western Isles had low stratus. driZZle and fog. Fog had been seen as far south as Aberdeen in the morning. Inland there 

was good visibility with 2/8 to 4/8 cu. The LCL went up to 4,000ft over the Highlands but cirrostratus dimmed the sun over some eastern regions. Northern Engfand : tn the 

east the sun was diffused through 7/8 cirrostratus and in East Yorkshire there was medium level cloud too with a region of 8/8 stratocu over the Moors around Fylingdales. 

Further west . away from the cirrus, there was very good visibility with scattered cu and an LCL of 3.500-4.000f1. Midlands. Wales and SW England : The early morning 

Photo A: Inlra-red image for 09.23 GMT April 30 , with 

hook of upper cloud cu rl ing round over south-east 

England and East Anglia University of Dundee 

April 2000 was the w ettest since 1756, 
w rites Tom Bradbury . Most days had 
rain or dri zz le, w ith the occasiona l 

thunderstorm. Before mid-month snow had 
penetrated as far as SW England. Luck il y, as 
the final weekend approached the prospects 
appeareci more hopefu l. 

O n April 29 there was still a front lying 
across the country but as it moved north 
condit ions improved over the south of 
England and a few good-looking cumulus 
appea red. The improvement ca me from an 
insignifi cant littl e high ofl 017 mbar, which 
formed over Belgium at midday. By mid
night the nevv centre had moved northwards 
to lie just o ff Eilst Anglia and at 12.00 GMT 
it was 1025 mbar jLlst off th e Humber (right). 

This should have given a good day over 
much of th e UK but there w as an old front 
rather too close over the North Sea . This 
front seemed to be linked to a growing mass 
of upper cloud jLl st south of the surface 
high. Normally a building high like thi s 
makes Lipper cloud thin and disperse in its 
vicinity. Hmvever, on this occas ion there 
was d sma ll upper vortex south of the 
surf'dce high. Thi s rnade the upper c loud 
thi cken instead of dispersing. In the absence 
of upper cloud the rn idnight rad io sondes 
suggested that convect ion should start over 

I OU .. 

Surface chart for 1200 GMT April 30, showing the high 

much of th e country by mid-morning w ith 
high based cu tops limited by In inversion 
at 5,OOO-(i,OoOft. 

Unfortunately radilr and sate llite data 
showed a less fJvourable pi cture for eastern 
England. The rJdar plots for 0600 and 0900 
GMT showed rJin spreading across the 
English Channel towards Norfolk . Before 
dJw n the satellite pictures showed that J 
hook-shaped mass of upper c loud had 
developed above the radar echoes. This 
upper clourl ex tended northwards over the 
eastern half of England and killed any 
chance of thermals there. 
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Soaring in 3-Skt averages at Borders GC 

th en, in little more than three mins, re-starts, 
lines up ilndleaves. Last launch at 1 R.08. 
The hangar doors roll shut about 19.20: 
57 launches, a quietly satisfying day. 

I arrive at Borders CC for 09.30 to find 
the hangar emptied, writes Bob Cassidy, 
and Our Four Counties visitors rigged. At 
09.45 the launchpoint is set up, th en moved 
when the wind changes. As private owners 
start to ri g, Bill is doing site checks in the 
visito rs' Duo Discus (someone has to! ) 
before the thermals start to pop at around 
11.00 over the Cheviot hill s. By '14.00 
we've done 16 launches into strong lift, 
with gusts of 8kts Jnd 3-5kt averages to 
5, 500[t over the hills. Colin Sword does a 
'1 OOkm triangle and by 15.00 most of the 

Cleaning mud off the toys after flying at Hus Bos 

early starters Jre returning, after two to four 
hours' soaring. We have to move the launch 
point yet again, as a sea breeze moves the 
wind SE, and brings turbul ent conditions 
near the hills. The last of 33 launches is at 
18.15 followed by a committee meeting 

'Michael Fish raises a lunchtime laugh 

at Cambridge, saying: Obviously the 


weather didn't listen to yesterday's foreeasf 


(and a pint), and a message that our 
Inter-club League team did well at Feshie. 

Dumfries and District CC fly every 
Sunday from il 600ft ridge just north of the 
Solway Coast, writes Kaz Pazski. At 10.00 
it 's winch to th e north end and K-2 to the 
south. 11.17, first launch - Bob Pilrk gives 

A roast dinner ends the day at Derby & Lanes 

his son his first fli ght. The wind develops a 
southerly compo nent, so we change ends. 
Mostly circuits until 13.49 when rny third 
lesson hits 6kts, so we go therillalling, then 
do sta ll s and spins. This encourages John 
Mciver 's Diamant and the club's Open 
Cirrus. At 15.29 John gets 7 mins. 115.54: 
young Robin Lyon has his first flight, his 
mum saying: "That' s my baby up there!" But 
as he wan ts rnore she leaves hirn with us. 
16.00 sees launches by Bill Gordon in his 
rnicroli ght - at 82 our senior member - and 
Richard Slack, now in the RAF, who was 10 
when he began corning here with fath er Ian. 
Circuits only from now on. 17.04: wincl 
northerly, so we change ends again! 20.36, 
last lilunch. It 's st ill daylight as we leave. ~ 

cirrostratus thinned and mostly cleared to the north allowihg scattered shallow cu to form before midday. The LCL was highest in the west. It was 2,600ft at Odiham . 3,800ft at 

Bascombe Down on Salisbury Plain and up to 4,500ft ih Central Wales. Over Cornwall and south Devon a freshening easterly breeze probably spoilt the thermals. Patches of 

upper cloud earlier in the day had delayed heating over Cornwall. East and SE England: For much of the day there was 8/8 layered upper cloud which brought a period of rain 

to places along and to the east of a line from Hurstmonceaux-London-Stansted-Norwich . Southend reported 0.32in. The LCL was very low for some distance in from the 

coast: only 800ft at Marham, 1.000ft at Hanington, t ,200ft at Bedford and 1.900ft at Wittering . Conditions did slowly improve from the south but too late to be of much use . 

Photo A (far left) shows the intra- red image for 0923 GMT. The sun 
had he<l teci up the land by then so it shows up jet black. The very 
white c loud over eastern distri cts is co ld topped Cirrostratus <lnd 
altostratu s. In central England, the cirrostratus looked rather 
threa tening il t sunrise but the western edge disl)erseci during the 
morning and small cu began to form before midday. However, th e 
upper c loud persisted east of a line from the Pennines to the Isle of 
Wight. During the Jitcrnoon it bega n to c lea r aW<lY from Sussex and 
Kent but a tongue extended to reach the ex treme northeast of 
Scotl<lnd. Photo B (right) is an enl<lrged visual image south of 
Lat 55 N for 15 .34 GMT, showing small cu too warm to appear Oil 

infra-recl pi ctures. There were well-cleveloped cu over north-west 
England, the Welsh mountains, the West Midlands and much of 
southern England excep t Kent and Sussex . Over North W ales and th e 
Corni sh peninsula, any cu were tou small to be seen. 

Location Sunshine Rain Max Temp DewPt 
of sounding (hours) (ins) "C "C 

Aberdeen 9.8 nil 17 08 
Anglesey 13.6 nil 17 10 
Aviemore 10.0 nil 18 07 
Belfast 12.2 0.1 17 07 
Birmingham 8.2 nil 18 07 
Brlstot 12.8 nil 20 07 
Cardiff 11 .6 nil 21 06 
Cromer 2.7 nit 13 11 
Herne Bay 1.8 0.25 14 10 
leeds 7.6 nil 18 08 
leuchars 11.4 nil 18 08 
london 4.4 0.06 15 09 
Margate 2.7 0.15 t4 10 
Newcastle 8.9 nil 19 08 
Norwich 2.8 0.01 15 09 
Oxford 10.4 nil 18 07 
Aoss·on.Wye 11.7 nil 19 05 
Shrewsbury 9.5 0.01 ' 17 04 
Southend 2.0 0.32 16 10 
Soulhoort 11 .0 0.01 ' 19 06 

Max lCl 
(tt) 

3.600 
2,800 
4.400 
4,000 
4.400 
5,200 
6.000 

800 
1.600 
4,000 
4.000 
2,400 
1.600 
4,400 
2,400 
4.400 
5,600 
5.200 
2,400 
5.200 

Photo B: a visual image for 15.34 GMT University of Dundee 

Left: Conditions over th e UK on April 30. LCL stands for Lifted Condensation Level. 

the level at which air, lifted from the surface, reaches its condensation temperature. 

It is a useful guide to the base of convective clouds. Rain marked ' fell on Saturday 

night as the previous front moved away north. Acknowledgments: Thanks to Bristol 

Weather Centre and NERC Satellite Receiving Station at the University of Dundee 
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fly yesterday expecting today to be the day. 
08.45 Two cars and trailers head for Saltby to 
unpack the Benalla container (see June·July 

Contributors of texUphotos: Aquila - Met Eastburn ; Bath, Wilts & N Dorset - Joy Lynch; Borders - Bob Cassidy; Cambridge - John/Janet Birch; Cornish - Dick Gillow/Nigel 
Climpson ; Derby & Lanes - Shirley HasletUAnne Jennings; Devon & Somerset - Phil Morrison ; Dumfries - Kaz Paszki ; Highland - Angie Veitch/A. Carter; Kent - Caroline 
Whitbread/Sally Crowder; Midland - Jon Hall/Jon Lewis; Needwood Forest - Grant Williams; Norfolk - Alan/Jan Harber, South Wales - Maureen Weaver/Steve Stokes ; 
The Soaring Centre - Siobhan Hindley/Sid Gilmore ; Trent Valley - John Kitchen; Ulster - Bob Rodwell ; York - Mike Cohler For diar es see club websites. listed at www glidmgco.uh 
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07.00 As I le,we Chester ior Midland GC at the 
Long Mynd, Shropshire, the sky is c leil r blue and 
it looks good. 08.00 At the Mynd, signs announce 
our "Flying Start" weekend. On the lop, it's 
spectacular - valleys shrouded in mi st with just 
the hill tops visible, in shades oi blue and grey. 
Mornings like this remind me w hy I drive all this 
way to fly. 08,30 Suddenl y the cl ub is a hive oi 
ac ti vity - peopl e ea ting breakfast and a queue 
wa iting to order. Ta lk is of 500s but the internet 
iorecast isn't that good .. . it dim inishes to 300s . 
09.20 The hangar is empty il nd club flpel DI 'd. At 
least 15 private owners arE, ri gging. The Pawnee is 
doing touch-a nd-goes (the duty tuggie hasn't 
ilown it for J w hile). The new w inch is on the w ay 
to the south end. Wind still light. 09.30 
Instructors' meeting. Meanw hile, sma ll groups 

08.30 Leave home under disappointing stratus 
cover. 09.00 At Aquila GC,Hinton in the Hedges, 
Northampton shire, there's lots of grey cloud, but 
it's bluer to the wes t. Windsocks limp. I join 
others ri gg ing, struck by how cold it still is. 10.12 
First parachute drop of the day. Club gliders reach 
the launch point - at th e oppos ite' end from 
where we Jre ri gging. Still unbroken cloud to the 
eJst, not w hJt the Beeb forecdst. 10.45 Ten 
priva te ow ners rigged, wa tered and ready, wi th 
more cJ rri ving. I suggest 300km to the west but to 
little enthusiasm and plans are more modest. 
11.03 First launch. The Super Cub tows duty 
instructor jeff Luck and a day course visitor in the 
K-2 1. They land 1.1 minutes later out of a fl at sky, 

stare at the sky as sheets of stratus block out the 
sun (far ri ghtl. An air oi inevitab ili ty creeps in as 
planned tas ks shrink aga in . 10.30 Briefing at the 
h,)n ga r. Four pilots form a mi ni·course w ith K-21 
and instructor. 10.45 Cross-country briefing from 
Simon Adl <l rd, BGA nation il l coach and long-time 
Myndite: 1 I Okm towa rds Shobclon for novices; 
21 Okl11 (Hay on W ye - Chirk) for the rest. 11.00 
First launch. Unsoilr,lble: looking di stinctly iffy. 
But w ith lots of infrequently·seen members here 
there's pressure fo r che k flights . The prospective 
new members arrive and hilve prior ity in the 
second K-2 1. 12.15 Steady stream of visitors 
- everything is running smoothl y. 12.20 K-13 
isgrounded (sheared tail wheel va lve). 13.00 
Normally time to stop for lunch but today we 
have a relief w inch dri ver: Andy Ho lmes soloed :> 

07.15 With hardly a breath of wind, a hot air 
balloon makes the most of conditions near The 
Soaring Centre at Husbands Bosworth, 
Leicestershire. Clear sky to the west contrasts 
with the thin layer of stratus above and thicker 
cloud to the south-east. I take the dog for a 
stroll. 0735 Peter Poole, from Kenley, is rigging 
his Kestrel 20; he hopes to do a 300 or 500 
today. 07.50 Welcome arrivals Gly nis and Avril 
open the kitchen for breakfast. 08.30 The draw 
for the club gliders: Ken Stewart gets the Duo 
Discus. To limit damage to the wet field there 
will be no winching, and aerotows will be from 
the tarmac strip. The thick cloud is moving 
slowly west. Glum faces from those who didn 't 

SO no ea rl y start! Club launches proceed. Groups 
of hopeful p il ots debate prospect s, tasks getting 
shorter. 12.15 O n II' the c lub K-2 I and K· 13 are 
fl ying. The K·8 jo ins them and, after half an hour, 
is still there so, at 12.37, the first private owner 
launches, ahea d of d ra pidly·iorming grid. Retter 
cu to th e wesl, hut the line of the over(.) st ,) mil e 
to the east is now very defined. Super Cub bu sy. 
13.00 jason, a loca l news reporter, il rri ves as 
p lanned, hut has lost his photographer. Mike 
Oggelshy (car sa les manager) briefs him in hi s 
usual enthusiastic manner (" ... il nd it's onl y done 
22 ,000 fli ghts"). By 13.15 " Snaps" ,lppears and 
photographs jason and K-21 from every possible 
angle (ri ght) . Tug still busy. 13.28 There's drama as"" 

issue, p34). The weather fax predicts 3 - cross· 
countryable  unless the occluded front to the 
south-east moves in... that must be it, over 
there ! 09.45 Private owners out in force ; three 
Puchaczs and two tugs reach the launch point. 
But one tug is out of hours, so returns . 70.00 
First launch . Morning briefing and a multiple TP 
task is set. Watford Gap, then either Towcester, 
Buckingham or Oxford and finally a Lat and 
Long with points for finding its notable ground 
feature. 10.45 Fifteen private owners have 
rigged but many are now planning non-gliding 

08.00 Members start emerging from caravans at 
South Wales GC, Usk, Gwent. Peter France 
and son Simon are first to rig . 08.40 Lots of 
gliders were left out last night after an excellent 
forecast. 08.45 Early arrivals get out the club 
fleet and 01 aircraft and ground equipment. Duty 
Instructor Maureen Weaver walks the field to 
assess conditions. 09.00 The field is soft but 
flyable. There is, however, high cloud. 0920 
Gliders go to the launchpoint. 10.00 First launch 
- an aero tow check flight for Steve Stokes. 
10.02 The first winch launch, and a cable foul-up 
causes a 30·minute delay. Instructional and K·8 
flights take place. The high cloud burns off. It 
begins to look really good. 11 40 K-8 gets away 
from the winch and the private owners 'aerotow 
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April 30, 2000 was a classic illustration of the British weather's ability to give widely varying conditions only miles apart. I find it fascinating that pilots under the superb 
conditions in the west (roughly, between the Wetsh border, M4 and M40). though flying in the same area as those from clubs on its edges, generally did much bigger tasks. 

And May Day Monday? Certainly in the Midlands. where I'm based, pilots who teft the ir gliders rigged were disappointed . Massive over-developm ent spoiled what I. . 
started as a good day. Iwonder if it was like th at elsewhere? Mef Eastburn ~ 

Aug ust - September 2000 31 

~ 	here at 16, and now fl ies for Briti ~ h Airwdys. The 
two-seaters St<Htto soa r. 14.00 r-irst pri va te 
ow ner's launch. Soon the sky is full o f gliders. 
P,lul gets to H ay and back, then abandons: lain 

goes north and Domini c goes to Shobdon, three 
times, bciore scr ubbing. I\) O I,lndouts, remarkably. 

15.30 Lots of people wa nt BI fli ghts . The K-13 is 
still grounded. 16.30 M artin report s a thermal off 
the north end: S.l kt average. Exc itement as five 

gliders fo ll ow each o ther round the c ircu it: there's 
a K-2 1 in the midd le of the ruml',lY, the retrieve 
driver is " resting" - the duty instructor uses words 
some of us have never heard before . 17.10 A 
brand-new Bentl ey crui ses in and the driver asks 
how to join : "' ...cletJ ils o f our Di amond member

ship dea l, Sir!" 20.00 Last launch. We recru ited 
1R members. Not a bad day, rea ll y. Jon Hall 

_ 

):- the D C return s (ri ght), unable to open the ai r
bra kes . He sides lips, overfl ies the l<l unchpnint, 
turn s ,lt the enduf 09 to land a lillie heavil y on 
33, before stopping abruptl y. A flurry of CM S r<lces 
to check all is w ell (it is). j<lson, the journal ist, 

assumes thi s is norma I. 13.40 The Super Cub goes 
sick. 14.15 Pi1wnee rapidl y D I'd and launching 
re-start s. Loca l soa rers are nuw up in force. 14.40 

D ave L,llimer fi xes the Super Cub and helps 
red uce the queue. 15.10 CF I Tony Limb return s in 
his LS-S from a 126km task to Chcclworth and 

Broadway. In the next 90 m ins, mos t of the uoss
country pilots lanel, having done 11 0-l S0km . 
Chairman Richi lrd Collings lands w ith jdsun and 

reports onl y some loca l cu give li ft. 16.24 A :> 

queue comes to life. Cigarettes are extinguished, 
pees taken, parachutes strapped on. 11 50 Duty 
tug pilot Norman Evans tows gliders into the air 
without ceasing for the next four hours except to 
refuel the tug and himself. 14.10 Ian Santos 
completes a two-hour Bronze leg. The first BI 
flight of the day. Lovely cu everywhere. 14.23 
ANOTHER winch foul-up: parachute through the 
roller box, requiring new eyelet, and adjustment 
to the pay-out brake. The 30-minute delay 
enables duty instructor to eat a sandwich. 16.18 
First cross-country pilots return : Simon France 
and Rod Weaver in Nimbus variants (220km, 
Didcot OIR) followed by six more returns, mostly 
from 150km tasks. Some did the 'Pylon' task, a 
50km triangle handicapped so that even Bronze 

activities: trailer washing, grass mowing and 
walking. Low stratus persists. 11 .35A Puchacz 
punctures a front tyre and is towed back for 
repairs. Unsoarable, but Tom Ebinger enjoyed 
his "Gliding Experience" - a 13th birthday 
present from his parents, who are with him. 
12.45 Mike Larkin lands after over an hour in the 
club Junior. Brian Marsh is the first private 
owner to launch in his LS-8 but Dave Booth 
de-rigs his. ?3. 00 The sun 's gone and clouds 
are darkening ominously - we seem to be right 
on the dividing line for the weather. 13.45 We 
change ends, and launching re-starts after 30 
mins. t4.25 "Launch rage" erupts as the strain 
of using the narrow tarmac strip, and having to 

. ~ 
Norlhamplonshire 

pilots in two-seaters can win it. 17.30 Three 
Astirs return, two from Didcot and one from 
Camarthen (205km). Everyone had trouble with 
stratus at Didcot. Ian Santos completes his 
Bronze with launch failure checks. 18. 15More 
returners : Hugh Rattray's sexy wingleted Vega 
(303km, Enstone-Bridgnorth), Mike Dunlop's 
Phoebus (305km, Didcot-Kidderminster). 19.00 
Last landing: Armin Gruber 's LSpatz (110km, 
Kemble OIR) . His complaints about the cold at 
5,500ft receive scant sympathy. /9.01 -20.00 The 
muddy field means the kit needs hosing down. 
Members sneak off to the bar but are quickly 
retrieved. Private gliders are left out: Monday's 
forecast is good. In the bar the most common 
phrase is "... there I was ... " Maureen Weaver 

clear it to let the tugs land, takes its toll. The 
Silene is a mud victim, bogged down half way to 
the launchpoint. 1440 Drama as tuggie radios 
he can 't use the flaps after a loud bang from the 
rear cockpit. After a flapless landing, a group 
gathers to give expert opinions (left). 1520 Duo 
Discus returns having turned back at Watford 
Gap. 15.25 More drama - Silene groundloops, 
but is undamaged. 15.40 The first spots of rain. 
16.15 Steadily-increasing rain, but we haven't 
given up yet! 16.40 We stop after 51 tows. 17 50 
Bar chat reveals only two cross-countries: Brian 
(Little Rissington, 154km) and Frank Davies 
(Edgehill-Bicester, 137km). 18.30 Another lovely 
dinner in the clubhouse. Siobhan Hindley 

»- Skylark 4 lands from W es ton, the p ilot c laiming 
he needs a practi ce aerotow. 16.40 AS'IIV 22 

return s reporti ng better cond it io ns wes t of 
Enstone. Concern is growing fo r james, our 
you ngest so lo p il o t, who has been silent since 
leav ing on only his second cross -country in the 
c lub ASW 19 at 13.17 - 102 kill to th e I·ves!. 17.02 
It's now very flat loca ll y and dc-r igging is well 

under way. 17.40 The ASW 19 trailer leaves 
w 've hea rd from J<l mes. He's done more than 
170krn ... but not q uite via hi s intended TPs! 

18.05 Last fli ght h,] s landed, all the tria l lessons 
cOlllp leted. The c lub hanga r is packed. Pri va te 
g li ders are in trJ ilers or picketed (" tomorrow w ill 

be beller") . Ca lm returns. Mel Eastburn 
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TIPS FROM THE COACH 


Time to get your Silver 

Never mind the weather: there's still 
time to fly your Silver this season. 
National Soaring Coach Simon 
Adlard offers advice on what to do 

G
OOD SOARABLE weather can be 
difficult to predict in the UK. Even 
when the fo recas t looks poor, short 

peri ods of highly-soarab le conditions ca n 
crop up unexpectedly. I have flown several 
hundred kilometres on days w ith a bad 
fo recast, and many of my best fli ghts so fill' 
th is season have come after an unexpected 
late aftern oon clea rance. So it is essen ti al to 
be ready to fly a Silver leg at short not ice. 

When an unexpectedly good day arri ves, 
it's common to see pilots ru shing around 
trying to get ready. If you 've ever tri ed thi s, 
there seem to be il Lhou sancl things to do. 
Your workload on a day w hen a Si Iver leg is 
to be attempted ca n be reduced by a littl e 
pre-flight preparat ion, much of whi ch can 
be clone days in advance ... 

Your trailer and glider 
The trailer is likely lo be important for a 
Silver distance attempt, bu t it is often 
forgotten. If you're lucky, [here should be li t
tle to do except check the tyres and brakes 

and see if the lights work. If unlucky, you 
will be glad you took d look dt it before the 
arriva l of th ilt sOill'J bl e day. 

Fortundtely, gliders are oiten maintained 
better than the trail ers they live in; however, 
there are still a few things that need to be 
thought about. The first - probabl y the most 
important - is to check th at th e w heelbril ke 
is working, since flying cross-country with 
out one is inv iting di saster. You w ill <l lmost 
certa inly have already flown the glider you 
intend to do your badge il ttempt in, and w ill 
have a good idea of how the instruments 
work. You may not, though, have had to rely 
on the compass. It is well worth checking it 
for errors. 

There is now a wide vari ety of electroni c 
gismos ava il ab le to pi lots, including CPS 
and logger . All rely on electri c ity, so a 
supply of workin g batteries is a good idca. 
Whether or not th ese should be used for 
Sil ver attempts w ill , I'm sure, be deba ted for 
years to come. O ne thing is certa in : the time 
to lea rn to use thcm is not on your ea rl y 
cross-countries. If you do have a CPS or 
similar, learnto use it in flight in the back of 
a two-sea te r. 

You 
Before you attempt Jny Silver leg, especially 

the distJnce or five hours, take time to 
ensure you have everything that you need 
for yourself. Thi s inc ludes hat, sunglJ 5SeS, 
sun cream, toad and most importantl y, 
drink. Dehydration is probabl y the greatest 
cause of poor fl ying and the symptoms CJ n 
creep up on you unnoti ced. You shou ld 
drink regularl y, about half a litre an hour. If 
you ever got home after a day at the air field 
feeling exhausted with a headache, then 
you w ere probably dehydra ted. Ii you don 't 
hilve one, J camelbak-styl e drink system is a 
worthwhil e investment. 

Task planning 
Some c lubs have tri ed and tested milk run s 
for Sil vc r d istance, bu t it is still a good id,'a 
to work oUl severa l diiierent destinati ons ior 
different wi nd directions. You will need to 
consider airspace, distance and the type of 
terrain you will have to fly over. When 
working out the di stance you w ill also hilve 
to take into account th e one per cent rul e. 
Thi s states rhJt the height diffcrence from 
the top of the IJunch to the pl ace of landing 
should be no more than one per cent of the 
totJI distance fl own . For instilncc, if your 
home airfield is at 500 ft and the destinJti on 
airfi eld is th e same elevati on 60km away 
then you may launch up to a height of 

THE SPRING of 1999 saw me determined to 
get my Silver. But , as ever in gliding , things 
never go quite to plan. If a day is taken off work 
the weather is poor or others have the Discus 
and the Junior - or, more importantly, the club 
barograph/loggers. However, persistence led 
to my Silver height in July - by 34ft! 

It became a standing joke thereafter that 
every time I got to the airfield I booked the 
Discus for a 50km/5hr attempt and never went 
anywhere. Once I took a 2,OOOft aerotow... 
and landed at Elvington, 13km from my home 
airfield at Pocklington. On another - perfect 
day, II arrived at the airfield to find a grid of 42 
gliders waiting to launch in our two-seater 
competition , and had to settle for local soaring 
in a K-21 as the Discus and Junior were 
unavailable. 

But finally, on September 9, my day dawned. 
I declared Kirton in Lindsey O/R for a total of 
1106km , and winched straight into a 6kt 
thermal. At 3,300ft I set off for the River 
Humber - as much a psychological barrier as 
a physical one . I didn't really get the decent 
height I wanted, but crossed anyway. Half way 
over I entered a strong thermal, finding it 
somewhat disconcerting to look down the wing 
into muddy water. 

On the Lincolnshire bank my troubles 
began: none of the clouds worked. I started to 

take more than just a passing interest in the 
fields below and realised that , before things 
got desperate, I should get back to my own 
side of the river to make the retrieve easier. 

Then salvation arrived: a brilliant 4.5kt aver
age thermal to more than 4,OOOft. Now I had to 
overcome the mental barrier of being utterly 
beyond getting back to Pocklington. At this 
height I had no excuse , so I turned south 
towards Kirton . Scunthorpe slipped by to the 
east. Soon , though , the sky went blue and 
strong sink had me looking for a decent field; 
but once again the varia beeped merrily and 
we were climbing. 

Half way round a turn I saw my next cause 
for concern: a giant smoke loop in the sky 
about four miles away in the direction I wanted 
to go. It was probably a lone Red Arrow prac
tising over Scampton. As long as he stayed 
there I was happy, but I did wonder where his 
eight team mates were! If they were around , I 
never saw them and conveniently drifted 
towards Kirton in the thermal, elated by the 
knowledge that, whatever happened , my 
50km was in the bag. 

Rounding Kirton , I reset the GPS for home 
(though I was map-reading , honest). The 
steelworks at Scunthorpe helped me on my 
way. I had been told it was a good thermal 
source. And was it just! Bang . I thought the 

wings had dropped off. It didn't seem to matter 
what I did with stick and rudder - the glider did 
its own thing. 

I wouldn't exactly say I was scared and the 
glider was going up, but after 500ft of this 
rollercoaster I had had enough. 

Half way across the Humber, going north, I 
came across a thermal I couldn 't refuse, 
although I still didn't care much for the acres of 
mud flats below. Then I hit a cloud street, the 
first of the flight: cruising at 50kts and going up 
at 2kts. When the varia went off the clock I 
knew the last climb would take me back. 

After three-and-a half-hours in the air, I 
decided to try for Silver duration . But I was 
tired , needed to pay a visit and the sky went 
blue again. I must have lost concentration 
because, almost before I knew it , 1,500ft was 
lost and the circuit beckoned. 

So how did I feel afterwards? Slightly disap
pointed I hadn't stuck with it for five hours but, 
overall, delighted that a flight so long in the 
planning had. finally been achieved on one of 
the last days of our Indian summer. And the 
elusive five-hour flight? Who knows - maybe 
on a ridge in the winter? 

For now, the knowledge I have broken the 
umbilical with my home airfield and flown over 
the horizon is sufficient. 
Graham Wadforth, Wolds GC 
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Ian Easson (above) with the glider which nearly got him Silver height. See right for what went wrong 

1,968ft: one per cent of 60km. If, however, 
your destination is only 100ft then you will 
now only be able to launch to 1,56Bft. 

Then talk the chosen destinations through 
with an instructor just to check that you are 
certain of any airspace considerations and 
that your choice of landing place is suitable. 
Mark these routes on the map in advance in 
waterproof pen. On the day, the ones you 
aren't using can be rubbed out. 

On the day 
The first thing to do before attempti ng Silver 
distance or five hours is to ask permission 
from the duty instructor. Once given, you 
should prepare the glider. If this means 
rigging, don't rush it. Be ca reful and make 
sure you get an independent control check. 

The next thing to do is to check Notams 
for any temporary airspace on track. These 
are listed in order of longitude from south to 
north, so rather than read the whole lot just 
read the Notams for the areas of longitude 
you'll be flying in. Th en ring the freephon e 
number for Roya l Flights and Red Arrows 
displays (0500 3S4B(2). It is also a good 
idea to phone your inten ded destination to 
check your arrival won't cause problems. 

If all goes well you should now be ready 
for your Silver distance with an unrushed, 
relaxed mind . Assuming the weather is 
going to remain fine all day, the best time to 
launch on task is about mid-day. Successful 
Silvers have, however, been done from as 
late as l 7.00-18 .00hrs. 

While you're waiting, fly a circu it or two, 
just to get a feel for the day and the glider. 
Once you 've decided to launch on task, 
have a clear idea of where you're going to 
go in order to climb away. Remember what 
your maximum allowilble launch height is. 

Once established in a good climb, look 
down track to see what conditions are like. 
If the sky looks the same as where you ilre 
now, then the chances are that it is going to 
be equally sOil rilble there. The other thing 
you must do is choose at leas t two good
looking clouds on your route to go for, and 
if poss ible look for a route that joins these 
clouds together using ilny other bits and 
pieces of cloud. The decision to set off on 
track should not normally be made below 
3,000ft but you should decide before you 
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reach cloudbase, since heading towards 
your next cloud becomes increas ing 
difficult as you get closer to cloud. 

Silver distance is not a rilce, so the normal 
rul e is to get high ilnd stay high. There is, of 
course, the possibility that you will get low. 
If you do, it is easy to end up faffing around 
in the belief that you are climbing - or to fly 
round in c ircles looking for a climb - when 
in reality all you are doing is slowly (or not 
so slowly) sinking. The best thing to do, 
provided you're going towards a reasonabl y 
lilndable area, is to keep pressing on down 
track towards likely-looking clouds until lift 
is found or you land out (you would 
probJbly have landed out. anyway). You will 
of course be current and know when to 
switch from trying to stay up successfull y to 
making sure you land safely. 

Navigation 
You wi II also have to keep on top of the nav
igation. It is easy to get confused by every 
small village and road, leading to the worry 
that you don't know exactly where you are. 
The best thing to do is to use large and dis
tinctive features Jnd to know that you are 
somewhere between X and Y. It is also 
important to know where you Jre not - that 
is, not too close to controlled airspace. 

If you are unsure of your exact position 
then, provided you know you are not in 
controlled airspace, don't panic! See if you 
can find a few distinctive features on the 
ground and then try to find them on the 
map. Don 't try to do this the other way 
round: it's easy to convince yourself that 
you are almost anywhere! If you have a CPS 
with you, don't rely on it. Always use it with 
a map and keep track of where you are. 
Then if it fails you won't be totally lost. 

Eventually you will find yourself Jt your 
destination. Identify a few distinctive 
ground features beyond your goal to warn 
you if you overshoot. The decision when to 
land is yours but watch a few loca l gliders to 
get an idea of circuit and landing area . 

Once you've landed, you need to get your 
lallding certificate signed by either one 00 
or two other witnesses. Phone your club so 
that the duty instructor knows you've arr ived 
safely, then sit back and wait for the \. . 
retrieve. ~ 

IT HAD BEEN another typical Friday morning: 
meetings in Edinburgh. As they ended, I 
decided (having missed the forecast) to see 
what was happening at my club , Portmoak. 

As I arrived, three or four gliders were on the 
ridge, so I put my name on the flying list. I was 
pleased the Junior flying was "no fuss " FUS 
(left). As a pre-Bronze pilot, my only single
seater experience was the club's two Juniors. 
I preferred the lighter-handling FUS. When my 
turn came, I checked the windsock and noticed 
a couple of blue bits in the sky. 

I launched to 1,400ft and headed for Bishop 
Hill : six or seven beats in 2kts up got me to 
2,500ft. As II turned back I could see what 
looked like the beginnings of a cloud behind a 
blue gap, almost directly above me. I had 
plenty of height so turned away from the hill. 
Almost immediately the turbulent lift turned 
silky smooth. Could this be wave? II was 
smooth, but rather weak, to say the least. 

I slowed FUS down to around 40kts and 
tracked along the front of the slowly-building 
line of cloud. The vario sang happily and the lift 
was now 2kts. This was definitely wave and it 
was my very first experience of it. Oh, I'd read 
the books and listened to the pundits, but as far 
as wave flying was concerned, I was a virgin . 

Unsure how long it would continue, I flew 
back along the same face. I was now at 
3,500ft, but didn 't want to venture too far. I 
soon discovered I could fly along the face of 
the now classic wave cloud (I'd seen the pic
tures, remember) like a "hill ". To my complete 
surprise I managed 5,000ft, a personal best. I 
could see gliders 3,000ft below me (scratching 
away on Bishop), the Forth bridges to the 
south, St Andrews to the east , Dundee to the 
north east and, to the west, the familiar hills of 
Strathearn . The complete wave system was 
visible below me: straight lines of cigar-shaped 
clouds, wide blue gaps - just like the books! As 
the altimeter wound on 500ft, I thought how 
good it would be to get 6,000ft. I called the 
launchpoint to see what the waiting list was 
like. When I told them I was in wave, overhead 
the site, at 6,000ft in six up, I couldn't help smil
ing. This was supposed to be a quick flight off 
Bishop hill. I had been in the air for 45mins and 
could have stayed all day. But my bladder was 
'beginning to protest. Of course, I wasn 't pre
pared - I didn't expect this (isn't there a rule 
that says always expect the unexpected?) . By 
now I was nearing 7,000ft , so decided to get 
that then let someone else have a go. 

Brakes open, and a lot of gentle turns later I 
was back at 2,000ft with a clear view of the site: 
down I went. Some people were ridge soaring 
but I had been to the wave. They say the first 
time is always the best , and I'll certainly never 
forget this one. As I waited for a retrieve I 
checked the figures: flight time, 1hr 5mins; 
launch , 1,400ft; max height, 7,000ft; height 
gain - 5,600ft . Silver height. But I didn't have a 
barograph with me , did I? What was that about 
a rule that says: "always be prepared"? 

Ian Easson, Scottish Gliding Centre 
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SUARING ABRUAU 


A trip around M1 

Monet Chana, an 
Assistant Instructor at 
Wolds GC, describes his 
second visit to the 
Gliding Club of Kenya 

WINTER was approJching - the perfec t 
opportunity to hJve il breJ k il nu visit 
relatives in a wa rmer cl imate: Kenya, 

East AiriGl. At least I could be assured of bett er 
weather; and, I hoped, have the opportunity 
to pu t my gliding skill s and experience into 
practi ce in another, ve ry bea utiful part 
of the world . 

O n arri vi ng in Na irobi for three weeks in 
November 1998, alii was in terested in were 
the cumulus clouds, I could see them from the 
)omo Kenya tlJ Airport to the end of the 
hori zon, sCil Uered JII over the sky in 
whi chever direc ti on I looked. " Heaven" to 
glider pilots, or a drea m come true. 

AitE.r seuling down at my sister's pl ilce in 
Nairobi, th ' first thing I did was ring the 
Gliding Club of Kcnya, 12S km north of 
Na irobi , north of Nyeri Town neil r the 
AberdJre National Pa rk, and arranged il dJy 
there. I spoke to Peter, the cl ub's uwnpr, whom 
I alreildy knew from a prev ious visit in 1997 
when I spen t two very enjoyJble days there. 

The club has one north-south strip, also used 
for power, with about 1 ,300m of usab le 
length . It is 6,3 00ft above sea level. To the ast 
of the strip is Mt Kenya, which sta nds there 
proudly and looks beauti ful. To the west are 
the Aberdil re Mountains, a wonderful sight. 
There is wave from the Aberdares in westerli es 
in the ea rl y morning (until abou t 09.00hrs) but 
this hasn't yet been tJken advantJge of by the 
glidi ng club and thermals brea k it up as the 
day progresses. 

The T-21 used by the Gliding Club of Kenya. Other 
club gliders are a K-13, Tutor and Std Jantar 

Above and right: Mweiga, the base of the Gliding 
Club of Kenya, from the air. The longest glider flight 
from here is an out and return to Lake Baringa, 
about 300km - "no mean feat,"says visitor Ted 
Norman, "when you look at the countryside below. .. " 

To my surprise, when I got there Peter had 
the K-1 3 ready and wa iting at the launchpoint. 
After hav ing a check flight w ith him, I first took 
my brother-in-law fl y ing. We had a w inch 
la unch to 1 ,200ft and looked for a c loud to fl y 
under ... but no matter wher I looked, 
there were cumulus clouds - ta lk about spoilt 
for choice! 

I dec ided to turn east and straight under a 
super cumulus cl oud. The vario went off the 
clock, we turned in 
and we could not 'I went back to the Kenyan way believe the rate of 1O,OOOft and 14,000ft, I 

of thermalling and in no timeclimb. O ne thing played very sa fe and made 
about the thermals, at all 1 was at 14,000ft sure that I had enough 

for them. Ag in there was lots to see: Masai 
settl ements, Nyeri Town, the famous Tree Tops 
Holel a li tt le furth er on. You ca n find vourself 
soa ri ng over wil d li fe, including ' l I)h'ant .mel 
buffa lo. Although there were cl oud. every

where in the sky and the 
'Ioudbase was between 

I had to turn a lot 
tighter than we do in England. I did try turning 
w ider but did not c limb as well. So I went 
back to the Kenyan way of thermalling. 

In no time at alii was at 14,000ft, and of 
course at that I straightened up and dec ided to 
go on a small trip ilround Mt Kenya and back, 
which is about 1 SOkm . With the scarc ity of 
roads and absence of outlanding poss ibiliti es I 
stayed high at all timE'S . 

We ca ille ba k and landed, then I fl ew w ith 
my sister: another winch launch and, agilin, 
clouds were everywhere. I went straight into 
an off-the-clock thermal and this time decided 
to go wes t tOWe rd s the Abercbres. We cI imbed 
to a suffi c ient height , straightened and headed 

height all the time. We 
never got below 10,000 feel and were always 
in reach of the fi c ici , There are some fa rmer's 
airstrips on the north side of the airfield and ,1 

few to the east, west and south . At the time 
Peter did not have a lrailer or a tug to retri eve 
the K-1 3 I was flying, but now he has . 

I rea ll y had very good fli ghts and enjoyed 
every minute of it. My sister and brother-in 
law both enjoyed il so much as they h,ldnever 
flown in a gl ider before. 

Nowa bit abo ut the gliding c lub. It can be 
reached by ca r, bea ring in mind some of the 
road is very rough, It is also poss ible to reach 
the c lub by pri vil le p lane, whi ch would take 
ilbout 3S-40 mi nutes fl yi ng time from Jomo 
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t Kenya 

Kenya tt a Airport, Na irobi . Both means o f 
transport ca n be arranged through the owner 
of the G liding Club of KenyJ, Peter 
Allmendinger Jnd h is w ife, PetrJ, who Jre 
hJppy to arrJ nge tra nsport to and from NJirobi 
if necessa ry, prov ided th at prior arra ngements 
have been made. 

Th e A llmendingers offer Jccommodati on at 
, 	 their Sa ngara Ranch. Thi s is set in the midd le 

of the vas t open space o f Aberdare Natio nal 
Park w ith lots of ga me to see, and trJ llsport is 
provided to Jnd from the gliding c lu b. If thi s 
accommodati o n is fu l l there are severJ I very 
good opti ons nea r the c lub. The nea rest, the 
Aberda re Country Club, is Jbout five minutes 
in a car. There is also th e Outspa n Ho tel in 
Nyeri, w hi ch is Jbout 20 min utes in J ca r. 

To experi ence the best sOJ ring conditi ons 
for soJrin g, the ti me o f yea r YOLI should go is 
betlVeen Chri stm as and Apri I, wh en th e 
average heights gJ ined are between 14,000ft 

and 18, 000ft. September and 
Oc tober can also be good, although 
ci o lldbJse during these months is 
nCJ rer 1 2, 000-13, OOOft. 

Mweiga is a very interesting site to 
fly from . When flying from here you 
must obey every bit o f bri efing given 
by Peter, espec ial ly o n c ircuit p lan
ning (finJI turn no lower than 500ft), 
o therwise you w ill give Peter a heart 
Jttack ! Fl v Jnd Jt the same time see 
the gJme'when in season. I have 
been here tw ice and done some good 
fli ghts and enjoyed every b it of it. 

To share my ex peri ence o f heJven 
a trip to th G li d ing Club o f Kenya, idea ll y 

IPS between December Jnd April , is an Jbso lute 
Ir must. Not onl y is th e w ildli fe a sight not to be 
d missed, but the w ho le experience of a totall y 

di fferen t w orld hJS to be seen to be bel ieved .. . 
e 

Airtield tel: + 254 17 1 5S040 
J wII'w.innowebtive.delkenY3.htm 
Jde 

ys 

J 
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Peter Allmendinger (right) briefs Ted Norman of 
RAFGSA Bicester before a K-13 f/(ght at Mweiga 

:ding August - Septembe r 2000 

Gill Pennant 
and Norman 
James, from 
The Soaring 

Centre, visited 
the Gliding Club 

of Kenya in 
January 2000. 
Norman (right) 
takes a winch 
launch in the 

club 's Tutor. In 
the foreground 

is the K-13. This 
photo, and the 

view through 
the club T-21 's 

windscreen 
(left) were taken 
by Gill Pennanl 

Other photos 

from Ted 

Norman 


Club operations at Mweiga airstrip 
AS PART of my job I recently had 
the good fortune to go to the 
Gliding Club of Kenya, writes Ted 
Norman. It is based at Mweiga, a 
small grass airfield on the edge of 
the Aberdare National Park. The 
scenery is , to say the least, 
impressive. Peter and Petra 
Allmendinger have been running 
the club for a number of years . Peter, who did his 
instructor training in the UK in 1992, has some 
2,SOOhrs/1 0,000 launches. 

The standard of instruction was excellent. Peter 
gave me a comprehensive briefing on site and 
conditions. The thermals were narrow and strong : 
even at 16.00hrs we were getting 3-Sm/s to 4,000ft 
AGL (1 0,0001t AMSL) . 

The club operates four gliders (a K-13 , Tutor, 
T-21 Sedbergh and Jantar) in good condition 
considering their age and the availability of spare 
parts . They are maintained by Peter and his staff . 

Launching is normally by winch 
(when I flew we got to 1.000ft with 
little wind) . There is a 300HP 
American truck winch , U/S await 
ing spares, and a 200HP diesel 
winch. Both use stranded wire. 
There is a PA-2S Pawnee for 
aerotows. Cable retrieve is with a 
VW Beetle and gliders are towed 

with a Mini Moke. Local staff carry out all ground 
handling , including signalling. Parachutes are 
worn only in the single-seaters and the club has no 
third party insurance. Medical and fire equipment 
is in the hangar ; the local hospital 1 Okm away has, 
says Peter, excellent facilities. 

The club appeared a very professional opera
tion and I was impressed by its hospitality. If you 
are in Kenya, I recommend a visit. The aircraft 
might already be in your logbook, but where in the 
UK - apart from London GC - would you get to 
soar over such exotic wildlife? ~ 

c 
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THELONG FLIGHT SOUTH 

Minsk to Mombasa 

To see one of the world's largest 
lead-and-fo"ows, visit Istanbul 
for a few days around August 25, 
says David Rhys-Jones 

EVERY August, storks that spend the 
summer in Russia ,md Central Europe 
start their long journey to overwinter 

in Africa. The mountains of Eastern Anatolia 
form a natural barrier, and there are no 
thermals over the Mediterranean and Black 
Sea. Most birds, therefore, make for the 
Bosphorus - in some fJlaces, only a few 
hundred yards wide. 

For a day each summer, the sky i5 full of 
storks, hundreds of thousands of them, in 
slowly rotating spirals, as far as the eye can 
see. Th e next day, there are none. 

Their numbers are swelled by the year's 
offspring: early 5010 pilots. All are born with 
the ability to execute perfectly-banked turns 
and equipped with varios more sensitive 
than money can buy. However, this alone 
will not get you more than a few fields 
downwind. Hence the lead-and-follow. 

Of 100,000 storks, some will find 
thermals. The rest can leech. Youngsters 
need only follow and pick up the theory as 
they go along. With cloudbase at 10,000It, 
huge natural obstacl es en route are just 
breathtaking scenery. 

However, things ca n go wrong. August is 
normally a month of cloudless skies and no 
rain. But in '1997 it rained all summer: rivers 
flooded, hillsides collapsed and ancient 
locals said they'd never seen anything like it. 

The storks crossed the Bosphorus and 
continued up the Gulf of Izmit, occasionally 
trying to SOcH in the few intervals of sun. 
From here thev would normallv take a 
thermal to 7,000ft and head so'uth - over the 
coastal mountains on to the high, dry plains 
beyond. But th ere were no thermals ancl the 
mountains were in cloud. Some exp lored 
the many steep valleys that cut into th e side 
of th e pl atea u. Some experimented with 
wave, and hill lift. Others sat disconsolately 
in the fields, hunting for a diminishing 
supply of small invertebrates, grumbling or 
reading back numbers of 5&G. 

I ca me across one groUfJ of about 500 
storks in a narrow vallev, clustered in a 
patch of damp pa sture. 'As I watched, two 
were dispatched to investigate some mild 
turbulence. They flJPpedup to 300ft and 
attempted to scratch. After 20 mins they 
admitted defea t an d carne back. The res t of 
the group digested this fact for a few minutes 
then, with one accord, lumbered into the air 
and flapped dolefully up the va lley. 

On the following weekend, the frontal 
system cleared north-western Turkey and I 
went to try to glide at the Turkish Fl ying 
Association, Inonu (a t 2,600ft up on the 
road to Afyon ). 

Ataturk set up the TFA at much the same 
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time as the Germans did their gliding move
m nt, probably for much the same re,lsons. 
It has a stone-built control tower, briefing 
rooms and dining halls. For aircraft it has 
20 Puchaczs, several jantars, a Romanian 
aluminium sailplane, and a Ventus. 

There was iln invers ion at 2,500ftAGL: I 
scraped for an hour below it. Looking up, 
I saw that the sky seemed il strange texture, 
This resolved itself into thousands of tiny 
specks some 2,000ft <lbove. All moving in a 
straight line, south. It was the storks - at 
7,000ft in wave above the inversion. 

To Westerners, the stork is a large bird with 
a long beak that delivers babies in a cloth 
sling, thereby contravening a raft of lATA 
regulations. This myth has probably arisen 
because storks tend not to visit US and 
English suburbia. They can't or won't cope 
with the airspace restrictions. Instead, they 
fly in the lands of the big horizon: wintering 
in southern and central Africa, and nesting 
in Turkey, Russia and Eastern Europe. Here, 
they are looked upon as symbols of good 
fortune. A stork's nest on your chimney will 
bring luck, which far outweighs the 
inconvenience of an inoperable heating sys
tem. Above all, the stork has total control of 
its life. It spends the winter soaring in the 
sun without toiling for a lifetime to pay for 
the privilege. It can travel from Minsk to 
Mombasa with hardly a wing beat, in a series 
of beautifully-centred thermalling turns and 
skillfully-directed glides that make it the 
ultimate cross-country pilot 

How did th ey know it was there? How did 
they get to it? They have flown thi s route 
since the last Ice Age, say 10,000 years. 
Tha t's a good deal longer than we have been 
trying to stay ai rborn e in southern England. 
So they have the experi ence, but how on 
earth do they communi cate the permuta
tions of wave lift produc d by different 
topography Jnd meteorologica l conditions? 

The answer is that they perform the very 
cerebral act of soaring very much better 
than we do and can hardl v be described as 
bird-brained. They are als~, like glider 
pilots, very sociable. If you imagine the 
endl ess ly-repeated gliding stories of the 
turned-Membury-with-200ft variety, handed 
down from generation to generation, you 
begi n to see how it's done. 
When the storks flew up the Gult" uf Izmit last 
August th ey must have seen a picture or terrible 
devastation. This artie/e is dedicdtcd to the 
charmin,~, resi lient and resourceful peuple of this 
corner of the world. Any g lider pilot visiting 
Turkey wou ld bE' made welcome at Inonu. 
Gliding doesn't seriously start until MJ)'. 

Contact Tarik Giikdemirl Taner Erdem: 
Fax (October to ""fay) 00 903 72 278 0744 or 
(MdY to October) 00 90222597 27 74 
mohile 0542 81567.55 

UK REGIONAlS 


Bernie Morris sings the praises 
of a competition where you fly 
after purists would have landed 

THE AVERAGE age of pilots at the 
Bidford Regionills must have been well 
over 50. Perhaps we've done our share 

of landing in fields and ca n now afford th e 
luxury of not hav ing to. In six rac ing days, 
35 1,1Ildouts were scored without a 
single outlanding (35 happy farmers?). Lots 
of good flying followed "Iandouts" - and we 
were all in the bar before the evening mea l. 

Saturday, June 3 (Weather 1 - Pilots 0): 
Woken early hy the rain bea ting on th e 
ca ravan roof. 09.30 briefing included an 
explanation of ass igned area tasks (AATs) 
followed by rebriefings . Sacrifi cia l tugs and 
Puchaczs were regularly thrown into the sky 
to appease the cloud gods while first launch 
times came and went. At 16.40, director 
Persistent Pete (Pete Freeman) finallv 
conceded defeat, so justin Will s ga~e an 
excellent briefing on flying AATs. 

Sunday: Woken eilrly by the brilliant 
sunshine. Prompt gridding and repea ted 
rebriefings ended in a 20"1 .7kl11 quadrilateral 
(Aston Down-Towcester). Cloudbase was 
2,500ft AMSL and on the first leg th e 
Cotswolds rose to about 1 ,000ft AMSL. 
Increasing upper cloud added to the fun. All 
very charac ter-building. After some low 
scrilpes we went west to get more spilce 
between the ground and us (a decis ion 
welcomed by m)' co-pil ot, jeff Warren). The 
second leg, wi th cloud streets, was fast but 
the last looked far less inviting and my 
caution and misunderstood computer 
resulted in five mil es of final glide at 120kt, 
unabl e to get below 700ft to cross the finish 
line (30 minutes before the next finisher). 
We won the day at 82 .3km/h. 

Ian (Podge) Cook had to deploy his engine 
at our first low scrape to fl y downhill to 
lower ground. He scored a distance of 16km 
and no points. He then restarted and flew 
the task at a speed which would have given 
him second pl ace. Would that happen in 
non-turbo comps? Ralph Jones exceeded the 
start height by 51 ft and got a 1 (lO-point 
penalty. He wasn't amused but we were. Bill 
Ingli s scored no points: his logger softwa re 
upgrade had changed the presets. 

Monday: Newly-arrived ca ptain john 
Young outsnored me, Awoke to gloom. 
Scrubbed at 15.00 but launched anvwav as 
John hadn' t flown for seven months: ' 
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Bringing your own thermals 

Tuesday : Earplugs g;we me a good night's 

sleep, Awoke to an approaching front wi th 
the promi se of a ridge behind, and launched 
at 1:l.45 hrs on a 170,1 km po lygon w ith the 
cloudbase rising to 4,500fL A grea t romp 
down the first leg into a 24kt headwind, 
Then the wave interfered from the Welsh 
mountains imd the c loud spread out and 
lowered, Very sporting - for 13 pilots, too 
sporting, and iron thermals were used. We 
all found the down of the wave but Dave 
Findon c limbed to 9,000ft to beat fi ve other 
fini shers home <I t 76.2 km/h. Ian Cook 
would have been second but for load ing 
wrong co-ordi nates for the first TP. Ralph 
jones also had i1 co-ord ina te prob lem and 
fl ew back to the TP to get it right but missed 
the usa bl e yveather to spend two hours ridge 
soaring near Ludlow before sta rting the 
engine. Tony Moul ang came a very well
desel'ved second for gett i ng home from the 
second TP entirely below 2,000ft. john and I 
were pleased to fin ish. If unl y the under
ca rri age had not co ll apsed on landing it 
wou ld all have been very sa tisfactory. 

Wednesday (Director 10 - Met office 0): 
I outsnored john bu t hadn 't woken myself 
up - great earplugs. Soaring foreci1st for 1 kt 
thermals gradually dying, approaching high 
cl oud and a w ind of 25 kt moderating to 
12k!. A three-hour AAT was set. Cloudbase 

went to 4,500ft with therm als of 3.5 -5kt and 
one reported 7kts. We did 246km in the 
l\,limbus and got bi1ck 25 mins too earl y. The 
scoring was debi1ted well into the night. 
Reworked prov isional results kept appea ring 
in the bar: we found we had made fourth 
place and taken the overall lead by six 
po ints. justi n Wil ls and Alan Broadbridge 
\-von the day, but hoI'ScuncOurs. 

Thursday: Woke to high cover and strong 
w inds. The forecast was optimi st iC although 
the Director was sceptical . VVe launched on 
a 200.Skm triangle (Andoversford-O lney). 
The fi rst leg was straight down the cloud
streets bu t cross ing them on the second leg 
with the fly ing w ind of 22 kts was less fun. It 
all then turned blue before th e second turn 
but it was Illore soa rab le than it looked and 
the brave did well . Ian Cook was the bravest 
at 77km/h and clea ned up in his Ventus 2 
whil st Bill Inglis was second ,ll 68km/h in 
his Ventus C having cured all hi s ea rli er soft
wa re problems. We stru ggled over the 
Cotswo lds and couldn't get away from 
Ventuses - back to second overall. 

Friday: Heavy rain . The day was scrubbed 
at 12.00. My capta in left to go sa iling. 

Saturday: AAT of four hours featuring 
O lney. Quite challenging, w ith repeated 
cyc ling and di fficul t-to-find broken thermal 
cores. Every turn seemed to be the wrong 

Perhaps S&Gshouldn't have 
asked the pilot of glider H20 to 
report the Eastern Regionals... 

THERE'S a 1<nd-yacht at Norfo lk GC, 
and for the Eastern Regionals this year 
it seemed strangely appropri ate. In 

spite of neWs of drained fens and lost 
habitat, eco-wa rriors were c learl y recla iming 
swathes of airfield for the Norfolk Broads. 

The first challenge was pitching a tent. 
Much o f the ca mping area was a duck pond 
- complete wi th ducks (see photo, p55). 
Fierce stOrm s on the fi rst nigh t blew down 
tents and marooned carava nners; by Sunday 
the Hus Bos crowd were recruiting for an 
Ark. TiiJenham is a hug well -drainedi 

W\A/2 airfreld, so ndtu rilily our thoughts 
turned to the state of the surroun ding fi elds. 

The first two days were sc rubbed - Met 
men Graham Parker il nd Geoff Haworth 
forecasting bravely. With no tasks to distract 
us, they tried 'xpl ain why the weather was 
li ke th is and w hy we should be tourists, not 
pilots. In addition to forecasting we ll , they 
entertained us roya lly. Norfolk is the onl y 
place where the Met briefing gets a rousing 
round of applause 0 11 a scrubbed day. 

Monday had blue class setting off to their 

August - September 2000 

respective fi elds - john Wilton triumphant 
whil e a large cu-nim prevented most of the 
white c lass laun ching and shot down all 
who did. Eventful retrieves included a Twin 2 
in a whea t fi eld and a Discovery stuck in the 
mud. Tuesday had tasks into unsett led 
wea ther, w ith the added entertainment of a 
large tw ister in the start sector. Prudence 
overcame competitive sp irit w ith no one 
taking advantage of the strong li ft! More 
than half the fi eld didn 't get away, and of 
those who did, all but one landed out. Terry 
Sla ter won blue class, landing just 5km 
short, and Mike Throssell won whi te with 
ep ic c loud climbs. In his howidunnit 
speech, phrases like: " just took the c loud to 
11 ,OOOft," "didn't sec ground till way down 
ti1sk," il nd "when the ice fell off il nd the 
glider fl ew properly again ... " tripped from 
hi s lips, leaving us agog. We are not worthy! 

Wednesday was the best day albeit w ith 
an approaching front: a perfectl y-set task 
allowing even stragglers to get back. Day 
w inners were David Willi ams (blue) and 
O li ver Wa rd (white), il t humbling speeds. 

Friday and Saturday were grid squats as 
we wa ited for the cold front, alleviated by 
Sa turdays' barbecue where the competiti on 
director, Woody, did a stand-up routine of 
local songs and jokes. Other diversions 

way ! Ian Cook won by going south of the 
Wash. I wen t north and ma naged 33 0kms in 
four hou rs, then faced another 1 OOklll in 
strengthening wi nd and wea kening thermals 
- total ti me Shrs 40mins, landing at 18.1 5 in 
time for my co-p ilot to get to the theatre in 
Stratford for 19. 00. Andrew Reid d id 475 km 
of a SOOkm which jilted the areas. Only half 
the fi eld fini shed. Ralph jones started his 
engine after 125 kms and went to the Severn 
estuary to play w ith the sea breeze fronts. 

Sunday: Blue skies, a strong westerl y and 
J promise of upper c loud and deteriorating 
condi tions. Task: 154km (Tewkesbury
Heyford-Chtlrwelton). The unpromising
looking flattened clouds gave good lift but 
the second leg had much poorer c limbs, 
which I recogn ised too late. After the second 
turn, thin gs improved. The race home aga inst 
Dllve Findon and Ian Cook from the thi rd 
turn into w ind was non-stop . Ian won at 
93 .3km/h. Dave and I crossed the hedge 
together for a spectacular finish to the compo 

Pete Freeman did a fa ntasti c job of 
directing and task-setting to get six rac ing 
days. Bidford has outstandingly attractive, 
well ca red fo r fac iliti es and a very friendl y, 
sociab le environment. \A/hat a grea t week! 
Rcsu//.S : 1. D,/Vc f indon; 2, Tony MOU/,lOg; J. 8o'mie 

Murris/fohn I'<JlIng; 4, Iiln Cook: S. Frank /c·ynes. 
Fu ll results in the Uecember-fanuiJrY issue. 

From left: John and Tess Whiting; Mike Miles 
and Simon Whittaker. Tess and Mike, from 
Shenington GC, covered the contest forS&G 

included night-time model aircra ft fly ing 
and Husky dog ra cing (no, it wasn 't the new 
bad wea ther retri eve method) . 

Sunday promised much but co ll npsed 
soon after launching. We set off on 247km 
expec ting to land out - but so soon? IV\OSt 
landed at or nea r the first TP, and the few 
who completed the task have our deepest 
admiration, w ith O li ve r W ard and Dave 
Masson the c lass w inners. 

So that was it: just three fl ying days for my 
class, as in 1999, but we had fun . A couple 
of nov ices enjoyed Norfo lk hosp itality and 
learned much from fe llow competitors and 
the weather(men). We' ll be back. 
HllIc: 1, John Wi/ton; 2. Leigh Hood; J . C Mcinnes. 

Whit e: 7. Ullie Ward; 2, Mike Thwss('lI; 3. j.lCk 

Luxwl). Full rt!5ulb in the Oecc:mber-January iS5Ul': . 
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OPEN CLASS & l8-METRE 


This year's abysmal 
English weather didn't 
relent for the Open and 
la-Metre Class comps 
at Aston Down. Jane 
Randle reports 

Above: the ASH 25s of Robin 
May (13) and Mike Foreman (the 
Scottish ASH, 925) finishing. 
Of 28 Open Class gliders, there 
were nine ASH 25s, two ASW 22s 
and ASW 22BLs as well as 
Nimbus 3s and 4s, and Duo 
Discuses. In the 18-Metre Class, 
with 37 entrants, 20 flew LS-8 18s. 
This included its agent, Martyn 
Wells, who came second. The next 
most popular type was the Ventus, 
flown by its agent, Steve Jones, in 
IS-metre mode as practice for the 
European Championships 

Left: Competition Director and 
BGA Chairman David Roberts, 
on the grid on Tuesday, June 27 

ASTON Down last hosted a nationals 
nearly 40 years ago, when it was still 
all RAF operational airfield. That CO Il

test, in 1962, proved to be one of the best 
ever, with ten soa ring days in a row. In June 
2000, this site in the Cotswolds again 
hosted nationallOmpetitions - not one, but 
two. Together, they managed six days . The 
Open Class Nationals had four days and th e 
l8-Metre Championships had two. 

The competition was opened by the loca l 
MP, Geoffrey Clifton-Brown. He wished 
everyone good luck, and in particular, the 
Briti sh Team - some team members were 
using Aston Down to practise for the 
European Cha mpionships. He inspected the 
sa ilplanes, despite the wet weather, and sat 
in the cockpi t of an ASH 25. 

Several previous Open Class champions 
were taking part, so a keen contest was 
antic ipated, and some very good pilots had 
entered the 18-Metre Class. There had been 
problems finding a venue for the l8-Metre 
championships, and Cotswo ld GC stepped 
in and agreed to host it alongside the Open 
Cla ss when it beca me clea l' that the only 
other option wou ld be to cancel that contest 
thi s yea r. The Open Class, as a national s, 
would take priori ty of launching over the 
championships, 
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Above: Keith Nichotson. from 

Cambridge GC, won the IB-Metre 

Class in his LS-B IB, SKI 

Righ t: PZL-I04 Wilga and Bellanca 
BGCBC Scout tugs la unching the grid ________-'-___..!!!IL.= 

Sunday (Day 1, Open Class) 
After a c lea r, co ld night, hopes were high 
- but the unstabl e airmass soon fill ed with 
low c loud . Before long the Ji r fe lt warm er 
and cumulus formed, but the clouds spread 
out and blockeclthe sun . A lthough the tasks 
were placed in a small patch of good air, it 
was 15 .00hrs before there was a large 
enough c learance to launch the Open Class 
and start the 20 1 km qUJdrilateral task 
(vVantage, Kingsc lere and Ba th Racecourse) . 
There were, however, no relights and B of 
the 28 competitors finished. 

The day winner, Pete Harvey, fl y ing a 
N imbus 4T, set off ea rl y beca use he thought 
thi s wouId be a day to lose, rather than one 
to w in . He was soon c loud fl y ing, and when 
he emerged he saw a grey mess near 
Kingscl ere so di verted to sunlight nea r Riva r 
Hill where he got enough height to go 
round Kingsclere, then back to climb aga in 
into cl oud ... and he hcld enough height to 
iinish the task , It was a day for good luck
to m iss a small therm al at a criti ca l time was 
enough to put you on the ground. Those 

pilots who survived and who persisted were 
rE:'Wa rded; the fini sh rate lent respec tability 
to a somewhat agonising day for task-setters 
and pi lots a like. M odern-day retri eve stories 
were re lated unhappil y; and the fini shers 
looked mightil y relieved . Pete, at 87 .1 km/h, 
ga ined a useful 53 -point lead from Robin 
May in theASH 25. Ken Hartl ey (Nimbu s 3) 
ca me in third . 

Monday (Day 2, Open; Day 1, l8-Metre) 
There was a definite improvement in the 
wea ther and clever task-setting ensured that 
there would be a proper test - 'for the 
18-Metre Class it was good rac ing round a 
241 km quadrilateral set in the Welsh 
Borders. The winner, Martyn \l\/ells, just 
bea t Keith N icholson. The top eigh t pilots 
- inc luding New Zeal and Champion John 
Coutts, fl ying hors concours - exceeded 
1DDkm/h. All but one of them were flyin g 
the LS-8 18. 

The Open Class, which had been set a 
.3 '1 3 kill quadril atera l (C irencester church 
Ironbridge - Hay on W ye - Broadway and 

Above: Pete Harvey, former British 

National Hang-gliding Champion, 

won the Open Class in Nimbus 4 T 

NI - just six years after deciding to 

concentrate on racing sailplanes 

back to Aston Down) found condi tions more 
testing nea r Telford and large gaggles 
form ed, but as things improved towards the 
south, the ea rly pil ots raced to Hay. By the 
tillle the later aircraft got there, the gaps had 
become large, whi ch slowed them up. Pete 
Harvey, w inning aga in (at 1 02 .9krn/hJ. took 
a more eos terl y pa th to Hay. On ce mund 
there, it was a simple question of bouncing 
off the therillai s before jo ining a line of lift 
from Broadway along the Cotswolds to 
Aston Down. At the air fi eld, the sky was 
nea rl y black to the ea st, prov id ing a 
draillatic contrast to the rac ing sailpl anes. 
Russell Cheetham, in his ASW 22 BL, E2, 
was d ose behind Pete, at 100. 1 kill/h. 

The 63 finishers from both classes 
converged on the site. In one peri od of just 
24 minutes, 46 gliders cmssed the line. 

Hav ing congratulated everyone the next 
morning on th high standard of th ei r 
airillanship, director Dav id Roberts dril y 
observed that it was a good thing the 
Cotswold club had purchased an extra 24 
acres of airfield . > 

Below, Simon Housden (LS-B IB, 62B) finishing, with Denis Campbell (ASW 27 370). Sixty-three finishers arrived at Aston Down on Monday- 46 within less than half an hour 
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Choice soaring at Aboyne 
Deesille Gliding Club lool~s forward to welcoming you to AlJOyne in tbe New Millennium. 

Tbe programme for 2000 is: 
Wave Season boobings now open for September ancl October, 
Holidays & Courses tailorecl to suit requirements, call for availability 

The 3rd UK Mountain Soaring Championship 
3rcl - 9tb September entry form available. 

Co ntact: 

Wave Bookings 
Mary-Rose 
Tel: 01569730687 

All Other enquiries 
Roy Dallirlg at tbe club 
Tel/Fax 013398 85339 

8FC - All ~200' 

AppUrs only 10 hcllcoplc rs 

FlightMap Upgrade 
FlightMap has been upgraded to include: 

o Airspace map layer. 
o Analysis of thermals. 

':i Task definition stretching around airspace. 

o Fully descriptive task briefing sheets. 
o Page-by-page logbook statistics. 

For further details visit: 

www.flightmap.co.uk 

Or write to: 

FlightMap Software. 3 Lower Grove Road, 
RICHMOND, TW1 0 6HP 

Illustration shows the new airspace layer and includes maps which 
are copyright © Bartholomew Digital Data (1998) 

XKIO "CLUB"VARIO SYSTEM. * Over 500 units in use in the UK alone ,. -~ 
.. '4 ~ * Metric export model available~ 1D .... ~'~..........:--r XKIC 

,.'- fromGir ~L ~ , c· ...... - f 
'," ill ~\ ",,,\ .' 
.~.'* .

• Ipeed 10 fly
XK I 0 "(LUB" VARIOMETER • (limb/Cruise Mode REPEATER METER OPTION · Aviation Ltd.~ 
• Audio (odes dimb rale • Aula Ihul Down Overnight • 60mm Mounting • No Modi Required 
• NQ Flos!< Required £249 • High lin. Rate Alert £149 • Loom Induded £89 , .. "You can bank on us"• AVC on Down lone • GUlt Fihering .O - S't,Wmt.'.ode • Metric Vernon O-Sm/se< I

• New Instruments: PZL Expanded Scale AS!'s. 1.5 Turns 0·140kts £109, 1.75 Turns O·200kts £119, PZL Zero Resel Varios, Flask and Ring, 80mm IGlider) £189, Extended Scale IMotor Glider) £189, 
57mm IGlider! £219, 12V Mini TIS £211, Sensilive Altimeters £149·£153, PZLAl ti meter £89, Mini Accelerometer £159, IFRPedestal Compass £49, CM24 Bullet Pedestal Compass £49, LC3 PanelCompass 
£47, PZLPanel Compass £47, Verlical Cord Compass £139, T /S Converter £18.00 • Surplus Tested Instruments: Horizons wit!, new Solid Stote Inverter, Ferranti Mk6 £319, Mk 141Coloured Display) 

£349, 80mm Glider rate TIS £89, Mini American Glider rote TIS £249, Mini Acceleromelers £89 • Radios: ICOM A3E £266, A22E£290, Delcom 960 £219.90, Delcam 960 Panel Mount Version 
£247.90, Mobile mag mount aerial £25, Glider BaHery Charger £19.90 • Parachutes: SK94, Type Certified, C. of A Rapid Opening, Low Descent Rate, Steerable, Comfortable, Lumbar Suppart, Bag, 

£509 • BGA Approved "Ottfur" Releases: Original New "OHfurs" £169, Latest "Ottfur' alternative releose for modern gliders - Aerotaw CW400 series £169, Cof GCW300 series £199, Exchange 
wit!, latest modifications £89, Spring Kits all series £5.00. 

(OLIN D. STREET, 1 Questen News, (opthorne Road, (rawley, W. Sussex, England, RH 1 0 3PA Tel 01293 888185 • Fax/Phone 01293 881764 

DEDICATED AVERAGER OPTION 
• Bonery voh, 
• Three A'fefoger Modes 
• Thermal Total Ayeroge 
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OPEN CLASS & la-METRE 

Brian Marsh , third in the 18-Metre Class in LS-8 1807 

»- Tuesday (Day 3, Open; Day 2, l8-Metre) 
Still better wea ther meant much larger tasks 
were set, but it was midday before the 
thl'rmals brewed proper ly, so both classes 
fl ew fallback tasks: 392km for the Open 
Class and 355km for the I 8-Metre. 

Conditions proved spectacular in places. 
Russell Cheetham just beCl t Pete Harvey but 
th ey both exceeded 1 OOkm/h, and 26 of the 
28 competito rs completed the task, Kei th 
Nicholson, in illl LS-8 18, 
won the 1 8-Metre Class 
comfortably, 3.Skm/h 
faster than Howard jones 
in a Ventus, at 87,8km/h, 
Leigh Hood, also in an 
LS-8 18, was just beaten 
into third place, Keith 
took the lead from Martyn 
Well s, the 5km/h 
diiference in their speed 
putting him 160 points 
ahead. Because of the 
poor weather and late 
starts, there were no more 
contest days for the 
18-Metre CIJss, so in due 
course Keith was th e 
overall winner. 

The next few days prov(;ld frustrating: poor 
visib ility and low cloudbase prevented any 
contes t. 

On one day, Mike Randle, snifting in 
DJvid Roberts' ASW 20, got a pr ize for 
stay ing Jirborne for two hours in very weClk 
conditions, His soaring ab ility first ca mi:' to 
prominence during the first NJ ti onals in 
1962 wh en, ea rl y on one of the more stab le 
days of that contest, he had already fl owll a 
SkylJrk 2 from the Mynd dowil to Aston 
Down, onl y to watch competitors towed up 
past him then sink past him to land, 

Open Class: top ten pilots 
1 Peter Harvey 
2 Russell Cheetham 
3 Chris Rollings 
4 Pete Sheard 
5 Ken Hartley 
6 Robin May 
7 John Gorringe 
8 John Giddins 
9 David Allison 
10 Jed Edyvean 

August - September 2000 

Chris Rollings, third in the Open Class, in ASH 25b 711 

Saturday (Day 4, Open) 
StrJws were clutched on this day as the rain 
r Olll'ed down , The satellite picture showed a 
clearance in the South West and, on the 
synoptic chart, there was a co ld occ lusion 
with a cold sector pOSS ibl y arriv ing at Aston 
Down by mid afternoon, Aircraft were put 
on the grid and the wai ting began. The 
snifter launched, cloudbase went up and the 
Open Class lau nched. It started at 16.00 on 

the 162km, five-leg, i1 lternat i ve~TP task 
routed round the Lyneham CTA. 

Outlandings began soon after the start. 
Swindon claimed severJI, th en there were 
more at M embury. .. but no news from the 
leJding pilots. Then, as the sky went bluE' to 
the south, landing messages came from 
Colerne, Soon Jfter, there was a five-minute 
ca ll from November O ne and the graceful 
Nimbus 4 raced across the airfield, 

Once more, dark clouds had gathered 
along the Cotswold edge but thi s one 
produced a downpour Jnd from it emerged 
82, Ralph jones' N imbus 4, w ith little in 
hand when he crossed the line. ValiJnt 
eflorts from Ru ssell Cheetham (21 km short) 
and Chris Rollin gs (3 1 km short) came to 
nothing. Ten sailplanes landed at Colerne 
wh ich shows that if only the day had lasted 
another hali hour, they too might have 
returned, Tugs were dispatched to launch 
the Col erne fraternitv for a glide back in 
time for the party, hog roast and dJncing, 
Those gliders w ith engines sta rted them on 
aerotow to save tug time and fu el - Dave 
Findon hacl the interesting experience of 
pulling the releJse knob instead of the 

proved usefu I getti ng 
him away from difficult 
conditions nea r 
Membury, then, on th e 
third leg, the sun shone 
and the run home was 
fairly strJi ghtforward , 

For Ralph jones, it was 
different. While others 
were landing at Col erne, 
he managed to reach the 
hill nea r 6Jth on to 
w hi ch an oblique wind 
blew, He was late r heard 
to say he'd been unab le 
to find th e turning point 

Part olthe grid at Aston Down - an airborne view towards the clubhouse and trailer park (photo: Ray Brown) with GPS and, disgusted, 

Russell Cheetham in ASW 22BL (second, Open Class) 

engine start bLlr got bJck without mishap, 
Yet again Pete Harvey won the day, 

increas ing hi s lead over Russe ll Cheetham 
to 214 points, He told us he hJd found it 
hard to stay airborne before the sta rt but W<1S 

gra tefu l to Simon Adlard in the Duo Discus 
who marked <1 stronger thermJI givi ng him 
enough height to jo in a group sauntering to 
Swindon. Suggestions to pair fl y were met 
with Curt refusa ls! Once more, cloud flying 

used the map to locate it 
instead, He then soared northward along 
the edge at 300ft, look ing at a line of cu just 
to the east and wishing he had more height. 
Eventually the line of cloud coincided 
with the hill lift and he climbed high 
enough to finish, 

Although every effort was made, Sunday 
had to be scrubbed <md Pete Harvey 
beca me Open Class Nat ional Champion, 

Cotswold GC provided an efficient 
orga nising team of some 50 peopl e, ab ly led 
by David Roberts, task-setter P<1 ul Genti l 
and scorer Mike Pirie. 
Fult results in the O(.'t cl11h"r-Jantlclf), i.~su(" 

18·Metre Class: top ten pilots 
1 Keith Nicholson 
2 Martyn Wells 
3 Brian Marsh 
4 Andy Hall 
5 Pete Coward 
6 Howard Jones 
7 Leigh Wells 
8 Gav Goudie 
9 Ian Cook 
10 Richard Browne 
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MOTORGLIDERS 


Comparing tug types 
Jochen Ewald concludes his two-part series for prospective buyers 

F
or potential purchasers of a motor· Scheibe clnd LTB Nitsche offer upgrades of 
glider tug, there is a wide range of the Falke and the Austrian Samburos. In 
types to choose from - , s well as the France, Loravia at Yutz offers upgrading of 

possibility of upgrading your ex ist ing ship. old SF·25 Falkes and SF·28 Tandemfalke 
Scheibe Falkes have been well known for with Limbach L·2400 engines for towing, 

more than 35 yea rs as light. reliabl e and but these clre not yet certified for Germany. 
robust "pack mules" in club fleets. The Whelher In upgrade makes more sense 
universal Austrian SJmburo has now been than buying new has to be discussed with 
modernised and put into production again the makers. It depends on the version and 
hy Nitsche. (A modifi ed, Rotax-powered condit ion of the aircraft. The remLlining 
Samburo first aerotowed in Germany. ) pLlyload may be a problem. Above: Nitsche AVo 68R 115 Samburo. The older. 

The lop end of the market has elega nt, but Tests and two years of widespread use Austrian·built AVo 68s can be upgraded (Jochen Ewald) 

heavier and more expensive, types built show that motorgliders Llre safe, reliable and 
from compos ite materials: the Super economic tugs for gl iders in the weight The table shows details of motorgliders 
Dimonas and the G-l 09b. These can also ca tegory they are cert ified to tow. But still , aVililable in Germany as of spring 2000, 
ofier an exce llent cru ise periormance, of course, high temperatures, density which are JAR certified or in certifiGltion for 
comparab le to "real " aircraft. cl ltitude, wind conditions clnd runway aerotowing. The pri ces are for the basic, er

Korff offers an upgrade ior the Grob surface afiect any Llircraft, and it is the tug tified towing version, ready to tow, hclsed on 
G·l 09b, which is no longer in production . pilot's responsibility to stay within the limits. factory price lists. ~ 

Manufacturer 	 Diamond Aircraft Korff & Co Nitsche Flugzeugbau Scheibe Flugzeugbau 
Address N A. Ol1o·SttalJa 5. DleselstralJa 5 Slrlllchanweg 21 Augusl· Ptalt~ ,Slra6e 23 


A·2700 Wiener Neustadt D-63128 Dietzenbach-- 0·83246 Unlerwossen 0 ·85221 D~u 


AIJ9tria Steinberg, Ger~ny Germany Germany 

tel , 43 2622 267 00 + 49·6074-4006 33 .. 49 8641 6900 26 ~ 49 S131 72083 184 

lax t 43 2622 267 ao + 49-1i074·4006 46 ; ~9 864 1 6900 27 498131 "6985 

email sales@c;llamond-ac·lnd.oo.at IlbkorftO l@aol.com Samburo@t-online.de SFFlugzeug@t·online.de 


Type 	 HK36 TS HK 36 TTS Grob 109b AV068R AVo 68R AVo 68R SF·25C SF·25C 
(TC) (TIC) L·2400 EFIT 80 100 115 Rotax Rotax 
Super Oimona Super Oimona (Upgrade) Samburo Samburo Samburo Falke 80 'Falke 100 

Malerlals Composites Composites Composites 	 Wood & Wood & Wood & Wood & Wood & 
Steel tube Steel tube Steel tube Steel tube Steel tube 

Span(m) 	 16.33 16.33 17.4 16.68 16.68 16.68 15.3 15.3 

Wing area (m2) 15.3 15.3 19 20.67 20.67 20.67 18.2 18.2 
Wing aspect ratio 17.43 17.43 15.9 13.5 13.5 13.5 12.8 12.8 
Empty weight (kg) 555/560 560/565 620 545 545 550 450 450 
Max weight (kg) 770 770 850 750 750 750 650 650 

Max wing loading (kglm2) 	 50.3 50.3 44 .7 36.3 36.3 36.3 35.7 35.7 

Engine ype (alllluid-cooled) 	 Rotax Rotax Limbach Rotax Rotax Rotax Rotax Rotax 
912A3 914 F L·2400 EFIT 912A3 912S 914 F 912A 912 S 

Engine performance (Kwl hp) 60.4181 85.751115 96/130 60.4/ 81 73.51100 85.75/115 60.4/81 73.51100 
Fuel capacity (I) 55 (opt. 80) 55 (opt. 80) 100 80 80 80 55 (opt.80) 55 (opt.80) 
Stall speed (kmlh) 80 80 73 51 51 51 65 65 
Max. cruise speed (km/hJ 205 (200) 225 (220) 220 180 180 180 170 180 
Best glide ratio 28 (27) 28 (27) 28 27 27 27 23 23 

Max . weight of towed glider (kg) 	 370 600 i 650 ii c. 600 iii c. >700 iii c. 750 iii 560 600 iv 

Price (OM) of basic equipped tug 
version incl. towhook, basic 198,600 208,600 used G·l09b + 164,350 188,850 195,350 170,320 163,620 
instruments, excl. radio &VAT 85,654 
Price of Extras (OM) 
Cons!. speed prop, electric Not available Not available Standard Not available Not available Standard Standard 10.080 
Const. speed prop. hydraulic Standard Standard Not available 19.600 Standard Not available 5,730 15.810 
Towcable retrieve winch 2,000 2,000 2,500 7,950 7,950 7,950 5,620 5,620 
Three-wheel undercarriage 3.000 (=TC) 3.000 (=TTC) Not available Not available Not available Not available 5.100 5,100 

i) higher weights Upgrade is iii) Still in certification at time of writing Towing eqUipment can be 
of towed glider possible for all easily removed. Avallab!e 
are planned for Gl09b Old (Austrian-built) AVo 68s may also be With single central-wheel 
certain glider motorgliders upgraded with 80hp Rotax 912 A3, undercarriage & winch·hook 
types certified for towing 600kg. Upgrade of some 850kg 

Price depending on condition AUW versions to 80hp 
II) Stili In 91 2 A3 poSSible 
certification at iv) Wilh constant-speed prop 
time of writing still in certification 

SF·2SC ROlax FaJ~e roo, lOWing gllCl6r (Jochen Ewald) 	 Prices and dala as gIVen by the manufacture",. JanU1Jry 2000 
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AGAME OF TACTICS 


Never mind the quality, feel the elghtl 
Literary worth is a matter of taste. but there is no arguing about bulk. The 
reaction of all those who pick up The Platypus Papers, Fifty Years of 
Powerless Pilotage is. 'Good Lord. I never knew it was a coffee-table book!' 

It is that. I briefly thought of providing screw-in legs so that people could 
rest their cups on the four-colour glossy cover while entertaining visitors; 
however, furniture carries 17 .5% VAT while books are untaxed. At 0.9 
kilograms The Platypus Papers represents a lot of heft for the price, with 
hard covers (8% bigger than S&G!), 160 pages and over 100 illustrations 
including 94 cartoons by Peter Fuller. 

'[ always read Platypus because he has the same puerile sense of humour as my 
husband'. (Mrs Jack Harrison, Wife of the celebrated online weatherforecaster). 

Order by Cheque or credit card. only £ 19.95 + £ 3 .50 p&p. (£23.45) from: 


BGA Kimberley House Vaughan Way. Leicester, LEI 4SE. Phone: 0116253 1051 Fax: 0116 2515939 

or pay by c redit card on the secure we bsite www.gliding .co. uk For more information try www.hikoki.dircon .co.uk/ and hikoki@dircon .co.uk 
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NATIONAL COMPETITIONS 


All the young dudes 

Youthful pilots stole the show at 
the Club Class. Bob and Jean 
Fox, of Wolds GC, report 

THREE young pilots are hoping th at 
success at the Wolds wi ll lead to 
places in the Worlds. The Club Class 

Nationals at \lVo lds GC, Pocklington, was 
won by some of its youngest competitors. 

Richard Hood, aged 2.1, successfu lly 
defended the Club Class Champion title he 
first collected last year at Nympsfield, when 
he was the youngest pilot in the contest. 
Thi s year, he was joined in the top three 
by the 1999 junior National Champion, 
Peter Masson. just two points separated first 
and second places, while third-p laced 
Afandi Darlington, also until recently a 
juniors pi lot, was on ly 17 points behind. 
Now they hope to get on to the team for the 
Club Class Worlds in Australia this winter. 

From four 1 ,OOO-point contest days, the 
compet ition was very close, resulting in 
only approximately 300 points separating 
the top ten pilots. 

Day 1: Director Allan McWhirter got the 
formalities out of th e way quickly because 
the sky and the forecast, by Tony Kane, 
promised a good day. There was time to pre
sent a bottlc of bubbly to Cris (Oxford GC 
CFI) and Cla ire Emson (BGA Executive 
member) to celebrate their wedding a week 
before. Thi s week was their honeymo{)n. 
The task set was 277km (Pock l ington, 
Grantham, Wetherby and hack). The results 
were interesting, with seven landout5 and 
27 finishers. Conditions were quite good 
but the strong breeze slowed everyone 
down on the first leg. Last finisher jack 
Stephen crossed the finish line at 18.4.1hrs. 

O n Sunday, june 11, lots of overcast 
cloud meant the day was scrubbed. Afandi 

Darlington took a non-Contest tow to the 
wave and completed a 250km flight, 
landing at 20.30hrs. 

Monday's forecast predicted no thermals 
and this day was scrubbed, too. 

Day 2: High winds were the predominant 
feature but were forecast to decrease later. 
In the event, this didn't happen, but a task 
had been set and the snifter, Andy Thornhi II , 
reported 4-5kts liit, so we launched on a 
153km triangle (pocklington, Tontine, 
Wetherby). MJny pilots who did well used 
the Pennine wave. The fastest completed in 
just over two hours. Nine pilots landed out. 
Some pilots flew the whole task in wave, 
which cou ld be found right over 
Pm:klington town to 1 O,OOOft and more. 

Wednesdav was scrubbed: it was overcast 
and a front cleared too IJte. 

Day 3: Some pilots hJd difficu lty getting 
away heca use a front was hovering over the 
airfield. EventuJlly this cleared to the south 
and cond itions improved. Andy Melville set 
a 266km task to the north (Barnard Castle, 
Lanchester Mast, near Gateshead, then 
Masham). Occasional 5-6kt thermals were 
found and cloudbase went up to nea rl y 
6,000ft. There were nine landouts and 25 
finishers. Some good barbecues were seen 
during the evening. 

Club Class: top ten pilots 

1 Richard Hood 
2 Peter Masson 
3 Afandi Darlington 
4 Gordon MacDonald 
5 Bob Fox 
6 Andreas Jelden 
7 Peter Sheard 
8 Jack Stephen 
9 Mike Cuming 
10 John Williams 

Richard Hood, who flies at Four Coufllies ac, scooped 

the Club Class title for Ihe second year in a row. Now 

hes hoping to fly for Britain in the Australian worlds 

Day 4: Conditions were iorecast to be 
good, so a task of 364km was set (silltb)', 
Pontefract and Chesterfield} . The weather 
WilS in fact very mixed, with spreadout in 
the south, which wasted a lot of time, ilnd 
so leading pilots landed near the last TP at 
around 19.00hrs. Most pilots flew for six 
and a half hours. 

Saturday was very windy. The thermJls 
were being broken by strong winds - too 
strong to make headway in unball asted 
gliders. The task was eventually scrubbed 
\.vhen the wind did not decrease. O n 
SundJY, although temperJtures went up to 
25 ' (, this was not enough to produce 
usable thermals and the clay was scrubbed. 

AI" prizegiving, Richard took the trophy 
and a colour TV, Peter, a CD player, and 
Afandi , a cased barbecue set. The competi
tion was judged to be a great success, with a 
sigh of relief from the organisers at Wolds of 
its first nat ional rated competition. Now the 
c lub's getting ready for August's two-seJter 
competiti on. \. . 
Full Club Class results ill Dl'cemh...r-idllu:Jr)' issue ~ 

Most people come back to 
Come and find out why 
• 	 Superb Glass Fibre Fleet 
• 	 Unsurpassed Launch Facility 
• 	 Dedicated Professional Instructors 
• 	 Top Quality Catering & Bar Facilities 
• 	 First Class Accommodation 
• 	 A Comprehensive 

of Courses from r=___ 

tailored to YOUR needs 
• 	 Book your Club Expedition NOW 

lei: 01858 880521 
The Soaring Centra 


Husbands Bosworth AIrfield, Luttarworth 

Leica.t_ L.17 6 .... 

Fa.1 01... 880869 


••••11· OHl,.@fh.sOfl,I." ••',•.,o."k 
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Family fortunes in Spain 

The Overseas Nationals featured 
a winning combination: father 
and son Martyn and Leigh Wells. 
Martyn describes what they did 

SPAIN can be a great place to fl y, as we 
had found out during our Juniors 
training sess ions at Ontur. So this year 

Leigh and I dec ided to try the Overseas 
I'!ationals at Ocana. Whilst not th e Ontur 
reg ion , it WilS obv ious that given reasonable 
conditions the fl ying would be exce ll ent. 
We were not di sapr;o inted . 

Ocana itself li es ilbout SOkm south of 
Madrid on the high pl ateilu of Spain, some 
2,400ft above sea level. It's a flat area and 
there dre reasonable fi elds. There are also 
some minor mou ntains and hills w ithin tilE:' 
task areil. The airfi eld itelf is large il nd we ll 
maintained w ith good accommodation, a 
swimming poo l and so on. It 's a good base 
even though loca ll y there ar some minor 
airspace limitations. 

So the Friday evening of May 12 found us 
on a ferry wi th other competitors. The comp 
started on the Monday. Because we were 
travelling together with onl y one trailer (the 
oth er was a I ready at Ocana) we dec ided to 
drive overnight, taking turn s, and by 3pm 
Saturday, under a great sky, we were ri gged 
and ready to go. A qui ck 180km tri cl ngle 
and I, for one, WJS reJdy for a mea l and bed 
- but a great start Jnd worth the trip already. 

Sunday practi ce WJS idea l as director 
Brian 5preckley set one of those newfa ngled 
Assigned Area Tasks. It was a first try at this 
new form of task and a chance to work out 
how to approach them. The task was 
interesting but ther seemed to be a number 
of thin GS that would t, ke a w hile to sort. 
It was still much better than the old 
doomed-to-iand-oul type oi tasks. 

The comp started on Monday w ith an 

Like father, 
like son: 
Previous competitions won 
Years in gliding 
How they got into the sport 
Age 
Glider flown at Ocana 
Hours 'in the last year 
Total Hours 
Previous competions entered 
UK comps still to fly in 2000 
Home club 

August - September 2000 

Martyn. a British Team coach, has a gliding famay. As well 

as son Leigh. his daughter Anna ffies comps. Here he 

offers her last-minute lipS at the 1999 Cotswold Regionals 

ordinary speed task in loca ll y-weak blue 
conditions, which became much better 
further south . Le igh won the day, and one of 
my main thoughts whilst try ing to c limb out 
of a hole was at least I had a crew - Leigh 
if I had to land out. As it turned out Kim 
Tipple and a few birds saved me and I made 
it back at a lowly speed. 

We had nin comp days, and actuall y 
flew on 11 ... a good hit ra te. On the other 
two days, Brian's dec ision 10 fly but not task 
was sensible: we would almost certa inl y 
have landed out in fields soaked by th e one 
wet day, mclking any form of rC' tri eve a 
nightmJl"e. 

Overseas Nationals: top ten pilots 
1 Martyn Wells 
2 Stephen Crabb 
3 Leigh Wells 
4 Justin Wills 
5 Phil Jeffery 
6 Paul Crabb 
7 G Dale 
8 Gary Stingemore 
9 Paul Shelton 
10 John Tanner 

Martyn Wells 

UK agent for 
lS sailplanes, 
British Team Coach 

4 
33 years 
Dad interested in aviation 
He's not saying ... 
LS-8, registration 321 
100hrs 
4,OOOhrs 
lots 
Standard,15-metre 
Shenington, Edgehill 

M ost clays seemed to alternate between 
speed and areil tasks, 0 we got lots of 
practi ce. Leigh was showing hi s o ld clad 
how to lead a comp and my position was 
graduall y improvi ng. O ne of the major 
things, other than th amount of fl y ing, was 
how en joyab le th e scenery was, espec iall y 
over the Toledo Mou ntains where we would 
often soar w ith groups of eag les, vulture, 
and hawks. There was oiten il convergence 
over these hills with 50-plus km runs 
straight ancl level at high speed. Conditions 
over the plains were equa lly good with 
cloud bases of the oreler of 6,OOO-7,OOOft 
with Skt averages - much like Texas! 

Towa rds th e end of the comp, Leigh and I 
were findi ng it difficul t to ho ld our overall 
positions mainly due to excellent fl y ing 
from the Crabb brothers. So it was to be a 
fight: the Wells vs the Crabbs. It was 
obvious that Paul ancl Steve were great" at 
area tasks, in particular w ith the prec ision of 
their finishing times, so the fight went to the 
final day. As is so often the way, half-way 
around on the last day things were not 
going well fo r us. Still, Le igh found a rea lly 
critical 4kt c limb in th e poor area that 
nea tly put us on a shaky fin al glide under a 
booming sky. Good enough to give usl st 
and 3 rei for the comp - phew! 

So, an enjoyable fri endly meet with an 
i Ilteresti ng mix of tasks. Perhaps th e next 
evolution of the area ta sk is to use its 
scoring philosophy and app ly it to speed 
tilsks so there is a uniform scori ng pattern. 
Thi s could well address the unkincllandout 
situation on speed days. The other point 
w hich seemed to come out was that multi 
ple starts, whilst helping to stop gaggles 
forming, can be a bit unfair - but not 
enough to affect most tasks. 

Let's hope we have the same w ea ther 
next yeJr! 
Full rl!:iults ill the Oecem!Jer-!dllllary i>5l1t' 

Leigh Wells 

Graphic art 
student, 
Cheltenham 

o 
4 years 

Dad interested in aviation 
20 years 

LS-8, registration LS 
160hrs 
500hrs 
10-ish 

Standard, 15-metre, Juniors 
Shenington, Edgehill 
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Task ews 
• PIIIII • Fly • DoumIOtUllo PC • AnIIlyse • AnImIIIe • Enjoy! 

~n..,.."'r.av qua.llt} M1iding )ft ~ b n atrord;Lbk:. nd fur 
hut! 10 beal n fact we len w of no compar.ahk 

rid r 
1. §Oudun 

IBEGAN to develop my website in summer 
1999, ably advised by my computer
literate 12-year-old son~ I see myself as <1n 

interpreter of weather forecasts rather than as 
a forecaster and would prefer you to treat the 
site as a painless way to se lf-brief. The ratings 
I give are no more than my own ideas. I hope 
you will look at the information available 
and draw your own conclusions. With luck, 
they will be broadly similar to mine. 

The soaring potential of a particular' day 
- its star rating - is given up to five days in 
advance, revised daily. It 's at the top of the 
w eb page (see right). Preparing ratings is a 
continual task: 5 is superb; I indicates local 
soaring; 0 is obviolls. I enjoy doing it, and 
am delighted when I get it right. I'm sl ightl y 
upset when I make a mistake, but often the 
profess ionals get the same day wrong, too. 

Daily routine 
The weather section of the page (plus radio 
and TV) provides all the information needed 
to produce the ratings. I do have J personal 
web page as well, laid out in a compact, less 
attractive, mililner, but it h<1s no hidden links. 

Morning 
I already have a good idea what to anticipate 
when I start checking the various sources at 
05.30-05.45hrs (I am an early ri ser). In no 
particular order, I look Jt: 
Satellite pictures (satpics). Polar Orbiters 
give the highest resolution, but are only 
available at certain times of day. Meteosa t 
imJges from geostationary satellites have 
lower resolution but are available throughout 
the dJY. VisUJI sa tpics - in effect photographs 
- can be more useful than infra-red, but are 
not of course available at night. The best of 
the polar satpics are from Quick Fran ce 
(resolution CJn show individual cumulus) 
and Dundee. The most useful Meteosa t 
images come from the US MilitJry sources. 
These have bee n corrected for the slJnt angle 
and therefore look more realistic. 
Metars (actuals from airfields) and Tafs 
(forecasts for airfieldslThe "fast " ones from 
LFV Sweden give a representJtive select ion 
and are very quick to download. An 
alternative method is to use the list of airfield 
codes given - this covers the "England 
Playground". If you cut and pJste all or J 
section of the list, Metars and Tafs for an 
appropriate area can be obtained. This is 
slightly slower, but it is possible to mak up a 
custom list of places within, say 200km of a 
club. (r\;\y site gives help with M etarsfTafs. ) 
Webcams have enormous potential use, but 
are woefull y inadequate at present. Many do 
not open until 06.30hrs - at weekends, not 
until lunchtime. Quality is often poor, but 
th ey ca n be useful for clarifyi ng reports of, 
say broken cloud - the type of cloud might 
just be discernible. The bes t are at London, 
Leeds, Cambridge and Norwich. 
Soundings (graphs showing atmospheric pro
files) are a vital tool for assessing expected 
cloudbase and type of convection. I look at 
two or three representative ones, with special 
attention to stations upwind. A techni ca l 
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Jack the weather star 

In 1998, S&G asked if 
anyone could predict
weather windows for 
glider pilots. Jack 
Harrison describes 
how he has responded 

understanding is required to be able to get 
th e best out of them, and a short tutorial is 
linked on another web page. It is not a 
dissertation for a BSc in Meteorology and 
will not stand up to expert scrutiny. 
The low level Aviation Briefing Chart 
(Form 215) is a UK M et Office (UKMO) 
aviation chart that divides the country into 
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areas. I normallv look at this last. I will have 
already drawn s~me conclusions about the 
day 's expected w ea ther, and th e F2 15 
(hopefully) confirms what I think. The forms 
Jre available by f(lx, or from the commerci(ll 
source linked on my web page. 
Radio and TV -I occasionally watch the 
News 24 TV forecast at 05.SShrs, but often 
this is not updatc'd with developments (JVer 

Id ing 

'.MNlIIraerlaC!k.co.uk 

the past few hours. I. Iisten to the radio 
forecast at 06.05hrs. Again, these should 
confirm my thoughts. Broadcasts also give 
the outlook for the next five days and I will, 
in any case, have had (l provisional look at 
the charts the evening before. IVly table of 
charts has a comprehensive l ist of sources, 
and it is easy to compare different models. 
Sometimes various sources are unavailable. 
The UKMO has familiar charts, and is th e 
first port of call. The 12.00hrs charts for the 
next five days are available via many links, 
and I include a choice of three in case a 
particular site isn 't working. 
ECMWF (European Centre for M edium 
Range Weather Forecasting) has the midday 
charts to six days ahead. I compare days 
3 to 5 with the U KMO charts. If there is a 
significant difference, I then look at oth er 
models, such as NoGaps. 

I then upload to the web site at around 
06.1 5-06.30hrs. 

It is often quite easy to pick out th e very 
poor days with their frontal systems and 
rain. It is also relatively easy to identify the 
rea lly good day with a cold high or transient 
ridge. It is important to distinguish between 
cold highs (good) and warm highs (probably 
poor). A look at air traj ectories is useful, as 
are soundings in th e source area of the 
airmass. The middling days are hardest. 

Glossary of weather terms 
Charts are similar to the familiar ones seen on TV. Isobars (lines joining points of equal pressure) 

and fronts are perhaps the most important features. Some have "smiley" suns. If you really want 

this type of presentation, then use my "peasant's weather" web page (sorry, "layman's" page). 

Metars are reports from airfields giving the actual weather conditions. They are in code, but it is 

relatively easy to learn. For example, 240/15 means wind from 240 0 at 15kt. Time is UTC. 

Satellites are either polar orbiters at about 800km (orbital period -1.40 hours) or geostationary at 

36,000km over the Equator (period 24 hours). 

Soundings (also known as ascents) are graphs that show temperature and wind profiles as 

measured by a radio sonde unmanned balloon. These are launched several times per day from 

many locations worldwide. The complicated graph is perhaps a challenge, but well worth it. 

Tafs are forecasts for airfields presented in a similar code to Metars. 

Trajectories enable you to trace the path that the air follows over a period of days. Air that has 

originated over say, Greenland, will be cold (and possibly give good soaring). If the air has come 

from the Sahara, it will be hot (at height) so good soaring is most unlikely. 

UKMO is the British Met Office based at Bracknell, arguably the best in the world. 

UTe is Universale Temps Co-ordinee (or something like that): the French way of getting their own 

back for not being allocated the Prime Meridian in the 19th century, or whenever. It means good 

old-fashioned Greenwich Mean Time. 

Visual images are, in effect, photographs. Infra-red shows the heat radiated from the cloud tops, 

or the surface (if clear of cloud). Infra-red images do not show low stratus and fog very well. 

Webcams are operated by various organisations and show traffic jams, building sites, or shopping 

malls. A glimpse of sky is sometimes possible. . 
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Apart from anything else, conditions might 
vary miukedly between different parts of the 
country: low stratus and fog near the East 
Coast, say, but very good in Southern 
England. To anticipate just how far the 
North Sea clag will spread is impossible. 
Will the wind be 20kt or an unusable 35kt 
at flying heights? Will there be spreadout, 
showers, or sea breezes? It is unrealistic to 
trv to determin e th ese features at four or five 
d~ys' range. I can give only an overall view: 
detail has to wait. 

During the day 
I sometimes reel like an expectant father, 
waiting for the cumulus to pop at th e right 
time. I make a few quick internet checks on 
Metars, satpics and webcams. Radar images 
help me estimate th e onset of rain. Indeed, 
a friend of mine involved in amateur motor
racing accesses my website via a mobile 
phone and laptop to make a last-minute 
decision on whether to use "wet" or "dry" 
tyres. If possible, I watch the lunchtime TV 
forecast, pencil ane! paper in hand. I am 
often busy with other interests such as bird
watching or gardening, or even chores such 
as school runs - I have a young family. 

Evening 
Atl8.00hrs (cheap internet time) I check 
afternoon satpics, especially those from the 
University o f Dundee. If they show 
interesting features, such as 3pproaching 
fronts, I will copy or link to them. The 18.55 
TV foreGlst is a must. I always try to watch 
this. I then comment on how the day turned 
out and assess the next clay, and usually 
upload this information to my site. 

New cil drts I)ecome dvailabl e sometime 
after 20.00hr5. The earliest source of 
midday forecast models is th e US Military in 
Germany (based on UKMO). Th e 
producer's name is at the top of th e ch art. 
My favourite is Master Sergeant Nitso, 
whose charts are ready a good two hours 
before his colieagues l I can usually get the 
charts for days two and three, sometimes 
four and five, by 21.00hrs, and so post my 
thoughts. I usually call it a day then. 

I spend about I .S to 2 hours a clay on the 
website. There are occasions when I cannot 
update. But that isn't qu ite such a loss as it 
might seem. Quite often, th e prediction I 
publish four days before is better th il n at two 
days' range! I fee l mean being satisfi ed 
when I correctly predict a dreadful day: you 
are the losers, but at least I got it ri ght. .. 
Jack Harrison \\,,,15 dn airline pilot unril rediring in 1998 

,,(fer mure. tl1,m ·;JO yea fs ill dviation. !-It' is a/50 an t'x 

glider pilot, at AiJO)'ne, with three Diamond, dod ,;orne 

compelition [·xpfyit' fl ce. /=/e !la,,) alw,Jys had a p ,)rlicu/d( 

interDst ill g lid in,r:; w eather, (~Spf>c j;llly \Vav(' S(h1ring, and 

says he i.!1 indehted to Tr.J llJ Bradbury for the mdny 

t7ne ,lfticle5 ht., hd~ writren over the Y& l rs . 
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it Pop-Top Glider Pilots Parachute 
• State of the art in emergency parachutes 


• The Pop-Top. External seated pilotchute providing the fastest possible deployment. 

"HOM~s Fully encased risers resulting in a snag free parachute container system. 
• 

Steerable parachutes in a range of sizes to suit all sizes of pilots. ~1 • 
Soft, slim line design for the ultimate in comfort~ • 
British built, quality assured to BS 5750• 
Reliability, comfort and efficiency when it matters • 

THOMAS Sports Equipment Limited 
Lofty's Loft· Pinfold Lane· Bridlington • North Humberside • Y016 5XS • Tel: 01262 678299 

C4 COMPETITION PosiGraphFlight Computer 
with new software update 
Wind calculation· difeCllorl!weng II 

fa!>1 cenl8rmg In Ihermals Wllh lencl9r'lCy arrows 

Gps Interface as standard 

S D I Flying w,tt'lout 

pressure ... 
Sales in UK 
ERNST SPECHT & FRANI( STEVENS 
Tet.lF..... 02476 382190 Tel. 01213532146 

VAIIIOS/FUGHT COMI'UT!lISIDOCUMENTATION AND NAVIGATION 
FOR GUDEIII'1LOTS 

Documentatron & 
Navlgatfon 
New 12 Cllan~et GPS rece'ver 
Comfortable push faSIl!f1ef 

M lor run' Ing reoord,r-g 

C'Jmplete navogallon tflsplay 
wIll, em"'lls ncy 91a1i!llds 

European waypOIT1I. 

500 progrdmmabl~ waypc,nls 

100 prO\ll'8mmllble roules 

Sioroga capaell)' approx 100 h 

CO/Tlpacl 99 x 59 x 34 mOl 

Curre"i use approx . 100 mA 

In/eriKe NMEA 0183 

Sailplane & Gliding48 



SOARING AMBITION 


Where do you want to go.•• 

Use this new and not entirely serious cross-country 
calculator - created by Grenville Croll- to assess 
how far you might soar on any given day. Start with 
Okm, adding or subtracting kilometres as directed 

About you. If you: 
own 100 per cent of a glider +150km 
part·own a glider and it's your day +13Skm 
part·own a glider and it's not your day -12Skm 
are good at negotiation/bribery and it's not your day +75km 
are prepared to steal a glider when it's not your day +50km 
have pre· booked or otherwise obtained a club glider +7Skm 
have borrowed a friend's (decent) glider +11Skm 

About your glider. If it: 
is out of C of A, not insured or not airworthy -300km 
has a handicap of less than 90 -12Skm 
has a handicap of 'less than 9S -SOkm 
has a handicap of more than 10S +SOkm 
has a handicap of more than 110 +12Skm 
has dusty, dirty, unpolished or bug-splattered wings -2Skm 

About your experience. If you are: 
about to have your first flight -7S0km 
not yet solo -SOOkm 
not yet Bronze with Cross·Country Endorsement -300km 
not yet Silver -1S0km 
a Basic Instructor -2Skm 
an Assistant instructor -SOkm 
a Full instructor -100km 
the CFI' -200km 

About the weather. If: 
you 're at a wave site and it's waving +7Skm 
you're flying from an exotic location, such as Australia +125km 
it's raining persistently -200km 
the cold front passed through last night +1S0km 
the cold front passes through at lunchtime -SOkm 
the warm front arrives at lunchtime -100km 
your planned final glide is through sea air -2Skm 
the overnight low/daytime high difference is more than 10°C +1S0km 
the weather is much better than forecast last night -100 km 
the wind is not in the NNE-SSW sector -SOkm 
the wind is NW +SO km 
the wind is more than 10kts -SO km 

About club operations. If: 
it's your turn to instruct, drive the winch or fly the tug -300km 
you're in the top third of the flying list +100km 
you're in the bottom third of the flying list -100km 
the launch marshal cares for the needs of cross-country pilots +75km 
the launch marshal is insensitive to everyone's needs -75km 
it's a winch-only site and launch height is less than 1 ,200ft -SOkm 
you've perfected postponing your launch to the perfect time +SOkm 
an aerotow is available +100km 

About your lookout and flying skills. If you: 
have heard of speed to fly +2S km 
ordo speed to fly + 1 OOkm 
or fly by instinct +1S0km 
induce thermals by appeal to a Higher Power (especially if low) +SOkm 
have ever baled out following a mid-air collision -100km 
have ever had a Class A near miss -SOkm 
have had any other class of near miss -2Skm 
can't read a number plate at 2S yards -100km 
never leave a thermal until you've entered cloud -100km 

About your circumstances today. If you are: 
in prison -1000km 
at work -4S0km 
at work and can feign an immediate sickie -3S0km 
on your way to work and can turn back -2S0km 
supposed to be at work -100km 
on a gliding holiday +100km 
on a non-gliding holiday -200km 
supposed to be getting married today -SOOkm 

About your health. If you: 
have got your leg over within the last 24 hours +46km 
have eaten and retained a good breakfast +47km 
have a teensy-weensy hangover -7Skm 
have a hangover -100km 
would rather not discuss whether you have a hangover -300km 

About your reliability 
For each time you have forgotten each of the following in the past year: 
barograph, camera. GPS, logger, map, money, phone -Skm 
sunglasses, hat, final glide calculator, charged batteries -10km 
sufficient food and liquid, where you are going -2Skm 
tailplane , mainpin(s), minor structural member -SOkm 
DI, positive control checks, fuselage , wing or whole glider -100km 

Your total (see below for how you did): +/

l,200km-plus: Gliding Hero/Heroine You 
have masterfully positioned yourself in the 
right place, on the right day, with the right 
glider. Experienced, fully prepa red and with 
no heavy baggage you are about to take the 
skies by storm. If you have any friends, they 
a[[ hate you already or will do by the end of 
today. Try anything. 
900 to 1200: Pundit A truly dedicated pilot, 
devoted to cross-country flying. You eschew 
the mundane aspects of everyday life in 
pursuit of the nearly impossible. Not known 
for your manners (if you have any at all), or 
your restraint at the [aunchpoint. Try harder. 
300 to 900: Average Pilot A keen av iator 
hampered by having a job, a family and/or 
not quite enough money. It is your abiding 

August - September 2000 

Interpreting your score 
wish to be in the right place at the right 
time, but you are forever troubled by these 
niggles . Try divorce or self-employment. 
o to 300: Beginner You me a hapless 
initiate, confused by the technology, the 
weather, your instructors and the principl es 
of flight. You have yet to realise that flying a 
long way without an engine is almost 
impossible. Get your act together by 
carefull y rev iewing the detail contained in 
this valuable calculator. Try staying up. 
-300 to 0: Poor Unfortunate You are 
disadvantaged by experience, weather, 
capability and ambition ... and your story 
touches all our hearts. Without people [ike 

you, we'd have nobody to take the Michael 
out of in the bar aft er flyi ng. Try golf. 
-300 or worse: Desperado You are paying 
the penalty for a life of misdemeanour, 
felony or sheer bad luck. Constrained by c ir
cumstances, your primary concern should 
be how to escape. Try tunnelling. 

Grenville flies a Nimbus 2, has 650hrs, 
Gold and two Diamonds. He frequently 
appeals to d Higher Power when low. His 
calculator is based upon direct experience 
or observation, with thanks to his gliding 
ti·iends. Suggestions (or improvements can 
be senf c/o Rattlesden GC Nr Felsham, 
Bury SI. Edmunds, IPJO OSX. This calculator 
is abridged: the full version is available \. . 
on request ~ 
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Don't worry if it's not what it was - we check 
all the small pr,int for you, it's all part of the 
service! 

hell aviation 
.I 'insurance 

services ltd 

Phone, fax or write to: Stephen Hill 
Phone: 01765 690777 Fax: 01765 690544 

""r"mnro Business Park, , North Yorkshire, HG4 5DF. 
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GLIDING GALLERY 


Above: The Loire from 
over the Chaumont TP 
(John Herring) 

Below: Portmoak, by 
John Dimond, is one 
of four gliding paintings 
shown by the Guild of 
Aviation Artists this 
year. Others were by 
Roy Garner, Mary 
Meagher and David 
Ellwood 

Top right: This is what your 
wings look like if you 

cloud climb to 18,000ft. 
Dr Brennig James says his 

Nimbus 2 flew like a brick till 
the ice melted. The thunder

storm he used 
was in Spain 

Middle right: Disneyworld's 
Magic Kingdom, on a flight 

from Seminole Lake by Mark 
Rushton 

Below: Ian Strachan saw this wave cloud, and the turbulence on its right, in Switzerland 
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fASToIENGL~ 
SAILPLANES - • I > ~ 
Richard W. Kilham 

• 	 Restorations, Repairs & Overhauls 
• 	 Senior Inspections 
• 	 Competitive Insurance 

Quotations 
• 	 C ofA for all wooden & fabric 

Sailplanes 
• 	 Trailer Servicing & Repairs 

Workshop: Market Deeping 01778 349098 
Reserve No: Market Deeping 01778342435 

GLIDER WINCHES 

Free demonstrations taking 
place now - phone for visit. 

OVER 20 NOWSOLD! 
"It's like going up on Rails " 

RENSCHLER 

Tho SOIMto is tilt 1knpIos1_ in oar ,.,. of lOIIIr~ fbghl 
IIISIJUrIII!IIIS by IIIIKdIIo!t ofGermany.lHillQ til .. sotlr1JDMrft! acous· 
tic WIIlometar is !lie bavlllg a _ built illlD ,aut brainl II wtlgho 
38grn, _It 50 x35 xZOrrm. has IMIw ciMlKM 0/ IIIIoII>t and 
audio 111......WId.tabIe dampingl 

'11>",,1\ fo, sendrng hdol.1)O II io.'~ me II) my frlngeff XC 10 far -
114X... I alii" ,hirdon r~ diljligai"" .rome pt!1ty I(>lJ!lh opPO)!it"," • 
so !her. ,,!UCh. th,09 If /Jf9in"fflilKtl 
1btlky ..... qlJl!e busy .wme\ wlm h r 7 wllpJ40n on t/lf loin., r~l!I
mal. /( Wd' el>2I111.1 IT! .up my ~ 0"' 01 ,,,,, ,"Oclp. brJr the Solarlo 
allowed",. II)""U, lilt tlitlm.~ wl"l. cJo!ely w.!Ch,ng ..mel! r/1t o'h· 
en we(JI. Slml/arlj( wt"," i go! "'If Iowan"'" oecal""" I"'Ol .01. toSOUTHDOWN AERO SERVICES LTD ",'ally conCfn~r. 011 lmng r~'!Ia~ ,vhrl. e~'19 po,,,,,l ! landJng 

+ MAINTAINING AND REPAIRING GLIDERS AT LASHAM SINCE 1957 + 

Fast high quality repairs in GRP, carbon (skins and 
spars), Kevlor, Metal and wood. Gelcoat refinishing 
to the highest standard. Competitive prices for 
C of A Inspec tion. Collection and delivery can be 
arranged. Instrument panels mode and installed. 
Competition sea ls fitted. CAA approved welding. 

GLIDER FINDER - looking for a glider, then speak 
to us, we can tind any glider and supply to you 
ready to fly with a full year's C of A. 

Contacts throughout Europe to find the co"ect 
glider for you . 

• VINYL LETTERS AND GRAPHICS MADE ON SITE • 

.,.as in v'.,.. If I had had ((I "ly on tho cO<l<plI >!flt> I WlXiIO /JJve 
"MOObred,'ybeen .,afield,- Tony RIchardt. MinI Nimbus. 

Yo!Ifeni.Iy~tlifflll1 r'''''lwdm'1II';',~MldI_mightlfyllTll>!l!!!Od /I
",asfasr,.1Joan IIIe IO!tpII 1""0 !/o,uoolI.r. r\l'il!Jl'll1fo91~, ~ rlit' 
CC<tpltv.fflI",ad 1 00"" IthooJg/tt frx41l1M<tl,lemo IIIgrI1Omlll'(0"42.500 
ft:e: .I...nrIrm'MIlCItmtld'~/lIlI1 a,..-.ttygoGd I:Mft 

o ~Wldan. 
o PC intorIIcR....... 
o Our LCD I8dauI. 

ot tltt ~,..rlritOlJl""1Hr 

ItllWj~ 'L". ~~.U' at 
T21 Bluebell's 50th Birthday Party - 5th August 2000 

High Performance FLeet 

Sel'en days a week 

Winch al/d Aero Tow Launching 

CAA & BGA Motor GLider Coun 

IndividuaL Pre-Solo to 
Camp Lel'eL Courses 

Gramden Lodge Airfield, Longs/owe Road, Lillie Gransdell, Sandy, Beds, SGJ9 3EB 
Call Jan Ivory on OJ 767677077 - Fax: 01767 677616 - email: offlce@glide.w.llk 

LASH AM AIRFIELD, ALTON, HANTS GU34 5SR • TEL/FAX: 01256 381359 

e 

WW""....,"'" 
Trade enquiries welcome 

Sole UK Distflbutors; 

FIREBIRD UK 
Turfhouse, luppitt, Honiton, Devon, EX14 4SA 

Tel/Fax: 01404 891685 e·mail: simon@iirebi,duk.(om 
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Bidford Gliding Centre (Bidiord) Burn (Burn) 


TI 1E kEC f.\JT turbo cnmp saw a rc( md number oi THE \JORTHERN Inl",-<;lul1 L"aguC' WJS at Ilurn in May. 


enIC;1f1h .-lIld the wC'atlwr dlluwed gre;ll Ily ing (see p-I7I. ,\ Ian Jc'nkins won th e pundit cl,lSs in his Lihelk ,liter d 


1\ big thJnk you to:l 1l invo lved in making il < u ~h ,I V(7ry windy ,1n<l r;'t iny w (-'ekend.Th.1 llk ..; to 1"1:1U El lis for 


I UCCl'SS; even b igger ,lnd bL'tter next yeur. perh71fls l W ell his organisation ,)nci Bob Ball,." f(l( the task se ttin g. 


done to Bill UVentu~1/ Ingli s, who Ilew 300klll crosS DavL' PC'tC'es is now C:el ,md Gill ThorpC' duh l h,lirm;H1. 


country in his fl t'W to)" just 1ll ~)Ilagir'g to hE' d! my lir~t Our thanks tu l3i11 Jepson lex-Cm ,)lHI Dere, Wil \ on (c> x


~t)km Ili ghl on the' Sam" d:1y, Congra tul ati ons to Pd ul ch,lirman) lOr the ir Y'''''s 01scrvi lL' ,lnd d" di c,)tion. Rob 

news 

Andreas (Isle oi Man) 

FLY 1!'\!C continuC'.; must Su nd<l )l5', w (" lth CJ pt'rmiU ill g. At 
the i\CM Tom W iSt- IllMI stepfJt,ci down ,J:, Chairr1lJn .lnel 

[Jerek rl~l li ngt<Jn as secret,l r)'. O ur thilll k, iOr th eir p:1 st 
C'ff(lrh. They w ere ~l1CCf'f'(j(~d by lu hn r ish('r ,ln ci Bot) 

renn,,1 respec livdy. O"rek ""nlinu;:'s 10 look al ter our 

gro und equipment , eXllertl)'. Holt hag put tC.lg.:thCr tile 

clu b'~ rll'\'V \veb. ~ t'f' : \VWH/,mrtfugliclifl!J .Ovf r. (o ,uk 

BG 

Aquila (Hinton-in-the-Hedges) 

THEK-21 i ~ now doi ng reg LlI ~l r cr()s~-CO untry training 

flighr, "nd enthu, iaml lor cm" -co,,nlnC. ;' high. W" 

h,lV" J 1ullll',lm lor the IntN ,r lub L C"g Ll ~' ; Ihil yeJr w e 

Can even pruvide c:rto:\\', \,\lE' have becn jo ined hy ;1 

nUliliJl'r Cit members frYym Fn slone, now sjdly c losed, 

wh" have brought gliders Jnd nthusiasm. Mike Ilutl C' r i, 

,010, M lc:k Love h a~ his Si lver di;t:l nc(, and John " Jteh 

<imJ Phil Dolling arC' l3a~i c Instru l turs. We'vr' hdcl Ih ",,, 

d(l),S thtlt su ggest this y~Jr 'g weather WOll l t he dl l lJ,id! 
Mel Eastburn 

Bannerdown (RAF Keevil) 

H:WI ',\J G bec:n usdu l i ll the leeh le start to th e soaring 

St:,lSOf1, th r pow(;:re.d JJnu ~, 1)1, hZ1 ~ [1 0 \'\' leAL S l) dld La rge 

comp leted Silver with F, Okm, and next clay lound hers" lf 

In Ihe Inter-cl uh. C; hris l.eM did five hours alter several 

,1 11crnpl~ :l nd j" nc.)w longing to m ;lk~ the frlo':> t o f his 

mot ()r~ Di scu ~ . Sou ring in Ba nk Huliday w L'ek w,H " bit 

patchv until wilve set up late in th e d,lY; fo llowing ,1 mad 

rush lUI' the h,lngi1 r, sever,lll lJdy rn ",mher, got tu anl llnel 

IO, OOOtt. In the two lilter" lub league me('tings to d,ltu 

OUr gl lclers led the clay in punclit dod then inturm"diaie 

(lasses. St ~·V(~ Ayres did the fir5t of the SC~lson ' s "biggi e.s " 
with ~04 krn for h i ~ ~j~lmond dist~Hl (,. J\ iul! progrJ n1Ill t! 
Of evening tr id l les:;ons is under \VJy. 

Derek Findlay 

Bath, Wilts & North Dorset (The Park) 

II SUCCEss FUL flying w et"k - w e flew every cia)' - begon 

on Sunctay, Ju ne 4 with til ' Inter-d ub L ~il gu<, . Mike 

Cciw,l((Js w On pundit (1,155, plltting LiS in the lead 50 f;l r. 

Simon I\d1,'1 rrl r;}n a BCA soaring Co u rS for six ri lembe"r!j; 

two dirl Silver dist.lncc5 (Norman rlill .l nrJIvl ark Dexter) ; 

<'"Jark loye" complQtcd his Silver with live hOllrs during J 

170km triJ ns l" . nth" Werilwsday. our Pawnee 

launch,,,12B gliders; n Lomp leted J,!\OOkm l:Jetw""n 

th em. Jul iJ n Reyn o lds l11,lde SUet; 01 his fiv(->hour,; ,lnei 

Sdvt'r the following S.lturdd)'. Nick BCJwe:rs i'l ()r ga lli~ i l1 g 

uur annuallhre" days in Jul y lor local schoo lchild,,'n. 
T\vo j()i ll t:!d our c.ldct ~ r: he lT1 ~ I;)s t y(' ~ r rln d no\'v a....va if 

th(, l~ 16th birthdays 10 go ';010. 1\ new IJ rieli ng room has 

heen w nstru cled by CrahilOl e, l law" y in wh al used to 

be th ree stcJre«J'Jms rll~king It ('.lSil'r to holel loctures and 

rrlt' t· ti t1g~ dWd)' trwll the cl ubruom dnd har. 

Joy lynch 

Please send your entries to helen@sandg.dircon.co.uk 
or Helen Evans, 6 Salop Close, Shrivenham, Swindon 
SN6 8EN, to arrive by August 15 for Ihe Oclober
November issue (October 17 for December-January). 
Photographs - slides or prints from film - are welcome 

August - September 2000 

Turner for completing the' /\ssist,lIlt Instructor'S CUll rse. 

U nu u,ll w eather in ear ly June prnvcd Ihat Bicllurd can 

also offer w ,1Vl! 5o<lr ing .-?ls \V (:~ I I d~ the th c' rllld l \Iariety. 

Nigel Howard 

Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 

IN SPITE OF the terrihl e w eather, we h,1\' > had SUf!1 C 

decent flyillg. I'a u l Brice achievecl6Stl km 01 a 7S 0km 

Jttemjl t, tailing tu make olle lurni llg po int in W ales ,n hi s 

LS-8 18. Ceofl Lyons fie", h is lirsl SOOkm, ;mel thos e

F'arrym Drt' twins u .lIllpld ed J Si lver bE'lw~n them Oil the 

same ~lftcrnoo n: i\'ell with five- t,ours and ~ea n with 

hf' ight :l f1d disi,1I)(e. M,lic"oll1l r ield hds so loed.ih ·' " xp0

cl it ion to O ntur with the Duo D iscus ,k hicvec1 ;1 tot il l 

time of Mound 7Shrs , w ith w 0.1 th € r improv ing a~ tim t~ 

The Scottish Inter-club began at Feshiebridge, with 
pilots from Aboyne, Portmoak, Milfield and Easterton 
- whOSe eFI, Robert Tait, was photographed with son Ian 
before launching at Feshie (L M Middleton) 

progrcssNI. Jed EeIyvc" n has ncarly got hi s '\! imbus, and 

Zulu C I,15'tck 11ave expcri f'nCccl J delay wiih Ihe demon

strator ASW lR . W e have th e opportunity to t3k" a c lub 

biscuS10 SOutl11\lrtCa aga inllll> win ",r, and art! hOSt ing 

the 1) -metrc l'1atiotlal next YC CH. 

Rog... Neal 

Borders (Miliield) 

OU R AN NUAL alvard, were hallded ou t at the ACM in 

Ap ril; Ern ie' Mills go t a ile lor .l , h ,Ovements (so lo and 

Bmn20 leg; al l w ith i ll:1 mo nthi; I\ndy 11Mdgctt lOr height 

(O iamond); Ruger Cu thbert lOr 1OOkm in w ;1ve; Br ian 

Brown, for servi ce tu the club (the Presidcllt's Cup - hE' 

cl evis(~d (1 bonus launch s( hf.! rnt! whi ch Iud tu increased 

flying at no 1055 to th e c lubl . Some members took pa rt In 

th e int<.!i-SCott ish league at Fcshi t:'.bri cJge. orgi\ ni~('d i)y 
I\ nely Henderson. ,l nd h,ld good soaring. The next round 

wil l hl' .1 1' our sitt' . Uu r livC'-yea r plan wos completed in 
two yezns, <-lnt! w e ,Jr0 now ((:>viftw ing whJl to do nCxt. 

One optiun migh t hf' d private rfwmhcrs' hi1ng7l. r to 

maximise winter Ilying tim e. The motor Fa lke is to get J 

factory Ll'r() ~h ()urcd cllgin(~ litted. OUT w ave W(l ... b are 

fully beJokeci . C c)(don I'ledger cli mbed to 13,2DOlt in 

\Vav · in Mel Y lor Cold height. JZlIlleS eil h,lS so loed. 

Bob Cassidy 

Bristol & Gloucestershire (Nympsfield) 

TREASU RER Pa ul Leo llard and secreta r), Chris O.;guod 

got our (:;Jelc t 5chol,1rship schl'n1e undl;!r \Yay. Ca terers 

Kell alld SylVia Coppill >tarted dispensing food ,lr1cl beer 

and Oilerc·d to later tor birthdays and spec ial eVe'llts. 

DOIl't furget juniors can fly thl.' Rulpx \ 'Ves! .'1'Il Rcgiun a l ~ 

(August .,-1J) lor ha ll pri ce . 

Bernard Smyth 

Ruugh en fl E'w .lOkrn to Carl1ston for his Sil ver Badge and 

Alan I-Iopkinson has BronZL'. JUIl L' 10 gave: us some good 
(fOSS-coLJlll r ic \vi th many pilols flying 200km-plus 

lask., . OUf h(:>..ln .-.. W(' l1t out to Hill JepS()!'l who just misst:~d 

his 300km, landing "t Rullorth on Ihe way hom". Th., 

white w illch's chassis has been swapped ,)[ld the c lub 

Cirr us i, now fi tted with ",;lI('rl1"II,1>1, Ill"n), Ihanks lu all 

involved. It is with great sadness th<lt WC' report the loss 

01Dann)' M e Neil. Danny, wh o head 'CJ the winch 

m<lintcn~ln (~e tCJrl'l, \\"lS a huge contributor to the cl ub. 

O ur sympathy tel his fam ily dnd fri enels, 

OllyPetNs 

Cairngonn ( Feshiebridge ) 

B/\ CK I '''p ril we h05teci and won tile SCCltti sh Inter-club 

L'-'dg UC. Spccia l tnilntiollllll"tgo tu inlrep ld Milli <! ldi tCls 

fo r vt! ntur ir'lg intO d rt!JS of th e Cd imgorm~ nOt l.L5"ually 

trcgu"ntcd l1y IJ.~ : the' Ic'ar50hw, G len Ei l1 lch. tile! "Glen 

\\'Ith teeth ". O Ut May t,).;k w!"Il k had 1,111tris tics()aring 

wE,'i:\ the-r with m ,':l ny jOOkrilS fl own dur ing the w eck \fiv t= 
in one CbY- ;1 first {or Fc:s tli el. "Ve welcomed vi ~ iting 
pilots to th e IlighL)nd Aero Club il y· in, With sonw Ily ing 

back in On Sunday for a ,,,cunei t1e lp ing of i\berde ,'n 

,"ngus swab anel "sp irin. Our thanks go to Al iSter 

i<Ouerl 5un fOr ru nni flg J. vexy sUcct~5!; ful courSe week 

which ;l!SO en joyed m ..lrvollo us w Ccl ther <lnd gJvt' sunK' 
new rnemher>,1n Pf1juy;,h le int(()cJuCti on to 

mount,l in soar ing and a good ki " k-~t" rt to so lo. We h,w/;: 

bought a Roblll Tug Irom Au stria dnd thank AbOI'll" for 
the intc'rim lOt-In nf their [)Llwne " . By tl1 (1 time yoU read 

th is, OlJr WInch will bt1 IJZKk On li flt!, ih n ~w P<,lifrlwork 

lookin g very srnJrt courtesy of "Bernhard the Brus h" . 

Vis it (Jur \Veh~ i tc dt w\vw.gliding.org 
Chris Fiorentini 

Chilterns (RAF Halton) 

iHE SMTIO.N pub li c ily c~mpd i gn i , PJyl ng ulf Ithank 

tCJ Kerry MUlvey ancl Dave S"le)' int rod uc ing gi lding to J 

st(·;,!cly strt\111l of sC'rVIIT recruits during their ba~k ti;'\ ining. 

1\/\051go on to posting:.:. els-ew here and progress \vith 
Oth er RI\FGS;\ dubs, Desp ite mOrn ing Illi st, J grea t dea l 

Cj f flying W{lS achieved in the ear ly I\t\ay Jh initin \·ve.c.k. i' 
couple 01 lapsed brethren r('so loeci. Thanks to supporting 

n1emlwr> led by Derek Jones .The LS-6c:: end Discus have 

hepn dOing 100-2 00km m il k rllns awai ti ng better 

weMhe r. Th e Ilew Skyl aunlh winch is i1 boost bOlh for 

launch ratl' and h.,ight, partICcularly on ou r sho rt rli nS. 

Tharlk5 t() Gordo n t~IC5\\,<lrth, W("~ 11dv e a co mprehensive 

manual ,mel tra ined drivers. /1 synd icate LS -7 Cl me from 

GermallY through c)'b rspacc . ;\ Sp itfi re Carne til" 

traClilional way and posed in fro nl Df our gliders fo r 

photos. W ea ther perrnittmg, ~ group 01r('gu I,l(S ili cs 

W"cJnesdn\, and Friday ,, (ternoons. 

Tony Gee 

Clevelands (Dishforth) 

OUR CLUBHOU SE Ullllpiex is ,llmost comrlete. W e 

now have water ,lncJ electriCity, although sewerage is 

proving ;l litt le mDr(' difli cult. Cr.lId ul th ;mks to all those' 

members wh() ha\,(' givell up the ir time to hdp . Spec ial 

thanks to Kevin Ki ely ,lnd TG'CCy Potter, whose uniJilinf\ 

ellthus iasm an(1 hard work made thi s project ,1 success . A 

hastilY-Mranged (\CM was held in th" new !Jar, with 

prizes guing to JJmes IJrosser dnd Ke\'i h Curti s. Our 

nc)torious c .... k-up trophy was <lw,lrded t() <1 consortiufil , 

Iwaded hI' our (FI, im takin g part in the retrieve lrom 

r lcll . Further deta ils lrom the parti eipMlt' ... for the pri ce 

of II pillt! Th{~ foutings are down for our new "Clider 

Storase F:1cility" - building should be compl ete by Ihe 

start o f !\ uglJ SL 1\ 11 w e nc"d now is some good wedtiJer. 

O ur co mpet iti o n fl il ('l ts h.1W had littl e pract ice 50 f"r this 
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Club news 


Actress Kate Winslet (front), daughter-In-law of outgoing 
CrBnwell president Ted Threapleton, with Bobble Lee 

yea r, hut we hop~ for good resu lts. Congratulat'ions to 
Mark Tolson on his Assistant Instructor's ral ing. 
Polly Whitehead 

Cornish (Perranporth) 
O,'JCE ACAI"" Ihe ilnnuallask week was \ ",hed out. II 
i> only a rumour Ih,}1 our new CFI, Gordon Hunler is 
being bl,Hned for Ihe wea lher - allhough now, w hen Ill' 

~pprn"dws Ih , launchpoinl, umbrellJs ,Ire quic'l ly 
unfurled. J\ syndicd te hds been formed wl lhin Ihe club. 

The EGGS (E lderly Gcnlll'ml'n's Gliding Synd icall') is 
reslricll'ci to pre-Bronze nll'rnhers Over 60 - bUllhose 
hetween GO-bS only qualify as Juni ors! n,C FI and 

Tugrnast r Pip Phillips arc honor;lry sen ior members. 

The club sa id" s"d goodbye 10 a va lued and popular 
member, Rex Vinson, who died Oil May 25, fol lowing a 
' erie, o f slrok S (s (! obiluari es, pS9) . 
Mike Sheedy 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 
A VERY WET April harnp "r('dearly ,eason flying, bUI 
members Me nOw starling to enjoy good cross-country 
soaring with t)ne 500km and an .1bundanCt' of 300s irom 
Ihe pundits. Mik., Frosl fbv his Sil ver dislonce (rom 

Aston Down and, on reochini( Enslone, conl inued 10 

Hinlon-in-Ihe-Hl'dgcs (7"l km) in Ihe club K·B, followed 
by un (wrotow retrieve. A fin ~ pcrlorm'::lI1ce indeed! VVe 
welcome several new Il1cmh<:!.rs including sumc pilots 

from EnSione E,}gles ,mel hope Ihallhey enjoy lIying w ilh 
us. Doug Gardner and Oliver Ward competed in Ihe 

Easlern "egion;, ls. Congratulalions 10 O llie for coming 
.-irst in hls Discu5 2. 'Ale nornld ll y Ily thr E' ~vcn ings 

during the week. Our courses continue to do well with 

some first solos, Final prpparations arc lleing llll\de to 

ensure Ih"t Ih Open Class N,'lionals go smoolhly. 
Frank BirJison 

Cram\'ell (RAF Cranwell) 
UNDETERRED by frequl'nllhunderslorms Jnd rJin), 
dilYS, Zeb Zarno crea led locallllCrmic acl ivil y ,15 chef for 

an (' Il jo),abl(' club barbe 'ue in arly April. We hove 
acqu ired d new hus which is bei ng rl'furbi shed under Ihe 

hands-on lllarl<1gement 01 G ·d M c' Ighl and Mark 
H('sslewooci Movemcnl uf the launchpoin' wi II I'w 

long"r b ' heralded hI' dense clouds 01 diesc'l smoke. 
Grah ,'lll Dixon has now lakf'n 111<' r(' ins as president .md 
Richard Walker i, . eerel, ry. We h;}v' enlhus d potenl ial 

glider pilots ra nging from scoulS 10 m('milers of J loca l 
operatic so iety - (l new We:IY to r(,Jch Ihe high noll'S? 

T·21 and special effects at North Hill's open day. Run by 
Simon Leeson and helpers, It was a spectacular success 

Stephanie Dav ies, LiJm Hoelely and Simon Johnson of 

the Air Training Corps havl' joined Our ranks undt' r ,1 

scheme funded by Ihe Geoffrey De H,willand 
Found;lIion. Angus Farrell), a(hi ' ved so lo flighl and 

Arthur Docherly Silver height. Allhe lime of wriling Ihe 

lub is Ihird illihe In"' r·c lui> League. Cranw~ 1I is also 
preparing 10 man an RAcGS,\ swnd and support a glider 
aerohalics display ,}llh , W,lfJdinglon Air Show . 

Paul Skicra 

Deeside (Aboyne) 
COLIN Wigh l has relurned 10 us ,)S second insl ruclor 

unlillhe end of October. Marc Shu ll"n, lrom Holland, is 
the new tug pilot. VV(I 'vvC'rQ sorry to see Bryce t lerkert 

return to Ihe Uniled Siaies. He revitilli sed Ihe /\herdeen 
Univers ily Ge, and gai ll ed his Silver and 131 raling. 

Richard Arklc achieved 500km and D,we Ho ldsworlh 
Silver heighl. Vis ilors from Ihe Soulh Me cnjoying wave 

and therm"l Il ying. The week of June 1'1 saw wave flighls 
10 1 D,(JOOfl and 14,OOOft. Six p i loiS are doing Ihis yeM's 
Solo to Rrol1ze cou rse, \IVav(' and mountain soaring 

championship bookings arc going we ll. 
Sue Heard 

Denbigh (Denbigh) 
DEN BICH 'S branch 01 Age Concern held a raffl e during 
May, air experience fl ighls heing Ihe pri ze. The lucky 

winner .119 1 years o ld dcdtred il wa s: "no SOrl of a pri ze 
a prize for o lder people". Thai d id nol stop grandmolher 

CI(ldY5 Dyster from Abergel e, at it m 'rc Y3 years: " 11m 
not nervous one bi!. I ,1m redlly look ing forward to it. 

People Ihink I 'm flolly, anyw"y, Ihi s probably confirms 
il !" she saiel, setlli ng inlo Ihe cockpit. Gladys completed 
threc' fl ighls in all and promised 10 be hack for more later 

in Ih" YeJr. The oec,lsion was broadcasl by HTV VV,ll es 
dnd Ill ..:H.lC alllhc 10(:(1 1papers. Nice o ne, G ladys ! 

Congr;lIUI ,l li ons 10: Ke'ilh Gultl'rworth (solo); James 

"' ieholls (rp-soloing afl<'r a 3D-year hrpil~ l; Gmfl " oyk' 
Il3ronze); John W,llkinson (Bronze and Cross-counlry 

Endorsement); ,vl ~rtin Jone's iSilver dural ion); "nei Mikp 
Sanders and Steve Wrighl (SLMG r,lIing). 

Martin Jones 

Devon & Somerset (North Hill) 
SEVERAL members, including Kay Aision and William 

Pop'" have r('soloed; St('V8 Rush,,11 ilnd SIC'Vl' vVl'stlakc 
have Bronn~; John Burrow and Phil lv\orrison are 

Ass istanl Inslruc lors and Pett'r Stapll'lon is ,1 Tuggie. O n 
lune 1 B, while much of til<' counlry swc llered in Ihe 

blu ·', 15 or more Nurth Hill pilots enjoyed genl le wave 
soa ri ng 10 B-1 0,00011 across th e widlh of Devon and 
SOmcrsel. Onp pilol reporled Zl'ru , ink and sma ll pockels 

01 lift iour miles upwind of Ihe coasl inlo Lyme Bay' A 
new vi<'w of Wdve ~oarillg. Next fli ght De,1uville O/R~ 

Phil Morrison 

Dukeries (Gamston) 
M eW 'S ANNUAL dinner dance S<1W cups prcscn ll'ci 10: 
John Swannack lor a remarkable heighl ga in III ('XCuss of 
7,50011 - nol bad for a fl ;}1 sill' off a winch l;lUnch; Mi( k 

Burruws for the most outstand ing cross~collntr)'; Nick 
Ashton fur cK hi8vpment and Steve Simpson (chJ irman's 

cup). i-\ tril ctor complete wi th grass cutter hJS bee.n 
boughl Inr Ihe club rel iov ing Ihl' work load on Ihe local 

f,lrn1t'r and olhers w ho in Ihe pasl kepi the runways ;1I a 
mdn,}gt' "ble lenglh . Thanks go 10 G len 8,,,,all for 

running anotht~r successiul Hying week, the weather wClS 
unkind bUI the social activilies made up for it. 
Dave HaJJ 

East Sussex (Ringmer) 
OUR IN·HQUSE Il1JgaLine, Grdpf'vil1(", h,,, conK' to Ihe 
end of ils Currenl run and we Ihank Ron Simpson for 

such a consi,lenl ly excellenl procluLl Over such a long 
period. VVt' wc.lLomc Cerry Cair and Randa ll vVilliams dS 

Btl~ic Instructors; Grahdm Bovvring h,15 both Bronz~ legs; 

Sasha has gone so lo. Nick I' '"son 's SF 27 is back from 
the workshop dnd many rnembeL hold an opportunity to 

First solos and Instructors at Kent (from left) : Bob Lloyd: 
Keith Knight (In glider): Peter Hambrow; Tudor Williams ; 
Anne Ruglys and Tim Carlye. David Waldrop also soloed 

sample' Ihe PW'i on loan to Ihe ~ llIb. Thanks 10 fellow 
fI iers from Southdown, Lasham, and Kenl for helping us 

«'Iebrate Ihe fi rsl Inler-club compel ilion w,' helVe hosted 
for many years. A lov(, ly day with d great atmosph(.> rt', it 

wos made all the more cnjo)'c'lh!El since the on ly person 

10 complete' a ta~k \-vtIS our novice . 
AWL 

Essex (Ridgewell/North Weald) 
TII[ CLUB ilying week .11 Ridgewell WL'nt weJJ aller we 

g~ve a pair of ducb clearance 10 take off from J flooded 
af(:'t:1 of the iiekl which they had rcg<HdeC'! as th eir OW/l 

privale airslrip. The !.lGA's I'uchacz proved very popular, 
giving some members th eir first cxperien ·c of (lying in 
gll1ss . CongrJtu lc1tions 1<.> Bob ((lssc ls on completing 

Silver wilh a five-hour flight at Ridgl'well. We wish Ca lhy 
Dellar well in her new role as club sc.cret,;lry. 

Peler Perry 

Essex & Suffolk (Wormingford) 
NO\OV IT has finally Slopped ra ining perhaps II' ,,"an g 
down 10 some serious flying. \!\Ie hZlve two new aircraft 
on ite: Kei ran BOOSI has IlOughl a Discus andlhe c lub 

has "dded a Mistr,,1 C 10 ilS fleel, bringing our 101,1110 
eight aircr(lt"c four si ngles Jnd jour tWin s. Husbe1nd and 
wife Lynn and l'icill Morley bolh so loed on conspculive 

dJ)'s ~lt the end of our iirst fl yi ng week. Congratultlt ions 

10 Pele ~ ico ll s on his full instruclor's raling. 
SIeve Jones 

Four Counties (Syerston) 
THE Cl.UB'S rnini -l'xFwdilion 10 Milficld over Ih" M ay 
Hank holiday weekend was c'njoyable. It was a pleJsJnt 
chJngl! dnd we were m(lcic vcry wclcome.. Back home, 
the wea th er' during our East0r week "'dS vcry wet hut \-ve 

nlanagen lo fly most days bctwct.'n s-ho\.v rs. r wo or o ur 

bursary cadels so loed ,'llh" end 01 Ihe week: well done 

10 Ihem. The recenl pOor w"alher doe mean that pl('nly 
of progress is being made on our new bus ~ AI CrJggs 

now h~lS two Bronze Ie i and is looking lurwdrd to ilying 

P2 in Ihe Duo Dis us in Ihe. Gr" nsden Regionals. Wc 

hosled Ihe firsl meeting of Ihe' Inter-club League, wilh 
pi loiS from Dunstable, Cranwell, Hus !.los and 5"lll1y. 
Sue Armstrong 

Herefordshire (Shobdon) 
WE 'RE STILL gliding here ;}t Shobdon, alheil wilh only a 

tiny b,lfld 0120 or so pilols. Dewi Edward wenl solo I,'SI 

Prizewinners at Dukeries' dinner dance: Mlck Burrows, 
John Swannack, Steve Simpson and Nick Ashton 
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competilion gave two fl yahle days. The 1 [lUkm 
fri •.1Ilguldr task 'NilS \Von hy Piwi Kite <1I1d John Simmonds 

fl y ing our Duo D iscus 775. The Ass igned Area T;l,k 

- that foxed them ! - was won by Chri s Starkey in his 
ASW 20. A service will he held at L1 shalll pa rish church 

0 11 S"ptc'mber 17 at O~.J()hrs 10 mark SCI yed rs of fly ing 
at La sharl'l. KCJson.Jble Ji rspace restri ctions for the 
period o j th e Farnborough Ai r Shuw hI': ve be.en ~l g r p!::!d 

due 10 Ih,~ work 01 Gr,l h,lm M cAndrew. 

Tony Segal 

Lincolnshire (Strubby) 
Or-.:CE /\GAIN Ihe Brili sh summer has pl 'lyed its usual 
tr icks. Yesterday was ft lwilys the best s() ~1f i ng day th.)t you 

ever saw. \Ne have J good crop at youngsters 

cOllling along. They have brought a fresh almosphere to 
Ih , cl ub and we now h,lI'E' ,I 1ll.1 rvcllou, b lend of youth 

and exp<'ricnce. Th" Super D illlona denlonstrator v isited 

us recenll y and the sight of Ih is prE'Uy liUle mOlnrglider 
lugging the K- 7 skywards IINO-Up WClS ,1 sight to IH.,;,hQld. 

Patr icia Ridger has jo inc'ci th e rank s 0 1815. Gerry Bloor 
has hi s fi rs l ilrOll ze leg, 

Dick Skerry 

Mendip (Halesland) 
THE CLUB 'S "pil ol 01 Ihe mOlllh " h,ls tl) be L«s S, ker 

who followed his first so lo w ith ,1 Bronze leg on h is third . 

Th" flight W,IS a doubl<1 fi rst: he was 11lE' first pupil senl 
solo by inslructor Paul Croote. O ther dchicvers have 

I en Der ' k Si mpson (BI Raling). George Lodge, w ho has 
completed his Sil ver, and Ad rian Rudd le. w ho keeps 
fl yi ng Bronzp legs. Til{' Long Mynd expedilion elllpti ".1 
our trailer park, although Dave I latch ended LI p at Hus 
Bns. \N(' have contacted all our previOUS CFls dnd hope 

they w il l provide a unique pholo opportunity ,11 our 251h 

anniversary celc'hralion. 
Keith Simmons 

Midland (The long Mynd) 
SU MMER Cdille to IhE' ,ytynrl on a S;llurday: Li z Tu siJrrl 

<lnd David Darcy fl" ", Silver dislances w hil st at Minden 

Dominic Haughlon soared 10 30,OOOft on h is c.heck 
flighl His nexl check was a rope bre,l k. AI the Eastern 

" egionals Rose Johnson and f'il ul Sian ley I -'d the K-2 1 
team w hich won the two-seater trophy. S,Hah Buller ann 

cllin Ca lderhedd both fil'w and sW,'1ll w ith Ihe ducks 
{their tent was senously flooded}. Pa ul 's confidence later 

extended to selling off on a 400km on the 've of tlw 

Duo ' departu re lor fumglirlc 2000 . He didn 't make it 
and Ihe ensuing late-nighl rclneve comp lelely fused the 

c:ha irrnan 's paCen1 ~lkc r. The resurliH.: ing of our tra k~ COI1

tinues and don't lorgel lhere is :lO per cent o ff our 

courses lor members 01 B A -a ffili ~ l ed d ubs. 
Roland Bailey 

Needwood Forest ((ross Hayes) 
Af~OUND ha lf Ihe membership allended the AGM . wilh 

all committee pl'lL"" being fill ed and good new s Irom 
Ihe Inland Revenue. The field ha been ferlil ised, ,1 land 

drain repaired <l nci our li rs t viS iting gl ider landed (frolll 

our Sl,lffordshire neighbours. Seighford). ""e selected 
four new cadets to start in jul y frolll a shori lisl o f 14, w ilh 

,lpplicants from loca l schools. O ur fi rSt fl y ing week this 
yea r \VaS;l SlICC(-?SS; others (1r due in Jul y and f\ UgUSt. 

Grant Williams 

Nene Valley (Upwood) 
WE LOO K forward to th e return of M ;] rlin Reyno lds Irom 

Ilw F,llk l,"nds.Th" clubhouse now bO.ISls d (d iP ted 
committeeJbriefing room, treasurer's oiii cp, storeroom 
.Ind kitchen. \!\lc arc ilbo impruv ing the siln ita ti o rl 
system. The h,Hlg() r, with an exce ll en t ~y>lCm o f over 
head slrip l ighling. is now ,I first-cldSs. ,dl-year-round 

faci lity. Thanks 10 Ihe graSS-CUlling efforts o f Rri ,ln 

Pa lmer, our fl y ing strip is in good shapE'. O ur Friday 

flY ing sessions, for v'](ious )i'0ups.of Ihe publi c. have 
sl;)(ted \Veil. We have firm bo()kings for Ihe resl of the 

summer. Our task week is from ju ly 29 to /\ugust 6. In 

Paul Croote sent Les Saker for this first solo at Mendip. 
Despite claims it was a toss-up who was more nervous. 
two flights later Les got a Bronze leg (Doug Mills) 

Illonth .m d W e' have d nl'W ,ynciicat t"imbus 3DT (In the 
airfield . Ii }/OU need tu drop in on(' weekend, olllel you 

announce YO UfSE· I( during down wind on 123 .5 MHz 
til l' pnWEn hoys will he. gr;tteful - u ~e Ih -> gril.SS o r runway 
as you require. then cl ear to the rough ,dge, cheer, . 
Mike Dodd 

Highland (Easterton) 
WE WELCOI'vIE Fulmar GC w ho hdve da id dlo move 

Iheir opera l i on~ to E",terlon . W e hope Ihei r mov w ill 
, l rengthel1 dnci bel1efil bolh clubs. Angle Veitch ran a 
very successful cours(' in earl y lune w hen Ted M urphy 
and J'Ad rlin Birs~ f ::.so [oed - congra ulaliolls lu them both 

and 10 Andy Anderson for success ull v completi ng his 
I\ ssistc:l nt Instructor LOurSe. O Uf fl ew htl ngclf is rec.Khing 
complet ion and h;l s already hdd Iwo A.,tir., in it desp ile 
not yet having any doors. ,\!\.. rtin Kni ght has w ork<=,'d h ~ rd 

on our new \vebsite, ww\v.highglirle.ro.uk \/\/e have 

ree "Iltl y htld ~Ornt'. goud w ekends with therrn.l ls fo 
6,OOilft ~ ncl w~ ve to ,1bovc 12.00011. ur nex i fl y ing 
we(,k will b , Augusl S- 13 with Fnterpri sf'-Iype l<l s k ~. su if 
you am venturing north do comp J nd find us. 

Teresa Tail 

Kent ((hallock) 
rtVE NEW solo pilols frnm lhe r 'cent ab initio course 
run by 80b Lloyd .\I1e1 Tudor Will iams are nnw on onp oi 

Ihe regulM Bronze C Iheory courses. whi ch use 

," ' icrosoit Powc'rPoint presentatiuns a nd training hy an 
interacti ve contuser. \ ,Ve ~lw;:-l )'_ welcome visitors to 

thes,", courses: we wi ll he p leased 1<) hear from you . In 
Ihe summer, they run <)n Saturday evenings so valuable 

IOMing time jln 'tmissed - in Ihe winter Ihe)' tend 10 ile 
over an entire weekend. T~lking aboul sOMing, I{icharcl 

Schofi eld iJ nd Teddy Raw have Bron ze legs while Brian 
T.1n 51",y h,1 5 done his lir t 1 OUkm. One Sund,ly, lucky 

men1he r ~ w(~ re sO;lring ;Ul exc.E'pti on.Jlly sceni c sea 
breC' ze i ro nt with wonderful vi ews of .s unsh ine un clouds 

dll(J th e E:ngli sh ( h,1I1n (·1. Isn't glid ing mdg i c ~ 

Caroline Whilbread 

lakes (Walney) 
WE I-lAVE had a new addilion In the private fie t' a 
DG 800 8, w ilh its own pop-up thermal. Heads turn 
when il lakes ofi ,)/lei climbs ,I t 800ft/min . W e. have had 

good soaring in both wave and thermal Jnd mana.ged to 

fly ewry w('('kcnd 50 far. Some nola"I ' ev nls; b n Keay 
ha gone solo, and W(; h.1vC reCTuite:d Sf~Ven ne'vv 

nl embers, the youn gest beillg Rob rt ;\J\orri s at 14. 

Peler Seddon 

Lasham (lasham) 
We welcome N icol" ·Id iden a\ stafi tug pilot. Cnrdon 
Md(Donald ,15 senior II )l in ·' inslruclor and jim Duthie 

and john Si mmonds "s seasc)n:li fl yi ng instrut:tors. Peler 
Iv\anci n i is ou r m '\ov w inch driver. Reild ing University 

Studenls' Union h,we formed d gliding lub w ith 30 
members w ho wi ll fl y at L ham, thanks to the elforts o f 

Anna """lis. Desp ite had we,lther, the tradit ional Easter 

August - September 2000 

In spite of the difficult weatfler. the Eastern Regionals at 
Norfolk got four days. Spot the ducks I (Tess Whiting) 

October. TaffTurner and Roger Morrisroc intend to carry 
(Jul th e gui ll ol i"'" modifiCdtinn. which pr(lvl-'d 10 he so 

successful on th e first will ch. 0 11 th e second. 
john Pike 

Norfolk (Tibenham) 
FO RTY hopeful compelitors arri ved at Tihenham lor Ihe 

Eastern " egion" ls (sec pJ 7) . Congral ulations 10 john 
Wi lton J nd O llie Ward. w inners o f their respeclive 
ci,lsses, c)nd thanks to the hard-worki ng te:1Il1 who 
serv iced Ihe comp. We hdCl an enjovahle 1,15k week ov 'r 
EaslQf, earlier thil ll USU.ll. fini shing wi th our leg 01 the 

Inter-club Leaoue. Andy Smilh and P"t r Lan<'<lstpr h •• V<' 

gon ' solo. Peler also has J Hronze leg. ;)s ha, arl 
Il;, ri>er. Twn m,lja r improvemell ts arc Ihe arrival of our 
second Robin, giving us <,xce llpnl I,lunch capah ili t),. ilnd 

mains water. VVe can drink our mugs of IC'<1 clnd co l fee 

down to the hottom withuut getting J mouthrul o f gr it. 
Bonnie Wade 

Oxford (RAF Weston on the Green) 
IT W AS w ilh SO I11 (> s,)dness Ihal we said goodbye to 


Norl11,ln and G ill ian I-Ieclg , though by the Ih ird goodbye 

w e were cheerin g up a b it, as Ih (;-~ )' l eaVf~ I hf~ d ub to 


e njoy d quiet retirement in the \Vest Country only ~111 


hour', cl ri ve from Ihe nea resl gliding ·Iuh. Pet' Brooks 

presented NOrll1.Jn wi th ,1 " hume.-b luwn '· gl'l ss Pilalus 


(shllrel ), silnm{' mishtdk<d - Ed) in recogn ition f ,111 the 


hard work he and C il l have put into Ihe cl ub. and on th e 

understanding hr· can come back 011 11' i f he doesn' t 


rejoin the cOl1lmittee. The DG is nuw full y integrated in to 


the cl ub Ileel and e\" 'ryhndy appea rs to like liying ii, 

(:-~ vell if tl1(')' GI n ', understand Uw At,lri vid<:t.) game we 


5('('11110 h"v ' in th" Iron l cockpit. And nOw Iwopl " .lre; 

stretching their win gs, with Torl Y Hoskins and Simon 

W,.lk,'r hoth zipping 10 Ilus lios fo r Silver distance 


Steve McCurdy 


Peterborough & Spalding ((rowland) 

ArTER a w -I M ay, june sta rl ed w ilh plenly 01 soaring. 


The cl ub celebratpeJ Its 10th ann ivers;}ry on June 2 wi th J 


w e.lI -a llc'nded hog roasl : Ih,Hlks 10 JO,l n and Annie for 


Norman and Gillian Hedge with a small reminder 01 flying 
at Oxford GC - a glass model of a Pilatus 
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Club news 


The Bristol and Gloucestershire Gliding Club 
-- Nympsfield - 

AB-INOIO TO BRONZEAND X-COUNTRYHOUDAY COURSES 

We have the instructors - you have the instruction! 


PRE SOLOTRAINING 

2 AEROTOW TUGS AVAILABLE • 1 SUPACAT WINCH 2 DRUMS 


FIXED PRICE TO SOLO - £500.00 

ERl 
, 

Higb guaranteed u'l"cb Inullcb rale 
Quality Illr lime for Il.s/ruction - Not just a fe", mlnutesfllgbtllme! 

'oaring flights • Ridge soarin~ flights from our ;pectacular site • Bronze and crOSS country 
endorsement • Unique superb site that allow you to soar or ridge oar all }'ear round. 
No charge for some of our accommodation for courses 
CLUB FLEET- Ka13' DG505 KaS's GROB 102 ASW 19 

S
henington Gliding Club 

The J'riend{y (jading C{uIJ 

• Aerotow & Winch Launching. Motor Glider Training (Not PPL) 
• Open 7 Days a Week all Year. Oedicated Gliding Site 

• Excellent Soaring. Expeditions Welcome 

• An Apology - No changes for the year 2000 • 
Just the same tried and tested intensive training courses that were so 

successful in 1998 and 1999 • Good honest value for money 
~ .2:1 Student: Instructor Ratio 

In Post Course 
Questionnaires 
98% of Students INTENSIVE 
Rated 
(4/5) or 
Excellent (515) 
Overall. 

us Good COURSES 
With Guaranteed. Numbers of Launches 

• 1 day course (all times) 8 winch launches £80 
• 5 day course (Mar, Apr, Oct) 30 winch launches £250 

• 5 day course (May to Sept) 40 winch launches £350 
• A pro-rata CASH refund if guarantees are not met for ANY reason 

Shenington Gliding Club 

Shenington Airfield, Shenington, Near Banbury, OXON, OX15 6NY 


Phone I Fax: 01295680008 • http://reespace.virgin.net/fisher.m/sgc/ 


spending all day cook ing it and to M"nny ioe m"king Ihe 


spit. Congratulalions on iirsl solo to Roil Neal, to Gerry 


Pyhus u n g,]in ing hi s PPL - we all look iorward 10 him 


starlillg tugging - and A l lBigi Flin toil o n converling lu 

the Pawnee, "Ve. welcome (l. new junior Inemot\r, M arcus 


Ga lc, who is making., rromising slart on his Duke o i 


Edinburgh AWl1rd. June':, open day W(lS a great success 


w ilh lots oi good [lub li c ily fruill the Imal med ia - well 


dOlle and thanks 10 .1 11 who made il p(lssibl e. A flappt'd 


Vega has arrived on Ihe ;,iriie ld from T;dgarlh - its new 


owners Jrc Pau l Goulding dnd Ad~l lll Laws. The 


clubhousc work has heen completed thanks 10 ailihose 


who \\'Drk~'d tin-' It::'5sly over c()untless w(">'E'k(:'nus (l nd 

even ings. \I\le have replaced a dC(ld dumpcr tru ck w ith ,1 


Land Rowr w hich has provcd a bi g hi t with Ihe cadets. 


There is now J brand n w sign outsirie tlw d ub entrance 


so we ,h,1I1 not he hard 10 iind. 


Pete Goulding 


Portsmouth Naval (Lee on Solen!) 

THE I{ECENT invasiull of our air flc:ld by 13 Splifi res and 


assorled fl y ing hoats led us 10 find paslu r s n 'W, 


Successful cl ub exped ili ons were undertaken 10 


Yeovillon and Keevil. The firsl oi our Ihree au initio 


C{JurS8~ Sen\' tilt' mergence o f five' new solo pllOb. Our 


new CJnleCn hus is now comp lete: Ill'my th,!Ilks 10 jo hn 


Hdl" ior all his efiml,. 


Pete Smith 

Scottish Gliding Centre (Portmoak) 
AFTER ,",xc('l lpnl wt'dtill'r al the starl oi Ihe Y" dr, w e h,lve 

had somewhal mixed conditions in April "nd Ma y. In 

spile oi thi s, Adi Vongonlard has become J BI, ~ nd 

sevcrd l olher people ,lrC c lose 10 comp l"-ting in true ti ng 

qUJ li ii ca lions. Congratulalions also 10 Guy H,lll (Gold 

height and Si lver duralion ), Andrew Bales ' ~run.ze and 
Silver durAtion), Tim Sands (S il ver heighl dnd duration), 

and Doug T"it (Bronze). Alex ROLlg"ie and R"y Roberts 
(011 hi s 16th birthd,lY) have gone solu. Aile r Illany years 

or ser Ice to Ihl' club in s('veral ciiiicr<°lli capa it ies, 

Hamish W ilherspoon has rei ired , and we wish hlln well 

for the fulure. INc are bad to reporllhe dealh of Bill StJ rk . 

Neil Irving 

Shalbourne Soaring Society (Rivar Hill) 
OUR CFI Liz Sparrow hJS been hitting Ihe h '" dlill!.'s 

" gain . ,~ il er lelev isiun covC'rage o f our April open day, Liz 

appea red on the irunl page of the Nl'whury Weekly 
News' Illonthly Illagaz ine. We hope th e publicil)' wi ll 

help our plans to increase irom 1DO to 150 Illemb f 

over the next three yea rs. \oVe \,\'picolTlc.u the N~)tionJl 

Coach, Simon Adla rd, ior ,1 soaring cours' al the end oi 

,'vldy. The we.dlh 'r was nol very k ind but ,·\le .1 11 managed 

fli ghls in the BGA Discus and DG 'i 00. There is another 

pr ivately-owned P 'gasu5 101 on th .. ite (and <I Ihird of it 

is mine!). Some cr()$s ~ (.;ou ntry iii lhts ht:we h<: f'1l ach ieved 

d.'spite Ihe' puor w~.lth.". in<-l uding 2110km by K.,y 
Draper w hich didn 't picas!! husband Dave w ho couldn 't 

get away c1iter th ree aw:rnp ,To aVOid uivorc Davpf 

now intends In get his own glirler. Dave did gel his own 
back b, dCllr1g a JOOkm in seven huurs on june 10 w hi le 

II 're'lt o i u · Jbandoned the task du ' liJ a 17kt headwind 

on Ihe li na ll g. Keilh Lc)v 51' .mel Davl! Morrow hJvP 

comp leted Bronze and jerry Pack ha. a BI Raling. There 

is SDnp resist :m ce to our clpplic .. tion for (lccJs ionztl 

aero low perm ission. Wc' arc sorry to report th~ dealh of 

Vern t\dams (S e' obi tuar ies, p59). 

Clive Harder 

Shenington (Shenington) 
THE FLURRY of good w"ather has brought some 
achi evC'menls: jane jerv i>, Elainc' Crowder, I{og('r Tyrrell 

and Roger ndrews completed thee Cross-coull lrv 

Endorsemenl; Ian Thomas wenl solo; Simo n Whittaker, 

Tim Parker anel C enrge Hay" have been ga lloping 

Ihrough Bron ze; Phil Str"ngwarci co mpleted hi s Sil ver 

wilh fi ve hours ,l t Tal garth ; whi le jane jerv i, and Roger 

Ty rrell fl ew Si lver distances, Members are compeling in 
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the 10 "l inter-club, ,lncl var ious competiti on ' , The HG 

SOd(ing courS' W;J<; greatl)' enjoyed - thank to Simon 

,'\dlard lor all his hard work "nd enlhusiasm. Plans 

con linup lor the ta5k week in August (14-181. We are 

C'xp{'cting our annual c·xJJcdi tion from Bowland Forest in 
August. Iv\ irh,veek flying rontinues with both cours(' 

memhers Jncl vi sitors welcome to jo in us - cil ll the ulii ce 
ior dp!a il~. See our ne\ovs at \V\vw.gliding-dub. co. uk or 

hUp:lfrecspacc. vir8il1, netl flsher. m/sgo 

Tess Whiting 

Shropshire Soaring Group (Sleap) 
LlK[ EVE~YON[ we' hav(' sUlicred (rom the r('LL'nt poor 

weattlt'r dl \v~pkends \vi th nlOre IOCJI soaring Ihiln croSs

countries, but we do hJ\~e the JdVdntage oj operating ,'rum 
tarm"c. Largely th,1nks tn Colin Ratcli(iL', we now h:lVe 

hitching posts on hard st,lIlding. nw Chipmunk's new 

l'nginc and propeller have improved servic:eilbilily and we 
pl<lIl more wC:(lklL1)' ilying. \.!\Ie welcon1p P.1ul Stdnley elllU 
Chri, H,lrris (bolh Midland GCI 10 the' tug ros ter. In Ma)' 

Simon Acllard held ,1 very succeSslul 8GA soaring week 

wilh thr~'(' good fI)'ing day>: on the ,"Ionday, th(' Duo Discus 

weill round the 1 OQkm task three times. O n Tu 'day', 

I 65km th, going was patchy ilnd, alxl r! i rom Simon, even 

those who rec('gnise.d the convergence lOn ' failc'd lCJ con

nect. n1ursday .1nd Friddy were lecture days, Even the bar

bl'CU 'had to be held indoors. We wciconw d vi sitors irom 

Stafford during the \veek. Your scribe is now ~h(1i rmJn .1nd 

has moved irom ,ln Open Cirrus to .In AS'vV 2OL. 
Keith Field 

Southampton University (lee on Solen!) 
ANOTH[R successtul acadl'm i ),e.1 r h .. Se 'n ii vp ne\\' 

solo pilots, most oj who lll are w ell into thpl r Hronze 

Badges. A summer Irip is p lanned to the inter-un iversltv 

t(15k week to ga in cross-counlry C'xperience. 

Pete Smith 

Southdown (Parham) 
H IE ,\<'FKE.ST hint oj J decenl iorl'cast has proclut:ed a 

iul l turnout o i the cross-country squad. VVednesd"y, 

June 7 )' ield -'d ,1 crop of Di"mond declarations lrom the 

ambilious. The 1('55 intrf'pid dl'cI"ed I.ashalll in search 

of the iablL'd mega rock cake. The CFI \Vas not "mus d to 

rewrd the , hort,'st cross-coun try flight oi his arcpr, th ' 

di recl ,,~u lt of your humble servant's cliorts in the iront 

seal, The Super Cub unexpectedly lost a pol but the 

BCA" Jim Hilmmerton has compll'iel y rebuilt the 

PaWI1f:;"e <lIld it is going stron g. \1\/12 continue tn ~upport 

10c,,1 events li ke the Parham Steam Rail), with glider 

displ") '" and gain u,dullncal puhl icity. Joa n Snape 

recorded her iirst outlanding at Th,lkcham in a c lub K- I J 

wh ile John Wilks is back in top ero 5-C()Untry iorm aiter a 
knee uperation. Congratulat ions 10 Paul Bark,,,, one oi 

our youngl'st tug pi lots, IVhn has joined BA Ci ty Fl yer. 

Also 10 Gez HJsl uck on her iirst solo . 

Peter Holloway 

South london Gliding Centre (Kenley) 
OUR EASTER exped iti on to SuttCl n B;lOk was a washout, 

barring one day when Philip Sk inner nlc\l1Jged to go 

solo : congratulations . Appalling wNther ha s seriously 
Jijeclpd our 1,1llnc hes, ,1nd like evpryone else Wt-~ ;1(e 

hoping ior <1n irnprov(·n1 cnt. Our illlllUJI charit}' dCl Y, 
how(>ver, \\'(15 ble-s5cd with ~un5hine for <1 change ,",mel 

more th,ln £J,OOO wa s raise'd ior Marie Curi e Ilomes. 

Our newest recruit to the ranks oi ,'\ssisl<1nl Instructor, 

Paul Hay\\'ard , c('rtainly ('arned his wings thai day 1',,Ie 

hdVC two new gliders 0 1\ site: AI,U1 See<1 r and Simon 

Smith have re'cen tly taken delivery o r' a St;1Ildard Cirrus 

and Colin Frc'twcll .1n Aslir S. NUlllcrous memhers helVe 
l.1k('n ,md passed Bronze, onc way to pass the time wh ile 

walching the ra in. 

Tricia Pearson 

South Wales (Usk) 
IMI'ROVEMENTS 10 the site continuE' with a new trJil er 

pa rk and ,1 drainage projC'CL to let us fl y throughout the 

August - September 2000 

year. W e now bC)'ls t a large, dl l-weatllPr bilrl1ecue, whi ch 


has let us extend the i.,mou Usk barbecues into wet 


evenings and eVl'1l to bn:-\akfasts. 1;1I1 S()ntos and S h,]n~::, 


Dinsdale hnve Ilron ze Badges <jnd ShJnt, has h is Cross


tount ry Endorsem n!. Mike lJunlop has Di,1n10nci goa l; 


Maureen and ~od Weaver arc tug pilots. 


MPW 


Staffordshire (Seighford) 
TilE CL I3'S open (L))l5 in earl y ;v1.<:ly wc re J ;;uccess, 
result ing in mall Ynew memhers. Thnnks to ~hns Jon e.s 
for hi s sterling I'R \\'ork . The display in St.aiiord 

Guildhal l resulted in a grL',JI deal oi interest "" our nex t 
open days (August 27 Jnd 28), The next cvent IJkcs 

plac" o n Sa lurday Augu>t 12 in Crewe. Thanks to lug

nMster Roger Hosto t k Iht' trainin g programme is well 

under \!Vtl)'; soon we may have more tuggies than win h 

drivers! The IJSI lew weeks h.wt. Seen beller conditio ns 

io llow ing the rather ind i(INent wl'dther oi carll' May 

(rain Jnci more ra in), Paul Hodgetts c.o mflliiled Silver 

with a fl ight oj over fi ve hours, He has ,'l so LO lllplt"ted d 

100km 

iStd Cirrus), as has Paul (oopt' r !Sport Vega ), and Simon 

Watson (Ke5t rei) . Nick Rol (e has h is Bronze BMlge. 

GraheHll Burt()n ha his Cro%-cou ntry Endorsement. 

Conwatulat ions to Grah,1111 Bow ('s ;lnd Mark Burlon On 

their 81 Ratin gs . Thanks t(l Peler Will iilr \upl~rvising 
Friday fl ying, ( FG IK-l'\ ) is !I y ing ioll ow ing J complete 

rebuild h Ian Dav ies. The 1<-8 (lQJ) is lookin(\ w (,11 

fo llowing restoration \Vurk on the iuseIJg :>. 801-, Fraser 

(()nlinuus to n rg" ni,,' the hi ghl y successful Air 

Exper ience <:.'venings. Fo llowing (1 livC'~\veC'k COU f P 

presented hy Kev in Edmunds, (1 numher o f memhers 

successfully obtained their RfT Licenr '. 

Paul (Barney) Crump 

Stratford on Avon (Snitterfield) 
CONGRATULATIONS 10 Kichard \<V,lring, Liz Pi ckett, 

Nick Ja((ray ,Inc! PH" r Linps "'1 so los, plus H umphrey 

Yorke o n resoloing some 20 yE~J r S after Long Marsto n 

days . Cour~e5 and cwning bookin gs look healthy w ith 

:-,cparate wet-:ks for club fl yi ng. LeL' Ingr(ll11 now hdS iH1 

Assis tan t Instructor r;1\ ing, Phil Pi ckett is lull-time course 

inst ru LJur, wi th M~1rt j ll Grecnwood and B<ury 1,I\ol1s [ow 

on thp winch es. W e haw Ihre' fully -scrvic<'"b le winches 

<l nd plan to sell onC 01 the diesel w inl'il (lS, either 01 Ihem 

cap" I)I,' of I,lllnching In heights compar,lhl", to o ur 

Sky launch in Illost conditions. The two , howe" are 

insta lled, enab ling cnurse stud n and members 10 St,')' 

oVNnight in thl' bunkhousl' U r~va n , with dlering 

resuilled h)' Ma ry S" ntnn . new l iCl'!nc ' negoti at<!c( w ith 

our Idnd lord Rich;l rrll lohbs gives 'J> iull use of thE' 

Airlie ld p lus ,1.50 ppr cent redu -tion in sheep, 

Harry Williams 

Surrey & Hants (lasham) 
FLEET utilisalion thi s yea r h;ls sta rted \Veil , ,llt rihut(! ci 

n1;,1inl y to the growing expe ri ence oj l~x i s till g mt'mber 

dnd " good take- op oi unlimited flying deals. Another 

Grob 101 w as i1cquircd in lat <1 1999 and h"s been 

enthusiasti ally flown on f~ve ry o~portunity. We h ~lV(, 

clls(l taken deli very of a Di sc u ~ B. Your~ Iruly fI'\V it on 

th(:) first o(ti cia l lub ballot d,lY, won iJ ir and square! 

(OK, the chairman ilew the delY hdore hut Ih,1I doesn't 

count : it W ,I \ a tl'st fli gh!. ) Th e' lIeet now stands 'It: one 

\lentu s, DG 300, DG 101 anel Junio r; two Grobs; Iwo 

K-Hs and th rl'e Discuses. \ 'Ve' ,lre al so deck ing out all nur 

gliders in our nl'w logo dnd numhers SII2 - SH9 so 
when you nex l see ,1 S&·H glider in the air ii 's: "SH you 

know who!" Congratu l,lIions to Micha!?1 Rubin , Mike 

Fordh'lm ilnel Larry Mark on the ir Silver dislances . 

John Simmonds 

The Soaring Centre (Husbands Bosworth) 
THE A IRFIELD has linall y d ried out .liter the l'xceedingly 

damp spring, Jnd the SOl-lring 5eason is now under Wily. 

\I\le arc' running courses till October - contact th~ office 

jf you are interestf~d. Tlu~ l110tu rg li def h.J.$ b('-en very busy 

do ing li eld landing and naviga tion checks. Our Duo 

D iscus is hack and do ing lots 01 cross -country fl ights. We 
h;l VC;: a new, in ter l ing- looking aeroplane: Phil Mdrk 's 

recenll y-acquired Wilg,1. D'M .' Booth d id the first 500krn 
(rom the club this yc,l[ on June 10. Cordon W",d, Ash ley 

Collins and Mart in Tuwnsend have solo d. Ro ' er Castle

Smith has (ompl . ted Ilrunz<" and Kei th Hampson Sil ver 

distance. Father ,l nd son Alan ~n d James Hiley, have 

soloed ,lnd done I iV(' hours respectively. James also ha ~ 

his Cros~ -('o untry E.ndorsement. The latest new sletter 

Hot Air & Thermals is out and can C1JSO be seen at 

\ \,\<vw.thesurJringceJltre. co.uk M dny Ihilnb t() Lindsey 

:\ stl -', A lan Fretwell Jnd 'orm,ln l ames ior organi si ng a 

vl!ry succe siu l evening of Qu£:11 aero tow tra ini ng. \Vp are 

doing a pee ial membership deal ior a limi ted per iod: ii 

you are inlerested, pi a50 ask th e oHicC'. Conci luck 10 

Paul and Stephen Cr"hh in th e European G liding 

Chdmpionships, to lenny Lea roll in thl' lunior 

N ati onals, and all cl ub pilots in the ir so,leing endeavou rs 

th is summer. 

Siobhan Hindley 

Trent Valley (Kirton in lindsey) 
GOKDON Bowl's h;IS ,1 Cross-country Diploma, Simon 

Gr,lnt Si lver height and distMlCc and Geoli Davey Silver 

duration. BronLl' legs go to P,1U1D,wbJny and Richard 

G r,l\,- Andrew Turk has a (ro%-cnuntry Endorsement and 

Barry rridgcn has so loed . Caro le Baxter dnd Boh Km i ta 

1'<)11 a suc.cessiul llyi ng week with many hours and sume 

('[oss-counlry fli ghts achieved in sp ite oi the indiiierent 

wea ther, V\le ha e a new trac tor for grdss cutting 50 if the 
season does 1101 improve W~ can pldy bo\.v ls at the 
launchpoin!. 

John Kitchen 

Ulster (Bellarena) 
AN INTK IC U INC l11ystery: wonderiul archivall11J tl'r ial 

includ ing 600it oi 16mnl ~in e !ilm, in two sealed cani , 

ters, of the clulJ's opera tio ns off Downhill and Hemme 

Strands nearly 70 yeJ r ~ .Jgo, logethpr with contempora ry 

year books and other earl y ' 9305 puhli cation" were 

quiet ly l<?it in three hig boxes on Jim Lamb 's lront 

doorstep recently, Th e pri ce less, lInddmaged nitrate iilm 

is be ing I rdl1sfcrred tu video lor th e membership to v icw. 

Our two tugs towing the K-13 and Capstan, lo llowed by 

th e ('nture, K-14 , DC 4()OM and Turbo D iscus under 

power ior Derry 's Batt le o( tlw Atlanti c commemora ti on 

in ea rl y May were such a h it thai we repea l eel th e tlypast, 

unchanged, ,lt Dcrry's ,l nnual ai r show, Scic>ction oi tw o 

caclL'ts i rom ,1 short-listed IOGll six inr (ree Irainin to 

so lo \t\'JS made in Mny .:tnd the win ners (lfe now well 

embarked. Many 1110[(' youngsters will be l'xposed t 

glid ing in [(lIe Jul y: "vt' Jrc contra led to il y 60 over iour 
days from (1 you th camp tdking p lace at Derry's J\'\ag~l' 

(olleg('. Mike MeSorl y lIew Sil ver distan ce' in May and 

Stc.:phen Johnson mmpleted h is Bronze. 10hn Lavery, 

m~an\Vhile, On a tr ip to Oz for a fJmily weddin)) 

managed to visi t (our sites, Bella l l" and St()nC'!ield ill 

V ictor ia and Waikeri e Jnd Gawler in SA. His wife, Pat, 

W ;)S underst~lld ing, 

Bob Rodwell 

Vale of White Horse (Sandhill Farm) 
AS H AS he'come the custom over Ihe last (('w yea rs we 

held "Ed 's Week" in late May, w hen Eel Foggin Dpen,' d 

the club lor the (' nli re wl'('k. We' m;)n;lged to iI)' three 

days out of th f.' five, with a small amount of cruss
collnlry lIying heing done. We ~ rc ho lding two task 

weekends this summer, o np in June Jnd one in July, Jnel 

pldn a barhecue ior at least one oi them, Al though it has 

been rath er a quiet Sunlnler lur u S so (M, we ~'rc al least 
p leased to note that ilying is up on this lime' last year. 

Graham Turner 

Vectis (Bembridge) 
EASTE~ did no t produc -, the hoped-ior weather ior lo ng 

flight s, but we did get airborn e. Ne\\' syndicate members 

took the oppo rtunity to lIy their IOYS. Exceptional ly w et 
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Club news 

\\It'd lher disruplC'd tr(lining dnd ratings renplvva ls. Several 
members visited Lee on Sull'nt in ,'A.J)" which pro\ddccJ 

them with soar ing a1ld experience oi anotilt:' f sit~. The 
besl day so iar C.lme jusl beiore Ihe laic Ma)' hol iday: 
J 7 launch ~s and nin~ flights 01 ( lVer one hour w ere 

made. PelerTuppens Jnd Terry M cKin ley slayed airborne 
ior more than thre.e hours; thn.:'e othPfS flnv ior rn ("J re 

Ihan IwO hours. The nexl \VeekendwJs Ihl' inevilabl 

lVashou!. Flying lVas poss ible only on Monday. The 
Sullon ilank Irip was also w;,sheel out: Ihe on ly long 

flight was Mike Squibb's. June ~ilW i1 long-awaited 
improvement, \-" ilh fl ying unti l dusk most weekends lind 
Iwo-sed ll'rs Jt l;:l st ;,111(-1 to use the gras ~ runw<l }' regu l;uly. 
Peter Seago 

.A<awn ~ 
You'll find all you want to know 

about repairs and maintenance al 

WWW.SYSp.co.uk 
Workshop phone or fax 01452 741463 

Home 01453 544107 Mobile 0860 542028 

Passage os Gl2 7JR 


Weiland (Lyveden) 
W ITH TH E sun shining on our May open day Wl' wpre Cl 

l illi e disappoinled by Ihe numhers who ac!uJ ll y lurner! 
up. Howl'ver, we do now helVe a number of ne\N 
memhers who wpr€.' perhaps fooled into thinking every 
il ighl can he ,1 soaring one. Our Iwo new I3ls, I>hil Edgar 

~nd Terry KendJII~Tory, w ill no rioubl clailllihe uplurn in 

membership is enlirely du~' 10 Iheir chdfm' IN ·11 rlOIl(~ 10 
Dave.:' Chisholm, who soloe.d during the May course 
week, vvhcn mu ch repJir work to Ihl? fi eld \-\ft.IS dlso 

done. Wilh Ihe ilying season finJlly und(~ r wa)' (we 

hope), c ross-cuuntry sue eS"scs arc:, starling to ilppe<1 r. 
P,JUI Cronk hopes to have achieved 50klll, despile nol 

h,lVing quile reacheel Hinlon, and Phil Edgar hopt2S ior 

his 1 OOkm dip loma, pholographs pcrmilling. We held a 
very successiul garnf's evening vvhcn S(X ialmember 
ludilh Il1dnag(o'dlo oul~skitlle ,-,v('n Ihe mo I compelilive 

pilols. Vile have now laken 10 holding harbecues .II 
Ihe mel oiSuncli'lY flying, ,11 wh ich taliiaies can 

I", exchanged' 

Jane Cooper 

Wolds (Pocklington) 
The Club Cla55 Nal imlills wC' r~ a gre •• 1 success w ilh 

everyon enjoying some ex 'lIen l ily ing w C,llllPr ,1I1e1 


Yorkshi re hn>p italil)' isee abo p4 &). Bursary membe.r 

Roberl Kendal has soloed " llhe Jge of 1 J. We a r ~' 


wE~ ighing up Ihe oplions for ,1 new gl ider bUI " pp" renll y 

w e all nc'ed 10 spend more in Ihe b.H 10 r ay ior 11. 

Ged McCann 


Wrekin (Cos ford) 

THE CLUB hosled a su "("(',s iu l Gliding hil i lenge, 


rai sing £J,OOO ior Ih ", Anlhony NoI,II1 Ron .. ''''dfn>\>\, 


Tru st. A large "tldi li onal Mea oi Ihe airiield has been 

faded to Qn$urt-.' fl yi ng is not intc rrupl e.d during 

prolonged w ei spell" niicring Ihe pOlenl i,ll ior al l ~)'<'d r 

glider and power operdlions. April's weal her afi ted Ihe 
('vening tr;}ining pr()Wi1111me and cross-country nying. 
\ 'V' hope In regain mOlllenlum during Ihe Sll lll '" r. TIlE' 
cl ub Discus, R 12, has been exchanged for 1;7. Well non > 

10 Dennis Maddocks on his iX, isl ~n l Instructor raling. 

Sheila Russon 

C's of A, REPAIRS AND GLASSWORK 

Purpose built glider workshop on a 500yd grass strip 
2 nautical miles SW of Warminster 

Currently maintaining over 15 motorgliders 

Please fly in , call or wrile 10: 


TIm Dews, Airborne Composites, The Hangar, Wing Farm, Longbridge, Deverill , 

Warminster, Wilts BA12 700, 


Tel: 01985 840981 (workshop) or 01985 841 125 (home) 

Fax~ 01985 841126 • Mobile: 0378 9632n • E-Mail: TlmothyDews@msn.com 


We at the Long Mynd are offering you the opportunity to have exactly the training 
course you need to suit your time and pocket. From Ab Initio to Advanced Cross 

Country, Soaring Skills to Competition Flying. From 2 to 5 days. Everything included 
from £ 125. Visit the club web site or contact Jan in the office by phone to discuss your 

requirements. Places still available till the end of the year. You can send email to: 
office@longmynd.com 

Long Mynd, Church Stretfon, Shropshire, SY, 'TA 
01588 650206 wwww!ongmynd.com 
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Obituaries 

Wyvern (Upavon) 
Ov('r the [aslor vV(lekcnd we w ere \!isitcd by Lee on 

Solen!. Seve",1 01 Ihei r pilol s look dciv,lIlldge 01 good con
ditions !o convl'rt tu our 1..5-4 and our illstrucl()~ wcrC' 

quill' I.lkC'n w ilh Tony Wurlei ', ASVI' 27. Sadly, I Ill' IWdlher 
didn 'l slay good. Jnd some of Ihe ~l> inilio courses 1051 

rI,lyS. In May, Ihe dub crU»-LOul1lry 1,15k week lurned inlO 

a local soaring lVeck, "lthough vVl'rner Irou(l, keen to 
.,how oil his Silver :\kills gilil1£~d in Aust ralia, did manage 
~nkm tn Ke('vll ! 1\i\O fC ren:~ntl )' thing~ helve improved, wi th 
Ihw{' iirst solos, a r('solo .lfter 20 Y€d rS, a nd conversions 

w ilhin thc dub Ileei. everal we ' kend days h,lVe becn 

good enough lor 100 to 200km tdSKs and tlw e FI hilS I "d 

hI' example w ith th ' Iirst lield I"nding of Ihe )'mr. W e are 
al l huping lor" productive Summer. 
Gavin Deane 

York Gliding Centre (Rufforth) 

IIIEJUNIOR is now in full us', ,Ind wa s worlh tl1<' long 

\'.',lil. The Inlcr-cl ub League lVas valuable in getting pilots 
tt) go a liltk, iurther ~l f i eld O il more l1l<lrgin'll 
cros:-;-cuun try days. Evell though thp weat her has nOl 
given us many good days, some pilols have Ilo",n lasks 
over JOOkm. Despile a crop 01 Bronze legs, it would 
hiw' h ..l -' f) nio' 10 :=.ee more badge: c.: 1.Jillls Irc'lm our 
pilots. Vi silor il ights hJVC continue 10 contribule 

s i K ni! i(~a l1tl y 10 our fincHKes. Althou gh (H.H Iw() - ~(' ;lt 11Ig 

has iJem on hi re 10 SIJ liorci,hir' Cc, Ihe 111'0 Pawnees 

h .. II" kcpl our I"unci , lale going very well, Pdrli culdrl y 

on good ~o.l ring cbys . "Ve ~lre. sJving up to lry III P,)y io r 
d I,,,,cd parking ar '..I 10 <:omplel" II", high -qu il lit" ,1(,Cl~, S 

surfJce tor members clnd visi tors alike. 
Mike Cohler 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 

CONGKt\TULAlIONS to: john Russell (hi s Bronz(' 
wmpleted in ,~pril ,md Si lv(' r h 'i 'hi in May); Pilul -art"r 
(so lo); Steve S;lOcieN'ln (Silver distance); D,Wlci Bradle 

IHfonlP) ,lI1c1Tom Coud,lll tGolJ h('igh t). We orc' in Ih£' 

lead "fter three rounds 01 th e York shire Inter-cluh 
L"dgU(': well d(1I1<" 10 Ihe le:lOllhus f,,, ,1nci guotl lud( 10 

Ihos(' Ilying " t i'ocklinglon ,mn Dishlorlh. W e hMi our 

share of lVave in june. The hest ilight must h,JVe Geen 

I'aul Foster ilncl Derek T:ll'lor inlhe Nimhus - more th,," 
hOOkm Oil JUIl " I I . Andy Wright ,111<1 te,lOl are husy 

organisi ng the Northern RegionJ l, (see results in nex i 
Ilsu~~). O ur 1,15k week slarb on AugUSI 12 -we usudJl)' 

get the best Wl!(l lhl'r oi the yea r .:md lllanJge at least 
l,OOOkm. AlI lVciCOf11e. The firsl tlVO courses thi s year 

were lull - 1'1(,"'l' coni act Ilw of fi c(' if you would lik ,to 

join 1I ~ on on '. 
Marian Stanley 

BARBARA 

CAR1'LAND. 
Best-selling romantic novelist Barbara Cartland, who died this spring, was a supporter of gliding in its early days, as 

this photograph from a display at Brooklands Museum in Surrey shows. But can you tell us more about this glider? 

Vern Adams - Shalbourne Soaring Society 

IT IS WITH regret lhill we report the death of one 

of our oldest m embers, Vern Adams ( ' 9 ' 5-2000). 
He first took to the a ir in 1935 and was laught to 

fl y in primari es by Amy Jo hnson at Sutton Bank . 
H e had been a mcmhe r ilt Lo ndon GC befo re he 

joined Sha lhourne. I always remember his perfect 
spot l<lIldings in th e K-8 and his en thusiastic he lp 

at th e launchpoinl. H e gave up gliding ,1bout 
twu yea rs ago, but remained a mC'mber and will 

be missed. 
Clive Harder 

George Huntley - 616 Volunteer Gliding School 
SQN LD~ George E Huntley 
MBE RNVR(T) Rtd (1933 

2000) passed away peace-
fu Il y o n ,\1,1), 18 after los i ng 

his battle "gainst leukemia. 
A Illt'mlwr of Ihe Air Cadets 

g liding movem ent for over 
3 0 years, 1,-. gained A and R 
Certificates in 19(,<; , and was 

Commanding Offi ce r of 616 
V ,5 for 12 ve, rs (frolll 1977- 1989). In '1978 he 

h ad to c() n v~rt th e schuol from Kirhv Cadets and 

Sedbe rgh T-:1 1 Bs to th e Venture - al{d sE~ l ec t hi s 
" ten b e.st m en " to rem ai n from more than 2 5. H e 

deplored the task of say ing goodbye to many 

hard-work ing peopl e, but he did it, then sel about 
c onvincing th e powers- th at-b e of the weakn .< < 
of suc h d limiled '>taif lewl. 

Over the next 11 yea rs th e VGS w enl from 

strength to sir ngth, c ulillinating in perforlllilil ce 

awards. H e was awarded the MFlE in recognition 

of outstanding serv i es shortly before retiring in 
1989. A d >voted familv man, he leaves his 

b e loved w ife Brenda, three daughters, ten gra n d 
children and six great-grandch ildren. H e wi ll b e 

sadly mi ssed by all \Vho knew thi s gentlem an of 

Air Cad ' ts eliding. 
Alan R Wyse, CFI 616 VGS 

Rex Vinson 

- Cornish Gliding & Flying Club, Midland GC 
REX VINSON (I c1 5- 20(0), until hi s illn ess, was 
an en thusiastic member of, and sy ndi c~ te partm!r 

at, two gliding c.lubs. Both were represented at his 
fun era l. loh n Shaw spoke th e moving Eulogy. Rex 

is su rv ived by his wi fe, Lynne. 
Rex had a g rea t love of "wood e n oldies," 

particularly the Corni sh T-2 1, in w hi ch he gav a 
m emorable, scenic expe rience to first-t im e il ye rs_ 

A w rite r, h e had published ,1 number of sc ience 

fiction nove ls "nd <lpplied his ta lents to edit Ihe 
rev ived club magaz ine and, as res ident cartoonist, 

gent ly lampoon ed our aeronaut ica l foibl es. 
He W,15 casuill in dress ,md mallner, ve t eclectic 

ill interests Jnd highly organised in wh~t was 
impo rtilnl to him (moslly idea s). 

A photograph of him wa s p "-ssed dround at the 

funeral: l y ing o n his back in hi s ga rden, ,"yes 
closed, wdving. The caption read : "See you later ," 

A nd perhap s (to borrow from Pilot Office r Jo hn 
Mageej ~ex has o nce aga in " ... tro d the hig h 

untrespasse.d sa nc tit y o f space ... Put out Ihisl 
hand ilnd touc hedlhe fa ce o f God." 

Mike Sheedy 

No Pilot Club DateBritish Gliding Association Certificates 
SILVER BADGE 

No Pilot Club Date No Pilot Club Date 
10712 James Wallers Aqui la 1/8/00 

DIAMOND BADGE GOLD BADGE 10713 Roger Cuthbert Borders '1 /3/00 
10714 Richard Dance Derby & Lancs 4/3/00 

574 Brown. Anlhony Scoltlsh GC 9/6 /99 2117 John Martindale Lakes (Benal/a) 912100 10715 Malgorzala Drecka Lasham 811100 
575 Perkins, Andrew Booker (Omara rna) 13/1100 2118 David Hayes Yorkshire (Omarama) 1212100 10716 Chrislopher Osgood Bristol & Glos 9/3/00 
576 John Martindale Lakes (Benal/a) 2119 Derek Westwood Soaring Clr (Benal/a) 18/2100 10717 Paul Hodgelts Siaifs 16/4/00 

2120 Sunay Shah Bicesler (Long Mynd) 14/3/00 10718 Neville WIlson Derby & Lancs 15/3/00 
Diamond dislance 10719 James Nelhercolt Ulsler 9!4/00 
1-816 Lyn Martindale Lakes (Benal/a) 1712100 Gotd distance 

10720 Robert Boughen Burn 1/5/00 
1-817 John Martindale Lakes (Benalla) 912100 John Marlindale Lakes (Benal/a) 9/2/00 10721 Philip Strangward Shenington 30/4/00
1·818 Ralph Johnson S'down (Tocum",al) 15/1/00 Ray Parkin Trenl V (Narromme) 23/ 11/99 

10722 T Edmunds Fenland 1614100Malgorzata Drecka Lasham (Benal/a) 811/00 
10723 Frederick R Marks Devon & Somerset 413100Diamond goal David Hayes Yorkshire (Omarama) 1212100 
10724 Michael Rubin Lasham 1415100 2·2715 Lyn Martindale Lakes (Benaila) 3111100 William Emery York (Spain) 21nt99 
10725 George Phi llips Heron 30141002-2716 John Marlindale Lakes (Benaila) 9/2100 Alun Jenkins Booker 16/6/99 
10726 David Tew Cambridge 16151002·2717 Ray Parkfll Trenl V (Narromine) 23/11 199 
10727 George Lodge Mendip 30/4100 2-2718 Malgorzala Drecka Lasham (Benalla) 8/ 1100 Gold height 

2·2719 DaVid Hayes Yorkshire(Omarama) 1212100 Neil Irving Scottish GC 2211100 UK CROSS-COUNTRY DIPLOMA 
2·2720 William Emery 21 /7!99 Pete Benn Lasham (Omarama) 27!2100York (Spain) Pt 1 Roger CUlhbert Borders 11 13100 

Derek Weslwood Soaring Clr (Benaila) 1812/00 Ptsl&2 Paul Taverner Norfolk t 6l4100 
Diamond height Guy Hall Scottish GC 1113100 PI 1 Roy Jones Lakes 2613/00 
3·1514 David Hayes Yorkshire (Omarama) 1212/00 Sunay Shah Blcester (Long Mynd) 1413100 Pt 1 Gordon Bowes Trenl Valley 23/4100 
3-1515 Jack Wi lson Expalriate (Minden) 2212100 Gordon Pledgers Borders 13/5/00 PI1 Debbie Thomas Cambridge Unl 2914/00 
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Safety 

Pete Stratten offers advice 
on the split-second decisions 
instructors have to take 

"IF WE CUT the instructionill flights out of the 
statistics, the overa ll gliding accident rate would 
reduce dramatica ll y." That recent comment by J 

BGA Regional Safety Offi cer is probably true, but 
is of course not the solution . Training accidents 
occur occaSionall y in anv sport. The responsibility 
of keeping those occasionJI acc idents in our 
sport to a minimum falls on us all - and, in 
parti cular, on instructors. 

Time lag 
Teaching people to fly is potentia ll y more 
h.JZardous than just ilying solo. There is inev itably 
a time lag between rea lising that your pupil has 
got it w rong and your prompt or take-over. This 
point is emphasi sed during all aspects of BGA 
instructor training. The timing of ,1 prompt is 
criti ca l: you need to leave enough time to take 
ow'r if your indirect - or, more likely, direct 
prompts don't get the intended result! Most 
instructing accidents occur in th e landing phase. 

Responsibility 
Any instruction involves a gradual handing over 
of decision-Illaking respon sibility to the student. 
In th e ea rly clays a student may only be expected 
to, say, hold the "orrect attitude and maintain 
wings level. But many fli ghts later that same 
student will be expected to deal with all phases oi 
the ilight, including potential difiiculties, the 
instructor will feel redundant and launch another 
new solo pilo t. However, it 's the phase some way 

I have control 

"Fairly early during the approach, the instructor under test (flying left handed in a T-21) 
induced a 'pilot induced oscillation' as he confused the spoiler lever and control column. 
By the time the coaching instructor took control, the trainee had moved from being uncom
fortable with the situation to near panic -the coach was unable to fully take control before 
the glider landed very heavily." 

"To 'test' the student as part of the winch launch failure training she had experienced that 

day, the instructor pulled the release at approximately 75ft. The student lowered the nose, 

but opened full airbrake. The glider landed very heavily, damaging the instructor's back," 


"The flight ended when the role-playing coaching instructor induced a ballooned landing to 
test the trainee instructor. The trainee instructor failed to react correctly despite a prompt 
from the coach. Too late now for corrective action by the coach, the K-13 landed heavily, 
damaging the nose skid." 

back, beiore the student has really cracked it, that to cope - or even have had "cockpit gradient" dif
oiten appears in the accident stats. We have to ficulti s (instructor hes itancy to question the dec i
give the student a certain amount of rope to make sions of an c pparently Juthoritative P2). Whatever 
mistakes and learn, but not enough to hang both the P2's ilying experience or status, both pilots 
the glider's occupants l The instructor is always need to be clear th'l t Pl will take 
responsible for the sa fe conduct of the flight. contro l if he or shl' feels it necessary. 
Rega rdl ess of P2 's abilities, the buck stops with Pl . • Regardl ess of P2 's experi ence, you shou ld 

always be guarding the fl ying control s and air
Take control in time brake lever. Never relax just b cause he or she 
A comillon thread in instructing acc ident.s is a got it ri ght las t time - airbrakes, for example, ca n 
failure by the instructor to take control in time. be whipped open just as quickly d S the sti ck can 
However, the reasons ior this vary. Perhaps the be moved iore and aft. 
instructor's hands Jnd feet weren't close enough • You should never let a situation develop until it 
to the controls. Perhaps a potentidl probl em went is "l ose to the limit of your own capability. 
unrecognised until too late. The instructor might • You should always assume th e student wi ll 
have been over confiden t of the student's abi lity probably get it wrong - you owe it to him or her, 

I, LIKE MANY others, have read w ith incredulity 
about pilots who, recovering from a reduced-g 
situiltion, have simply dived the glider into th e 
ground. It sounds almost impossible to believe, 
doesn't it! That's what I though' - until recently. 

During d routine check fl ight w ith an ea rl y solo 
pilot, I ilsked him to demonstrate a stall. This was 
obviously an exercise he had done previousl y 
without any problem. The controls were guarded 
by me around the grip of the control co lumn. This 
positioning proved critical to what followed. 

The first stall hE' did was a mushing stall. I then 
Jsked him to do il nose-drop stal l. By thi s time we 
were at about 850(t. He put the glider into a nose
up attitude and the glider duly stJlled. The nose 
dropped as anticipated. vVhat hJppened next, 
however, was less expected. 

The nose continued to drop so violentl y that 
th e negative g was very high. Despite having my 
hand around the control column, I ended up out 
of my seat, hands forced against the canopy. 

It took a fraction of J second ior my brain to 
overcome the unexpected attitude. By this time, 
th e glider had gone beyond the vertical and 
things were becoming very interesting! , dicln't 

hdve time to check the instruments but I would 
estimate the follow ing: beyond vertical dive, 
"I OOkts and 400ft. 

'5.aid: " I have contro l," even though my hand 
had not quite reached th e sti ck. At this point, the 
grollnd rush was tremendous. I wasn't sure 
whether there was sufficient time to make J 

recovery. The P2 deployed the airbrakes - which 
although not what you would ideall y do ilt speed 
helped to slow our rapid descent. I man aged to 
effect d recovery ,lnci We' m,lcie a safe landing. I 
,1 111 surl' that this 1'2 on his own would not have 
reacted in time to recover fro III the dive. 

Need less to say, a ca re.ful debriei followed. The 
P2 sa id he had known the glider was getti ng 
stepper and steeper but had been "waiting for 
something to happen". Upon further questioning 
he explained that on a spin recovery, he moves 
the stick forward until the spinning stopped dncl 
was w:l iting for something in the swll recovery. 
He said he reJli seci thi s wasn 't going to happen 
but by the time he knew things were wrong, I had 
taken over. 

We werp fl ying a K-7 ,md begJ n the exercise at 
about 850ft. Ii we had been either lower or in 

glass, I don 't think we would haw survived. 
Many such incidents in the pa<;t have resulted 

in fatalities le<lving us to ponder the ca use for th e 
di ve into the ground. Sensitivity to reduced g was 
always thought to be the calise. Maybe we have 
found <J not'her reason - simple confusion by the 
pi lot expecting something to happen and by the 
time he reali ses his error it is too late! Two lessons 
ca n be lea rned: 

Firstl y, instructors need to guard the control 
column low dow n and not around the grip of the 
control column. The usual pl ace is useles in this 
situation. I know thi s seems hard to believe., but 
trust me! Secondly, even with pi lots who are 
familiar w ith sta ll s, the unexpe ·ted ca n h<Jppen. 

If you are not 100 per cent certa i n of sta IIlspi nl 
spiral dive re 'overie>, speak to your instructors. 
FOr instructors - arc you reilily sure your pupils 
Jre coniident with the appropriJt ·' recoveri es? 

If this account helps pre\lC'nt <lnother oi these 
bizarre diving acc idents then our experience wil l 
have been worth the heart-stopping moments. 
David Urpeth, eFt, Dukeries CC 

P2 's comments: On being asked to do the second 
stall, I had in mind to he more positive in m)' 
actions and pull hack on the controls more 
sharply and recover more rapidly. Th E' need to 
make more vigorous Illovements WJS perhaps a 
misunderstanding but was in m)' mind. Hilving 
pulled the nose up <lIld stall ed th e glider, I pushed 
the Cl1ntrols firmly forward. At thi s time, having 
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,I> well as you rsell, to be ready to take control io 
time. Inslructors should alw<lYs cons ider before the 
event how Ihey would dedi with a manoeuvre tha t 
is mishdndled hI' the P2. 
• If you're J CFI, be carefu l w hich instruct.ors fl y 
with 'difficult' students, and always be on the 
lookout for the one who lets students go that bit 
too far beiore tak ing control. 
• All instructors should ensure that the P2 
understililds how to co-operate when the 
inslructor takes contro l. 

Ifin doubt ... 
The mJjority o j gliding tr<lining takes place 
wilhout incidc'nt. However, it may be that the 
normality of incident-free training can I ad the 
unwary instruc tor up the path of comp lJcency and 
potential problems. All of us ne.ed to keep alert, 
pilrlilularly near the ground. If you helieve you 
have never had a probl m wit h being slightly 
behind the student (in more ways thJn one), then 
your c leJr conscience is probably J sign of a bad 
memory. Th , advi ce given in the BGA In structors 
iv/anual is unambiguous: " if there is any doubt 
whether you shou ld take control, then there is no 
doubt - take control " . 

"During a winch launch, with the student 
handling the glider, the launch failed at 
about 80ft with the glider in a steep nose
up attitude. The nose pitched down, the 
glider rolled uncommanded to the left and 
struck the ground yawing to the left. The 
glider was seriously damaged, but both 
pilots walked away." 

lost sight of the hori zon I suspe t I w~s look ing 
into the cockpit and focusing on the AS I. The next 
second I was consciolls of holding the control well 
forward and seeing the ground corning up and 
aware that we were vertical and feeling that I 
shou ld do something quick. I opened the ai r 
brakes, and as I was thinking I must pull back, my 
instructor said : "I h,1\IC contro l" and I relaxC'dthe 
pressure On the control and followed him through 
as he pull ed back and recovereel the dive. Thanks, 
Dave. I like to think th at I wou ld have pulled out 
in time but the negative g and th speed of finding 
myself vert ical had temporarily confused me 
suffic ient ly to prevent me from making the 
obvious reaction of pulling hack on the controls. 

I think, th,ll by not looking ahead dS I pushed 
the control too far and rapidly forward, I was not 
"ware of the horizon and, with the continuous 
jailing sensation, I hMl no indication of when to 
pull bilek on the contro ls. I waited a second or so 
too long with near-disastrous consequences. 
Oavid Bullock, Nationa l Coach (Instructing) aclcls: 
don't guard the control column in front of where 
the hand grip is or the chances are that the stu
dent will catch you out and you will miss the stick 
when you need it. In ste"d, guard it as Dave 
Urpeth says, further clown - though not so tar 
clown that you risk jamming your fingers in the 
mechanism. And before you do stalling or spin· 
ning checks, remember to make sure your straps 
arc tight. 

Accident/incident summaries 
by Dave Wright 

AIRCRAFT DATE PtLOT(S) 

ReI Type BGANo Damage Time Ptace Age Injury Pl Hours 

35 Ventus B None Feb-OO Incident 41 None 1,669 


Reporl 

Alter completing C 01 A checks, ,ncluding control dellection and ul c cycling checks, the pilot Ilew his gi lder. He nOliced a slight 

restrictJon of aileron, which he thought was a bInding seal or tape. However, on lowering the ute the Slick was forced fully left then 

released as the gear locked down. A loose ferrite block was found in the control rods. 


36 K-13 2739 Minor 13·Feb·00 North Hill 47 None 1,604 
None 1,215 

Durrng an instructor refresher COurse P2, below an Ideal drcuil height. lIew a sale final turn and. with a number of vehicles moving 
across the lield. landed In a rough, downhill. part 01 the lield. During the ground run the left lower a"brake contacted the ground 
and was damaged. 

37 Discus 4360 Substantial 05·Mar·00 Sutton Bank 46 None 353 
1215 

The pilot realised he could not make it back to the airlield due to strong sink and deCided, 'possibly too late: to land in a lield he 
had already selected. Still in sink he made a quick S turn and landed. A wingtip caught on the ground and groundlcoped. The nose 
rose up and hit just before the wheel and then the tail. which was broken all. 

38 K·21 2588 Minor 11 ·Mar·00 Tibenham 62 None 9 
1203 

During the early stages 01 the solo winch launch the rear canopy flew open and smashed. The pilot lound he could maintain control 
and had sulficient height to fly a circuit and land salely. The rear canopy pins had not been fully locked and he had not pushed up 
on the frame. 

39 SF 27A 3531 Substantial 04 ·Mar-00 Ditchling 50 None 65 
1315 


The pilot was soanng the South Downs in detenoraling conditions. Starling to get low. he selected a lield then decided to flyaway 

Irom it and try Ihe ridge again. He lound only strong sink and picked the only (poor) alternative lield. During the final turn he 

dropped a wing and recovered, just rounding out belore a very heavy landing. 


40 Super G-BYR L None 12·Mar·00 Husbands 52 None 1,185 
Dimona motorglider 1640 Bosworth None 

Taxying back to the launch point Ihe pilot kept the motorglider away Irom the launch area by running along the left side 01 the 
perlmeier Irack. Finding the aircrall was reluctant to turn right he noticed the left tip was across the boundary fence. He shut down 
and lound the winglet had caught on the barbed wire fence. 

41 K·7 3925 Minor 27·Mar·00 Blenheim 34 None 666 
1130 (Jamaica) 63 None 0 

At about 2501t on the winch launch Pl pulled a simulated cable brake on the very early solo P2 who lowered the nose then starled 
a slow turn to the left. P1 saw that th is was nol the correct way to turn so took control and turned to land downwind. He gave 
control to P2 who failed to use the airbrakes correctly and the gilder ran downhill into a car. 

42 DG 8008 G·MSIX Minor 06-Apr·00 Dunstable 69 None 1.086 
matorglider 1700 


While landing the motorglider in longer grass at the edge of the ainield the starboard small wing wheel was torn all. Further 

mformation from the club is awaited. 


43 Pegase 3578 Substantial 22·Mar-00 NOrln Hill 45 None 30 
1615 


The pilot lound Ihe initial winch launch slow and lailed to climb. He linally deCided to release and lully opened the airbrakes. The 

glider dropped heavily onto the ground and bounced about 5ft back Into the air before striking It again, collapsing the undercarriage. 


44 DG 300 None Feb·OO Incident 56 None 500 
Reporl 


Aller a local soaring flight the pilot lound Ihat he could not lock the gear down and the undercarriage retracted upon landing on 

the grass. The lock was prevented by displacement of the metal guide, which had been litted 10 ensure a more rel iable gear lock. 

Dismantling the mechanism showed up a poor previous repair. 


45 K· 18 2973 Minor 26·Mar-00 Parham 68 None 10 
1035 


The early solo pilol was carrying out a solo simulated field landing across the normal landing run as brieled by an instructor. The 

pilot misjudged the ci rcu it and was too high and fast and as a result overshot the airfield, bouncing into the adjacent lield, wh ich 

damaged the fuselage . 


46 K·23 2996 Minor 25·Mar·00 Dunstable 42 None 14 

The early solo pilot was flying in turbulent. strong lift conditions near to cloudbase, which was also near to the base 01 controlled 

airspace. He pushed lorward to move out of strong lift and, under negative g . moved up in his straps until his head contacted the 

canopy. which fractured at a glued previous repair point. 


47 Stemme S10 G·L1NA Minor 08·Apr·00 Talgarth None 
motorglider 1530 None 

The visiting motorglider was attempting to take ollirom the gliding site. The question 01 take· all penormance was raised With Ihe 
pilot but said to be adequate . The full length was not used and acceleration was slow until. about t OOm from the end, it struck soft 
ground and a bump and the prop hit the ground. The take·oll was aborted. 

48 K·13 3163 Minor 05·Apr·00 Lasham None 4,000 
1000 None 6 


The early solo pilot was being checked out in crosswind conditions when he rounded out 100 high and lost flying speed. Pl too~ 


over and closed the brakes but could not compensate lor drift as Pl's leg was "jammed on the panel" locking the rudder. As a 

result the glider landed with drift and damaged the nose skid. 


49 K· 13 2984 Minor 10·Apr·00 Lasham 66 None 16 
1405 


Alter a two-hour flight the pilol returned to the airfield . He used Ihe airbra~es to lose height quickly In preparat ion lor landing but 

misjudged this and lound himself too Iowan the downWind leg . He attempted to reach the ainield but hit a noticeboard on the 

boundary with the underside 01 a wing. 


50 T·21B 3292 Minor 08-Apr-00 Smtterlield 38 None 906 
1628 62 None 300 

The experienced pilot was taking duallamiliansation Ilights in the left·hand seat 01 the vintage glider that had one, centrally placed 
airbrake lever. During his second approach he experienced difficulty flying With his left hand. He mistakenly raised the nose 1hen 
"corrected" by moving the spoiler, then pushed the glider into the ground. 
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Accident/incident summaries (continued from page 61) 
AIRCRAFT DATE PILOT(S) 
Ref Type BGANo Damage Time Place Age Injury P1 Hours 
No 

51 K-21 3848 Substantial 16-Apr-00 Norlh Hill 62 None 1.200 
13t5 47 None 0 

ThiS 'vas Ihe Ihird at a senes oillighis over which Ihe studenl showed a sleady improvemenl. Aller a good circuil and approach P2 
rounded OUI a lillie quickly and levelled OUIloo high. As he slarled 10 close Ihe brakes P1 adVised Ihey should be lelt open. 
However. P2 pushed Ihe Slick lorward and Ihe glider hillhe ground betore PI could reacl. 

52 Skylark 3G 1015 Wrile all 16-Apr-00 Meilon 43 Minor 256 
1607 Mowbray 

Aller a lale lield seleclion in an area 01 tJndulahng lerrain Ihe expenenced. bUI oul 01 practice. pilol approached Ihe upward sloping 
field wilh lull airbrake. On linals Ihe airbrake lever slipped oul 01 his hand and while allempling 10 close Ihe brakes he lailed 10 
round oul properly on Ihe upslope and Ihe heavy landing deslroyed Ihe glider. 

53 Bocl'''' 4090 Subslantial 24-Apr-00 The Park 59 None 1.000 
1205 42 None 350 

Two instructors were flYing the two-seater in the strong croSswind conditions. The glider lIe';'-, a normal base leg then lined up for a 
landing inlo wind . aCross Ihe I,eld. The approach was slarted 100 close and 100 las I and direclly in line wllh Ihe launch poinl. The 
glider ran on into a parked tractor and a caravan 

54 Scud 2 23 t Minor 30-Apr-00 RAF Hallon 69 None 3.000 
1245 

This was the first tesll!ight of the refurbished vintage glider. The WInch was warmed up for about five minutes and the launch 
commenced. Alter a smoolh lake up and inil iallaunch Ihe winch lost power while Ihe gilder was about 1511 up. The pilot allempled 
to lower the nose but could not and the glider sank into the ground at low forward speed. 

55 K-21 2764 Minor 08-May-00 Long Mynd 54 None 3594 
1430 45 None 

In order to maximise the Winch launch height the longest pOSSible run was selected, launching from part 01 the airfield not normally 
landed on. DUring the landing run Ihe gl ider hi l a half-buned rock which damaged the fuselage. 

56 LS-8 4688 Minor 01-Apr-00 RAF Marham 52 None 206 
1640 

Alter soaring 10 cloudbase Ihe pilol encounlered a large area 01 rain so decided 10 relurn quickly. especially alter hearing lighlnlng 
crackling on Ihe radio. 'Thoroughly distracled" Ihe pilol omiUed Ihe pre-landing checks and landed wilh Ihe wheel up on Ihe 
concrete ru nway, 

57 K-7 1626 Minor 04-May-00 Perranporlh 73 None 1.825 
1400 66 None 19 

The glider had lust become ai rborne Irom a grass slrip alongside lhe runway when Ihe cable slackened so P2 released and low
ered Ihe nose to land ahead. He made a sl ighl correclion 10 Ihe lelt to avoid Ihe 20in lall crop In the adjacent lield bUI as Ihe glider 
landed one winglip oaughl In it and a groundloop lollowed. 

58 Sid Clfrus 4459 Minor 29-Apr·00 Lasham 64 None 910 
1607 

While returning from a cross-counlry flight Ihe pilot misjudged hiS final glide and made a Ileid landing 1 km short of Ihe airfield. The 
glider Slopped very quickly In Ihe heavy cropped, soillieid and Ihe wing fitt ings and luselage were damaged. 

59 DG 101 3139 Minor 01 -May-00 Hatherden 53 None 107 
1555 

During a cross·counlry fllghl the pilol had to make a field landing. He chose a long. ploughed lIeld and landed Into wind . Aller a 
normal approach the glider was lully held all until It slalled in Irom abOUI 21t. louchlng laillirsl. Deceleration was very rapid as the 
wheel sunk inlo the soft ground. which Was lull oillinis IIlal scored the luselage 

60 K-13 (lwO) Minor May-OO Incldenl 20 Minor 
Report 

The glider was being lowed back 10 Ihe hangar by a Iraclor. The driver slopped jusl behind anal her glider and the cable was about 
10 be released when his 1001 slipped off Ihe clulch. The girder lurChed forward. hilting a member of Ihe ground cre\. belore swing
Ing inlo Ihe rudder ollhe olher glider. 

61 Duo Discus 4661 Subslantial Ol -May-OO Shenington 54 None 999 
1400 40 None 15 

Conditions deteriorated during a training cross·country lIighl so PI elecled to land al a nearby airfield. Following the ci rcu ililown 
by anolher glider. he chose a grass area alongside Ihe olher glider. During Ihe approach P2 (in Irani seal) commented on a fence 
ahead. The glider cleared Ihe one PI saw but not the olher one P2 had seen. 

62 SHKt t837 Minor Parham 38 None 41 

While soaring Ihe local ridge Ihe lill became weak and Ihe pilot had 10 make a lield landing. DUring Ihe landing Ihe lai lplane and 
undercarriage were damaged. 

63 SF 34 3325 Subslanllal 20-May-QO Nympsfield 48 None 3.841 
1402 (near) None 4.5 

On recovery from Ihe IllIh spin aline iIIghl. fit 11 Okls and about 3g wilh a small amoun! 01 rudder. Ihere was a large bang lollowed 
by severe oscillallons. ThiS stopped at 80klS and Ihe glider was flown gently to a sale landing. The rear luselage Side had failed. 
greally reducing Ihe lorsional stillness . (Investigallon conlinues.) 

64 K-13 2405 Subslantial 13-May-00 Wormingford 47 None 358 
1645 37 None 0 

P2 tound that the Inlended landing area was obslrucled. and moved to the lell. Wl lh brakes lully open Ihe sludent. weaving and 
gell ing low. lound Ihey could not stop the glider drifting lowards crops. One winglip hillhe ground. breaking the spar and turning 
Ihe glider inlo Ihe crop. The gilder was substantially damaged bUI the crew unhurl. 

65 Grab Acro 2 Minor 16-May-00 Lasham 60 None 36 
1900 

The pilol was making his second flighl during a gusly evening flying session. After an apparently normallinal approach al55kls he 
slatted 10 round oul. AI about Ihree leet Ihe glider dropped onlo Ihe ground. probably lail wheel first. rocked onlo Ihe nose and IMn 
back onto the tail causing minor damage. 

66 DG 300 3583 Minot Long Mynd 40 None 60 

The pilol i.as making his lourth f1ighl on Iype. On Ihe previous f1ighl he had overshollhe landing area so on Ihe nexl one he 
focused on his approach palh allhe expense of speed conlro!. Approaching al 50kts inslead ollhe recommended 55kls he lound 
he was undershooling and mislakenly opened ralher Ihan shullhe brakes and dropped onlo the ground. 

IV·' VACANCY 
SUMMER CROSS COUNTRY 

COACH 
GLlIHNG CLULB OF VICTORIA_ 

nK: Glidil1!! ('luh 01 Victoria hH.::HI'(] ,IL Ikl lall.L ViCIlIfI ;t 'I.:.d.; .. [11.: 

~cf\' i cc:: ... of J SUTIlITld ( 'r(.l-;'" ( 'ounlry CO,!l:i1 'NO\'l: l11p':I ~ ~"'a ft'h) 

10 c.n.,un: Ihe 01lgl'ling prmi!'>ion o rlht' ~\"-.:dl .;m " NO\:icl' 10 

l::.xrx:J1 ··lr;L1111!1~ find f\d"';lIlccd m ... , C OUIl I!) 1 C: \lUr\c;:, prn\" idcd 

,11 Ihe Cilidil1g Cluh tlf Vidori.l. Thl:~L' ( our... .- .... arc prm'iJed It l 

cncourage. maiJllnin alld dl,;\-'~ I()p lTO";" L'OUl] lry In 11 :-. ,Il\d a!lai fl ' 

IIK'I)[ of ~ 1i dlllg badge;... and fl'nJnt... . 

The: pcr~ UI) \\ c ai'l' ... (,:ek i n~ Wil l have Ihe . lhlJil~' ;lIH] (:q l i"':I1CC in 

;\ full r:ln~C' or glidifl ~ Il'dllliqlll'.' 'UI.:h ii' thernwl. ridi C mul wave 

n)il1~ and l1 'l\'1.: Ill..: ahilit y to lkllHlIlslfatl.'- ant! u:~at h lhl'X' . .,kill" 


Ideal ly. thll p·.... .. '1l1l \\ illllllid ~llld IIHl lntdll ll GF.\ QU;llifiL.:d 


I n~ lfuctllr r.ll ing 1)1' Ilol k\~ tllan L~·v(.·1 .l and t'It: atlT.: III llli.lln ;mtJ 


1 11;IiIlt;ulll~.:\·cl}· 


Ffl r./ fmJlrr Jttfr,rIJJmirm , jill' III t' , '/lrll1i,' rilJU'r 
Gar" /l 'i ,.f1Il~ r /JII (O} J Y.N c) .J ~.Jf} f " · 

\ 'in('I11/(: 0((,11 ' /11/ (()3 J058.?·Ur4 

F41rw;lrd \Hillen reSUIl1t~·, 1(1: 
f :m.lil; hrash(fH.. isa.ncl.:lu (}r 

,i,·ic'fnc_ drc" (fllnt.'hpiln:.flcl.au 
Snail ,\I:,il; lJnil". ISh Llmer Illludcl"long, Ruad. 

I':lrkd ... lc Vic JI95."\u).lralia 
Fa~: (;t..: v Dull om..:!:  61 (UJ) 57 tl2551J9 

VACANCY 
MAl'iAGER, 


BENALLA OPERATIONS 

GLIDING CLULB 


OF VICTORIA 

The Gliding Club of Victoria located at Benalla. 
Victoria secks the full time se rvices of a Manager 

10 administ<:.r and dcv-:J op its operalions. 

The perslln we arc s~cking wi ll be a "hands on'
adminislrator with exce lil;nt business capabi lities. 
along with the. facilit y III promote Ihe club to hoth 
Australian and overseas markets. Idt.:nJl y. Ihe per
Son will ha ve an Air EX1'criencc Instructor raling 
and be an Offici.'d Observer or be willing 10 attain 

a raling, 
For further h~rOrnl(fli(Jl1 . please ("oJllaCl eilhC'l' 


Cal"\' llrashi'r 011 (OJ i Y39Y- 12-J 9 or 

\ / /"J-;·C'llfl f Drew Oil (03 ) <')583-7~()Q. 

Forw!u*d writ1en rcsumi!s to: 
Email: brash@eisa_nel.au or 

\ri\' ienn~ drc\',·(a)l1ctsp1'u:c.nd.~HI 
Snail i\lail: Unit 4. 15(; Lower Uandenong Road. 

Parkdale Vic 3195, Australia 
Fax: (iCV Club Ol'lic~ - 61 IOJ) 57 62559'1 

GLIDERS SPECIAL 

FOR THE WAVE SEASON 


7 NIGHTS BED and BREAKFAST 
jrom£I05pp 

The I_och Kinord Hotel "** 

(formerl\' Profcits I [olt:!) in Rova l Ikcsi(k 


•Only 1.5 milLs from ti,e: 

DEI\SlDf Gl.IDING C1.U8 


Oftt'ring u)illfortabk a c t:()IllIlH>tlati()Jl , goc)d t()OU , 


Rcal Aks anti a nne s"kction of Mal! Whiskv to 

enjoy besilk real log fircs.(Daily I~ltl" ;tvailaillc) 


Telephone 01339885229 for reservatiolls 
www.lochkinord_com 

Sailplane & Gliding 62 

www.lochkinord_com
mailto:brash@eisa_nel.au


Classifieds 
Please send tne tex t 01 your advert, and your payment, to 

Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not to the editor). 

Please remember that. if you are emailing texl, your 

advert may not appear unless we have received payment 

by the deadline The deadline lor classifieds to be 

included in the October·November issue at S&G is SeptS 

after whIch any adve r1 S received will be publ ished in the 

following Issue, 

Text: BOp/word, minimum twenty words (£ t 6). 

Btack and white photographs : £6 extra 

Box number: £3 extra, All prices include VAT 

FOR SALE 

ASW19 'X!J(j' ( 1!l7HI l!I7(1\lI,1l2~1(I laund,,'s. ('omplctei), 
rt'fiJ1isil('(1 l!J!H), S t~ lI\dan l iw;trulIl('f\ls, Borgf·lt vll.lio/avl.'r· 
ag('r, lJittp\ 7~() radiu. Uxygell, low ou t gear. paracilut e- , l\ktal 
tl';\il c l', ,\ Li (100, '1'<'1: OII,-,'12Sfi8S,I(lI ) or 01:1:12 2(il ,I,,!I(W) 

GLIDER I NSTRUl\IENTS/lIADIO ,-, x I'.Z,l" Vano's 
COll1pass - G-~'lctp(' - ASI - YuH Hecc.ivc'(' ;J (jO c h Hadio, ,s';JOO 
Tile LuI. 07ti711 "1,lGli211 

COBRA 15 J8: [I::x(.:(' II(, [II cOIldition. b:uogn1Ilil. (\ulllnidg(' 
\'arIO, oxyge.n, ac rni)atic'. ]\INa i trailer. B~L"i('d 1111:-) B(J~ . S420n. 
Td: OIIG 2:,O:)t,9 10 1' OHiO!) (i2() 126 

SilK 1 LJ I) :'{tI-1, lo w bOl1n;. fanlu!:'ti(' glilkr at barga ill prict'. 
.l4!11I() , 'IH: 07117 .14274<1:10 )' 11l71i I 4f,:lU:I!) 

!lIMONA MOTORGLIDER EXt'CpLionally \\'('11 e~llipped 
flllll'ng illl' ()w'rhatl l ~lar('l1 nH(' of t\ I ill ,July 2.002 e.'< ('(-' I\(,1I1 
('OIH Hlinn liJrollgh(lIi1 S_~ 'i f}OO ,),( '1 0177']. f)7~J.-)'iH Ern:lil: 
Hay(a Brait IlwaiIPs.S.tg('hosl .('(). ttk 
.... mailto: l{ay(a,Hr..1i l hwnit (':->.Sag:d lo:-; I .C'o.llk> 

VEGA 15/17. One ()wO('r ::; iTW(, Ill'\\'. (;ood ('oll(l ilio li . Ill<'tal 
trailer, low out geiu, hasi<" ill:O:;:l nllllC'nls, GPS, parae-hute. 
llar~'tin at !i ll 2:;0 OIlO, "I ii", Pope 01,131 !j:J0177 - tKl70 
(i~I :J.~ 

GLASFLUGEL 304 1,'lapp" d 1,,\\ 1. ~ 1}( 'C(''''or to ~losquilo, 
LV ·n: I . Vil'\\, al.llll!' l lUllds B08\\'011h o r Tihl l('nhanl. ,) IO!)DO 
including I ra.il('r, inst nIlH(' IlI ~ & parachute. '['('I: U14;;0 4,jOfllG 
or () 1 :17~J ,-)H(i:1(i2 

~It\1BUS 2C 1000 Ilollr:->, 3R l laullchC' :;, be.autiful ~lid('r, 
l'X('(' lI l' lIl. cond itioll, fully ('quiPIWd. (iPS, IJU[;(Chul (', baro
graph, (IX.vgt'Il, riggi ng al ld low-oli l ~~);lI' (' le . .$2 1 OOa n i H). 'I'd: 
Ol2nr, (i7027G Email : Vbrilloll ~'i"dil'(,()ll. c(J .lIk 

PIK 2nD. Good ('ondlt ion , H'-)O hours. Full JlHnd illc. Dorgl-' Il 
B30 Flight I li n'c l 0 1', T&S\ radiu. ('iUrI{-'ra':-; , harll~rapl1 HfHI 
('om[> No. Fa('1 o ry Il'ail f..' r/l()w-out gear, ~tJ7;j(J Or !H';)r off!...'1' 

ror quick salr . llo lrllyd 1114~~ :WHi(,ti ( II' ) OI 'IH2 06,iH(il (E) 

PIRAT SZD 311, Beaulil'ul ,'ollriiLinll , Standard pane'!' all rig. 
ging aids, ,-;p<ln ' callopy, IlI'\\ CofA. No I raii<'r. I-Iangarrd at 
POit moak. .\llIstse l1 - IlC'\\, glide!" aITivill~ . S2200 fixf'd prin'. 
Td: 1I1: 18:l 7~271i7 

Ka6e ~t-'\V jJaJlc l. alll.llliniulll Irail('l'. l'i.lraC'I1III(', I)arograph, 
l iiZ~ing ,U1d tow-out aid.-;, .);J!)?')O. T(' I: OI7!J;1 7: 11 :lO4 or 0 17!1:3 
7,\0·1(-';3. or E-mai l: nSIlH·ll tj@··ha.lc).ow.t.Olll u r 
('hlis[oplu ' r.harJ"y Q! whkll.Ill'1 

PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTOR 

Lasham Gliding Society requires a fult ~ time Instructor to 

act as deputy to the eFt The successful applicant will 

have a Full BGA Rating (or international equivalent) and 

ideally a Stage 3 MGIR, He or she should have a compre

hensive gliding background which should include a 

proven cross-country track record. 


Tugging expe-r ience is not essential but could be an 

advantage-, 


This is a career post fo r the right person offering good 

employment conditions, good salary, flying allow ances 

and company pension . 


Please write or e·mail, including a personal 
and flying CV to: 

Mike Miller-Smith, cl o Lasham Gliding Society, 

Lasham Airfield, Alton, Hants GU34 SSS 


or mike@flyby.freeserve,co,uk 


Applications close 1st October 2000 

PIK ~()B 1!I7!. V(, ,)' ('h""p, ,ill,t .lRf,OO, Full panel 
AIlIlllinill1ll t raill ' !" 19!17. St'l' pllOlo 
hi t I)://hol11<' I. illt't.1 f'h·.dklko t'llJfOl'_sal('. ht 1111 
knhl (c1:posll.1t'\(' .dk 

Strong Enterprises 
Emergency parachutes 
Fully tested to TSO C-23b category c 

For details contact 
the UK Agent - Mike Woollard 
Tel : 01462-711934 
Mobile 07974-106190 
Email: aeromikew@aol.com 

Web site: hnp:llwww.pilotparachutes .co.uk 

Ka6C r, Good C:on(1.innn. t\ ('l'olm..-' ..md be ll.v hook:;, El('(.' tric. 
vario. Thull'. Tow out I,it. Tail do ll\'. 12 IlHHlltl'.'i corA 
(31)od ('ov(->red t ra il~r .s.:3(J!·J:i. "1'01: B~'llTi<' (H20']. :;R1()(j2. 
1)1 w{l avi(-'~{(l" bn-'aIIH ' n lai 1.11('1 

OLYMPIA 46:J, goud condition, metal Imil er, Pond illt:! 
XKlU, GPS;:i5, Co i'A October 20UO, S17f>tJ ono, '1',,1:- 111 ,/0:1 
t)! J1 7;,)2 

STANDAIID CI.RRUS, Excplll 'nt (""Hlilion, Ne\\ ('ol'A. 
Good pan(-' !. nps, radio, parH('hult.., tnW..f llll gt'ar. (,HI> 
trailPr. Sll (){)O. Tr'l : Ol!I04 701 5 'l orOl4 2:128251i 

DART 17R, Superh ('omlilion, all Tech Nol,'s complied w ith, 
full panel, harograph l OX'ygcll equipped. ExccJleni trailer, 
prinltcly owned Genuine 2 man dg. $.0.500 ono. Tel: o18ti!) 
:l37 1:39 ortlI2!l" 780-/7:j 

DG:JOO, wingIc'ls, 198;,), 9:10 huurs, "-1:10 laundu-:!...,. SlaJlllanl 
pan el + I30rgelt B2 1, 1.124 ,uHI B2~, Becker ,'\l~:120 I radio, 
Gal1l1in GPS 56, EW flight recorder i-llIfi TholH,L"i peU11l'illllp. 
Apac hl ' lin -top trai lpr. Td: 0'2870358196 

PIRAT tn7:1 (rood m; tal t raUer, Good rigg'illg aid,...;, 
parachute, XJ( 10 \,i:uio, avel"agt::.r, CofA April. 53250 011.0. Tpi: 
( II ) OI2!lG (;3 18:1:3 (W) 0 t 784 20(i;~19 

MOTORGLDER IS28 HO Ill'S '1"l'SN, Il1lllla~ulal e II lrollgll · 
o ut. Vp, Prop. Reu"ti.:ta!Jl c' gear. Fli) !J:j and tipoilers, radio. 
SOIlH-: ~pan's. t);'"'") kl cruise. A l1ml,' tal, park OIIL"iifi(' . X(:W CorA 
till ~"'Y O:!. £/(j ;jOO T,'I: 017:1ZAti027ti 

LIBELLE 2018. Gond condition, wale'l" h all iL'i[ 1puruc.h1.1 L(·' , 
barograph, good I1l~lal Lra.iJer, to w out. gear. :iDijOOUIIO. Tl"i : 
0 189,:; 8355 17 or 04 10 ZS8 I:J8 

AS\V20 Full palll'l, IighLWt~jght ITadt;r, parac tilll t..' (~ all COllI· 
petilioll kit. S In 000 OJ' IIIIIl \-vitl'l iL(,1ll8 n 'quired. Tel: 0 1451 
H44247 

ASKI3 in sopt"'riJ c()I1dili() I1. Prof('ssiOllally re.cove.red WId 

repailll ed lDDD plus new Canopy and skid. Now replaced uy 
K21. Heduced to ONLY ,1: 10950, Call 01008 ,,(i25H2, 

NIMBUS 3, ~;j , :'i nw tn' 'pall, l>llilll !J~7 , 1100 hrs, ,,"'('\/(' l1t 
('omlilioll , no i.l(Tidpllt.s1 filii paJwl, tillt ed l:llilOpy, OIW~ Jllan 

low-out kil , I) ('W ll H' lal trailer (Shir ~n(' \\'ton), fresh CorA , 
availablp no w, based Lasham. Only ~l :')00. Call Colin Short 
0 1420 80527 or 0,168 70442 or Email colin.snort@Virgin.net :> 

-
alld dr lail::;: 

E-mail: 

Kaf; CR Tot.ally rf'furhis lwd IDfH">, immaclllal(' ('onditioll. 
olll~' l ,")OO I:Llltlc lw s silH'(' originally fl ltll I lI.1'ac·1111'('. In<.:J IIf'ling 
OpCIl metal truilN. All o ffl'rs cunsidered. Oxford a rea. '1'£> 1: 
IIl!JU:l K22:j:12 

LS6(' l;,,)/17.nm, Cobra trailPI', appl'Ox ()(){JlII 'S, filII instruments, 
lot::; of l'XII'<L"i, good condilioll. 12 rnol1tils (' of A. S;i(iOOO 
( 11:~100/)~I) rllll kit 01' S;3~IJlXl llOaUO()OM) nil ir"tn llnputs. 
Pholll' U I ~2908():i:l() or t'll1ail Pl.'Ipr-H('iI;.. liaw(o·ll lsn.(, ()1l1 
<mai ll o:Pl 'll'J'-Rl'(bhaw(li'l ll.."iIl .C()J!l > 

DG400. Selr-Iaunching sailplane, Full pallel, Cubra, 
parachutc, oxygen etc. New:l )lear CofA. .\~I f) 000 Tt'I: O I ~70 

5S2;J~7 

Duo Dis('us, l m)1l: !J;jOlaunt.: hes, 1:350 hOlll'S,standiu'd Winl er 
inslnullcnb. oxygen, B('c.k('1' radio, LX4000. EL'I: Inmspon· 
dpr preparation, t::.ti lwhpe! , fill l.allk. Cohra ll'ilikr with solar 
baltery l'har;(I 'r, Dutch Guild"I" 22(J,()Q(),-, Td, '~ I ~(j:J2:;0327 
1 ~~ I(j;)a(j4~ )OIZ. E-nla il: joop('nrik(l1:wx::;.nl < l1l aill t) ~ioO IWn

lik(itw"Xs. ni..> 

TIle Perpetrator 
by /JQI);d ~fjllell 

\\<11\~ art! SL."il'n old Illen who, i ll [heir \'outh, had CI'(!w('d the 
I..ull'astcr bomber Ej\-D.J)og !lOW lhl' I<l I:g<.'1 of I/H.' jJel1)(llral(}r~ 
Had [hc~ hl'cn the intL'grator of an uIlS1H.·akah/(: crime which 
OCClllTt'll during war tinw?!larry " :hill', [h(: c.', win.:le.;s opcr;uor 
alld IOIl~ since retired polin' dClcrllvc i:.; dl'lennilll'd [0 Irack 
do\\11 [il c villain. Should he fa il to t!o ;;;o [hl' old 111m \\i11 knOWfH) 

pe tce durillg tJ ld r r('mai lli n'~ Yl'ars. 

rlw detl'cti\("s que.';1 takc,.; him far afidd [0 [hl' con ti nell t, 10 
I.olldoll'.-; murky undl'rworld and a 13(;.\ (aiding club. 'i'ihl'((l t'\l' l1 

the expertise ofBol1 Mel.can, Alidcr a~t.'f1 1 and repair men extraor
dillairl' is h:-lillcd h~ what I"\(' st'('s. 

\ llas.h hack takt'~ YIJll 10 a deadlyd()~ ngh tovcr (lie Irendl t'S of 
\\\\' I and a night raid d{'ep il1lo Germany during W\v2. lIow are. 
sllcheren ts rdatcd~ To disCC)\l~r thl' tru th I'l.';ul: "Til t, Pl'rpt!lr:ltor" 
at ~t, 14 ]l;X:p indusi rc. 

hom D. II. .Ilille", 27Smlli"I" /ld. , ulllCilsler L'II 4rs. 
7dJIIIX.0152135136 

International Sailplane Services 

Now with the British Pound at an all time high, sailplanes from Europe are at the lowest costs for years. 
Beware of the pitfalls possible and contact our company. With twelve years experience of importing gliders 
from around Europe and exporting them World Wide our office in Germany alway has about 300 Sailplanes 
for sale. Guaranteed service and delivery, excellent after sales service. 

No more travelling around, just to be disappointed. CONTACT THE SPECIALISTS. 


Simple as that, no travelling around sites, aircraft quality guaranteed, full back up service. 


Some gliders available from stock. PWS, Astircs, Nimbus 3T 


Terry Joint, No 8 Old Aylesfield Buildings, Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton, Hants GU34 4BY • joint.aviation@virgin.net 

Telephone: +44 (0) 1420 88723 • Fax: +44 (0) 1420 542003 
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http:joop('nrik(l1:wx::;.nl
http:l;,,)/17.nm
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rair /7 // 

~ 
1 Questen Mews, (opthorn~ Road, Crawley, W~st Sussex, 

England, RH10 3PA 

Tel: 01293 888185 • fax/Phone: 01293 881764 


* Having trouble with your releases? * 
* Want to change your own springs? * 
* Need a more cost effective release? * 
IINOW YOU HAVE A CHOICE" 
Change to the new CW "Ottfur" release 
* Now in service alter two years of extensive successful testing in 

dub two seaters 
* Tested to JAR22
* BGA AppfOved
* Manufac[Ured and supported in the UK
* Development of the original well tried and patente:d uOtlfUf ~ 

release
* Compatible with " Tost ~ rings
* Compatible with most modern glider release mountings
* In service continuation by .. on condition " inspection
* Supplied with service manual and [est report
* Recondition exchange service availa ble
* Spring kits with instructions 

Cont.ur Cair Aviation for full informa tion on the new CW flOftfur~ 

re leases and support for the original British Ottley MororsfSlingsby 
"OM" serie5 "Ottfur~ releases 

BLAN lK very good origillal (,·on tiilioll. Privatdy owned. Well 
insl l'lllll('nied. ( ~ ornl)lel(' witt I para('i 11 II ps, rig;.{ing aids, i.U1d 

ex('c'llpnl pl'ofl's,...;iollaUy llllil! RilllTlinitllll InLilpr. Compld(' 
Qlltli( or ,harc'.llasf'J 1111 0 1:]:-!2 S lOiil7 

T21b 1"1111 '"fA 2 tJ,JilPIX Tel: Ol 27H 722:335 

DART 17R Good cond ition, Borgelt Varin 13;;0, radio and 
parachut('. F.x('l'Ilc.nt Illotal trai ler. ColA S:;8(10. 1'«1: OHl08 
G7Gt)na 

AS'"' 19B ( 1080) 1-'1111 oilifil - Ue<lutiful cOlldilioll .uul w"L'\:{'fI 
caeh year, [)(-)O hours and 4 HI ialllH'ht's. Bw.;ir instJlllnf' IlC-, 
incilldi.ng mini T&S, c\('t lli(' vmio, EW plus parac!tul('. Tow 
ulll,~W~u'~Uld gla.'j~ skin, stp('j rranw IT<':dlpl". Vip\\! Sa.l1.by.. 'i.l ..I,5()(J 
ono1\+ Da\·c 011'-, !J2G7G,);,) 

AS'V 20L. German. GOfHI ~dl coat. Illst mlllen!,s includillg 
CPS, 720 mmo. ~ INal lrailcr. Ox.vgen. Full details Tel: 012;;5 
893!)70 

P'EGA...'iE lOla. ('xcdh'ltl condition. lolal rc-geJl IWJ7. full 
panc.l, 7:l0, GPS fm <i Chute, GHP t.railer, rigging and to\',· nUl 
g('ar. l1al'gain al.':) Hi 7,-)0. DG IOOg Ex{'('llelll condition, (larg'n 
<.:oC'kpil. 011(' pi In' ('alIUI)Y ami (·Ollve.ntiollal tailpla.m') pritC' 
dt~pen(klll on lUiplll('Ill. I30lh glid('r~ a vail able NOW vic \\' 
Ilattiesric il. 1'('1: 01284 Snlti6 

VE.RY NICE Ka6E H( '<':ovc-! J'cu Ih'painl('d. EI('(:lri c.; vaI;omc
1('f, radiI), t rail c l', CorA. S6250. KaSB Wings H'('()\'<'n'd, XK 10. 
CorA. '>29,,0. S('C and Ily at TIlF. PAliK 1\01: 0 HJ~,) S10678 

SF,27A. I:kL."ii(' inS1nllllCllts, XKIO \'ario & An~l"ager, ll'ail('r. 

parachll te, ColA 10 April ~OO I. S~,i()O. 1'<'1: 0 I Hi 24782RR 

GAR MIN GPS SYSTEMS 
I 2XL - 12 MAP - 11 - PLUS 

111 - PLUS 111 - PILOT, ETC. 

(AMELBAK DRINK SYSTEMS 
Insulaled. The best! Various sizes, from £22.99. 

PARAGLIDING and PARAMOTORING 
The UK's leading learn - all tuition is to British 


Association syllabus. 


SKY SYSTEMS LTD 
66 Woodbourne Avenue, Brighton BN I 8EJ 

rei (012731556695 • Fox: 01273 566330 
Emoil: olfice@,ky,y'tems.co.uk 

Online shop at: www.skysystems.co.uk 

Nimbus 2b. B('Ullliful gliclpf' in :j llpp rh l'ondilion. 
Fully eqllippNI: GPSlrl1ap. Parac'hllt(\ Barograph, Oxyg('n 
and :.xcpli('nt trailef. Flip::;, lik(' a drearn. 
£ 17 9fiO. F'llrt.hef in.fo <lnd pholograph~ 
ww w.rn'll 1. frp.('~('l'v e.<;o.lI kll)arrc.nsllage.html or ('all 
01772 (;!l7GO(). 

Nimbus 2CS. FhlilL hy Ilolighaus for him:-;e lf. N illlbll~ 3 per
fornmnC'f' with 2C IlandLing HI1(j Ilrakc~. l ;llinlnl c flexihilily, 
('un h(' flown as 20.:l lll :!C or al ~JIT1 for );;): 1 (nH';·L,.;ured). 
Uut.">lnnciing cond it ion. t.olally rc.fini:· lwd, fLilly ('quipped. 
.'i:!D 000. Flllthcr info and pholographs 
www.rren1.(reese.rve,co.uk/DarrenlSPage.html 01' ('all 
o12G 7 249J:)4. 

DART l7R. CI.lfG h("J()k, XKlO & averager, 'I'&S, radio, 
parachut e. oxygen, b<.U·ograph. to w out ge.ar, d gging aid~, 
trailN. £(jOOO. Tel: () IG()U fi l20G I (work) nI S(i" 7:J58;~J ( hol11~) 

PIRAT In7G, ('xcelll'nt condili(Hl, AIUlniniulll trailer. Jigging 
aids, barograph, filII panel, radio, new corA. )\'Ilist :;ell S:JtIOO 
0110. '1','1: 01224 740707 or 1I1~'11 H>34:lS;J 

Aviat Husky, eX('(-'lIf'nt comlilioll. IHO III' Ly('oming. llllill 
wua, lion hOllfS. dp1ails: w\\'w.fva.rwth-aat'hcn.de. E-~·fail : 
d.catrd n(a:gmx.d,,'ld.: +4q (OJ 171 2147G50 

MOSQUITO A 15 ,I'!et,-" nap. refillisJ,,' d, filII pallel, lIlylar 
staled, AluminiuOl Inlilpr. Ne-\l' (' uf AI (':~ c 'lI('nL c.ondilion 
througho ut £ IS !.JOO ono. ,IAN1'AR 2 Std. Re finished , 1'1111 
paiwi. flhI'Pgl<L'"iS 1 railt-r. new C of A e xcellent condition 
thruughout .\ II fiOO OliO. 1',,1 : Ol4 5J 73 1407 or 07S0(j KJOOGf1 

T21b dual scat glicit ' f. Rllyer c:ullct'ls. In good c!;mdition, 
requin':-i a nt' w CorA though. Offe.rs. '1'('1: 01280 8 1:{OD5 offtc(' 
110li1'S. OI H4 '1 ;\:1;:=;71') lWIl lf'. Email: Ipsli< •. lloyd<!{lcs(.o.Ilf.t.I.li< 

TURBO DlSCUS, Willgll'ts. Full il"tntl11(' uts alld 
lin -t.op trailer. All ill first cla..,s (·onciilion. 5...·1;) 000. 
Filii details and pi('(ul'Ps Oil website at; 
hlintf'met. ·omJ-e.nlin.llI:walllilH'. Tel..John C;a lloway. 01 5!J:l 
1'·l0202. 

Grob G109B - two seater motor 
glider. Excellent condition, 114 share for 
sale, friendly syndicate, Based Lasham. 
Becker Avionics, Channel Coms, VOR, 
ADF. 01372 842908, 

'~ 

~~~ 

Cotswold Gliders 

http://www.cotswoldgliders.co. uk 

HIGH QUALITY SPECIALIST WORK IN 
Carbon , kevlar and glassfibre, wood and metal. Alloy airframe repairs a speciality. 


All types of repair work undertaken, from minor trailer rash to large insurance claim. 

Kestre'I/Libelle rudder and aileron drive rebuilds, also NDT testing of rudder drive. 


Motor glider engine approval. Machining facilities for wing pins , axles, etc. Tig welding . 


If you require any of the above services, please contact us on any of the following 
Tel: Workshop 01993 779380 Fax 01993779380 


Email: office@cotswoldgliders.co,uk 

Mobile No. 07944 885117 


or The Old Dairy, High Cogges Farm, High Cogges, Witney, Oxon. OX8 6UN 


THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 

p~ 

Inuease your airtime 

The best of Ridge Soaring from 


Southerly through to North Easterly 


Scratch the Ridge with confidence 

Large Airfield at the base of the hill 


Scotland's Premier Training Site 

Training (ourses for 2000 


May to October 

Clubhouse accommodation , caravan and camping space 

Coli Irene on 01592 840543 

The Scottish Gliding Centre 


Portmook Airfield, Scotlandwell KY13 9JJ 

Web http://www,scottishglidingcentre,co.uk 


email: oHice@portmoak.force9.co.uk 


GLIDING OPPORTUNITIES IN SPAIN 
DISCUS B (wingletsl with Towing-Car available for 

rental , gives you the opportunily to fly over and fly 


from any centre . 


CROSS-COUNTRY TRAINING and Familiarisation 

Flighls with Nimbus 4DM 


For fUll information contact condor@grn.es 


1973 L-SPATZ. Privatdy OWII('<I . 4,30 hI" '11~ 2n. ~: 1 (;Iid('. 
Dl'iigh(ful handling. Enclosed traile r. S I ;iOO. n;s S l .'iOO! Tel: 
017G4 8 10647 

VENTUS b l5mJ16.£im wifh 1'\1\11<' 1lH'laitl"aih' l'. Heady l u tly 
with in.slnlllwllt..... and low-out g('~II'. EX(,l'llt'lll condilion 
£21 ;100. Te.k·phoIW . .JOI1 B:L'itin <'vrni ngs Oil OI:144 3G080;1 or 
(.-mail: ha ...tinic(aq.nlli~ 

oASW 19b - I;'ull,y cornpelilion ready. including aU in.:;lm
rncnLS. water ua.lIa$I, GPS, logge r, lowing aids, (·ame.ra, AM F 
traile r, ('(C' . Hl .... gP\lcd wing::; and tail. Whi1{'head. OI2~:~ 
:")~I(j;J 

AS\V20 l German ). c x('('llcI11 tT)!1( iilion . ('omp('( itioll rcady: 
720 radio) LX20 IGC loggPl'/mo\"ing llIapi airspuc'c, I.ow-out 
g..ar, 111('(al trailc'r £17000. OI4H:3 R:!,:;;l48 
('h r is.starkt 'y@':\( lIabtt.l.:l)\ll. 

SITlJATlONS VACANT 

TUG PILOT REQUIRED, Fulilinl<'. Apply Ill' 1",,1 nllll' 10 
Oa\,id Hicharcl.soll . Book('r Gliding ClulJ l Wy('ombe Ail' Park, 
~Iarlow, Bucks, SL7 :~I)P 

A 

GLIDING AT 


. ,. PORTMOAK? 

. Just 2 Illil", front th t' air 

tidd this cosy t~llllil)' run 
ho td olters 

THE L 0 M 0 N 0 [:IN E FOOl) :111<1 


COU 'NTRY INN REALALE 


~t reasonable prices. All roont' arc' en ",it" 

DI NNER lIED and BREAKFAST 


tro111 j)II.1I1l 


IAA 2STAR I / ..;..:.: 
ROSEITE ~"..:. ~. 

'Jr , '" 

KI NNESS WOOD I3Y LOLl-II EV t,N 

I'Fl tTHSI IIIU, I( Y U 7 11 N 


T ELE!'I IOi'. I~ 1l15()."! N-\1I2:; .' FACSIM IL E 01 ~IJ1 :1"' i1(1 1) . ~ 
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_______________________________________________ 

--.-NEW' TOW'BAR LAW' 
.OR ALL CARS .IO,STERID ...OM AUGUST 199. 

• Only EC Type Approvo:..od lowber... con be fitted 
• Exlensive range avoi lable - (also fo.- Pn:.~S RL'g mod~lj,l 
• Fllfing doe~ nol ofFot-oct the vehide warran ty. GuarontL·(:d For lifc 

See YI,.,lIow Pages. for YOUI- nQOrc~ s.pcciali sl filter or "lock i~ 1 

WinER TOWBARS, CHESTER CH 1 3LL 
Tck'Phonc~ 01244 341166 • Fox: 01244 341243 

Lake Keepit Soaring Club 
Our location on the border of the inland plains and 
the Great Dividing Range produces some of Australia's 
best year round gliding. Our friendly club atmosphere and 
State Park setting will make your visit memorable. 

Jim Stan ley Phone +61 267697514 Fa)( +61 267697640 
E-mail keepitsoaring@bigpond.com 

www.users.bigpond.com/keepitsoaring 

Beat the LS8s for far less money, LS6c 15W/18W 
New March 95, 600 hrs, Full panel with Sage vario, 
SOl C3, RC Allen Horizon, Oittel radio, Garminll, EW, 
oxygen, tow out gear and Schofield trailer, Full kit 
£37,000, Trailer, airframe and basic instruments 
£32,000, Hull only £29,500 or any other combina
tion/price considered, 

Tel Basil on 0116 2770159 or 0797 7274488 or 
Email: basil@basilhome.demon.co.uk 

Skyvvings 
IS the oil iclal monthly magazine of the 


Bril1sh Hang Gliding and Paragliding Associal1on. 

£27 per annum subscriptions from 


BHPA, The Old Schoolroom, Loughborough Road, 

Leicester, England LE4 5PJ. Tel: 0116 26 11322 


http: //test.ebrd.com!skywingSihome . ht m I 


from Ian McPhee, Australia 
BOOM MIC (450mm x 9mm \'J1th slrenglhened base) inc pre amp. 
Over 450 sold \'lorld':lIde. SA130 (39p"SA1) delivered to UK. 

760 Ch TRANSCEIVER 57mm mount. over 1000 sold wo~d
'lOde- ask a happy UK user 800m mlc harness & I'lorid del SA t 270 
(aPPlox (500) WI'i\'J.byronglidlng.com 

Fax (new) +61 266847942 or e-mail lankmcphee'i!ibigpond.com 
Tel +61 428847642 • PO 80x 657, 8yron 8ay, /;SW, 2481. Allst. 

r-----------------------------------------------,
Club soldout? 

You could ask 
them to order 
more-or try 

subscribing 

L 

I would like to subscribe to 6 issues of Sailplane & Gliding 


Please extend my current Sailplane & Gliding subscription by a further 6 issues 


,., starting with the issue 

My details are (please complete in block capitals) 
Name (Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms) 

Address 

Post code 

Tel no 

e-mail 

Payment details: £19.50 UK; US $43 (airmail); $33 (surface) 
I enclose a cheque/Postal Order/International Money Order for 

made payable to the British Gliding Association 

Please debit my Visa Access Mastercard Switch Solo 

Card number 

Valid from Expiry date 

Issue no (Switch only) 

Signature 

Date 

Send this form to: BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, LEICESTER LE1 4SE, UK 

tel + 44116 2531051 email beverley@gliding,co.uk 

or use the order form on our secure website at www.gliding.co.uk ~ > 

AIR EST SERllleES proposes his selection of gliders and motorgliders 
ONE SEATER 
Cirrus 1976 more trailer both middle condition , , ..... .. . . . . £5,_ 
Ka 6e 1971 and trailer all in nice condition , , , , . , . . . , .. , ..... £5,IOG 
Ka 6e needS(for France) new cover . , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , . , , , , . , D,SOG 
Ubel/e H 201 B without trailer good condition , . , , , , ... , . , .. £8,000 
Classflugel304 with trailer both as new , , , , , , , , , , , , , . , , , . £ '8,5OG 
Speed Astir and trailer UK registration both super condition , . £ II,SOG 
DC 4001986 very gooel condition no trailer , , , , , , ... , , , . , , £19,000 

TWOS••DR 
TWin Astir 1 C1031979 with trailer covered no fly since 10 
years needs to be overhauled, , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , . , , , , , £7,500 
SlIene 1984 open trailer very good condition, , , , , , . .. , , , , , £11,500 
MarIanne 1987 Very good cond, No trailer, , , , , , , , , , ,. , , , , , £18,000 
DC 500 M Excellent condition no trailer, . , . , , , , , , , , , , . , , , , £65,500 
Janus eM 1988 good condition no trailer, , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , £48,800 
RF 5 et RF 6, , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , . , , , , , , , , , , . , . , . Price on request 
SF 25 K2 Wheels, fOlding wings remaining engine hours 300. , . £21,000 

Information and photo on request 

Don't forget AIR EST SERVICES can find, for VOLl, in France, Germanv , , , the gliderlmotorglider of VOLlr dreams 


Pholle 00 :s:s:s 87 &:s 22 42 • Email air.est.serlliees@wtlllalloo.'r • Fax"" 33 38763 g, 48 

August - September 2000 65 
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COMPUTER lOGKE'EPING 
* GLIDING ClUB 

Comprehensive System 
includes Launch Point Logging, Membership, 

Treasurer, Statistics etc, etc.

* lOG BOOKS Glider or Power 
Personal logkeeping packages £25.00 each

* PC Glidelog Conversions £8.00 

Turnpike Technics 

73 Old Turnpike, Fareham, Hants, UK P016 7HF 


Tel/fax 01329 22 1992 • Credit Cards Welcome 
www: turnpike-technic.s.co.uk info@turnpike-technics,co.uk 

Also available from Nevynn International 01623 634437 

SF 25C Rotax-Falke 
THE IDEAL MOTORGUDER 
FOR TRAINING, SOARING, 
CRUISING AND AEROTOW 

SCHEIBE-FLUGZEUGBAU 

GMBH 


I)-H '122 1 Dach"lI. !\ug,,,t- I' r,,hz-Srr. 2;; 

'I'd : OO·i () HU I-720H5 or -720WI • Fax: -75('SlH 'i 


UK Contact: Peter Serge Fink 
Tel: 01293 885147 • Fax: 01293 873214 

Fed up with retrieves? 

Cut flights short or stay local when a 
retrieve crew is not available? 

Frustrated when good soaring 
conditions or wave are out of reach? 

Need to get home for tea? 

Then you need a turbo! 
No PPL needed. Simple engine handling 


Very low operating/maintenance costs 

A still air range of over 200 nautical miles 


Would you like to combine all this in a: 

VENTUSBT 
Excellen t condition· 4615: 7 best glide· 75 & 

76.5 metre tips. 15 metre winglers· 
Comprehensive instrument fit. Oxygen. fully 
fitted glass fibre trailer. All rigging and tow 

out aids. Absolutely ready to fly 

If so, contact Tony Leigh 
Office: 01246 555222 

Home: 01246 567041 


Ie:' 

Shenington Gliding Club offers Individual Tuition 
with Bruno Brown. Specialising in: 

CONfiDENCE BUILDING COURSES 

INSTRUCTOR WORK UP TRAINING 


GROUND STUDIES IN ALL GLIDING ASPECTS 


All courses will be tailored to your own requirements 
but will include : 

.! STALL APPRECIATION AND SPIN AWARENESS 

.! LAUN CH FAILURE RECOVERY TRAINING 

.! UNDERSTANDING THE DANGERS OF LOW FLYING 

"SAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE" IS GOOD 

SAFETY THROUGH 
UNDERSTANDING IS BETTER 

Talk to Bruno on 

01295258700 
e-mail: brunobrown@tesco.net 

KENT 	GLIDING CLUB 

~ 	Challock, 

Ashford,!k[ 
Kent 
K'e - N-Y TN254DRGLIDING CLUB 

~ North Downs thernwl/ridge site 
~ Friendly atmosphere 
;.,- Holiday cour~es - duys or weeks 
~ Gooci_ cheap fooci/accommociation 
> Beautiful. peaceful SU ITOltnciing~ 

> Comfortable licensed clubhou,e 
:»- Aeroto", anci Skyluunch winch 
:»- Caravan site and picnic area 
;.. Beginners and experts all wc!r;ome 

Tel: 01233740274 
Fax: 01233 740811 
Web site: www.kent-gliding-club.co.uk 

GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 

INSURANCE? 


Contact: 
Tony Fidler 

Glider pilot for 30+ years 
35+ years insurance 

experience 
Telephone/fax/write to: 

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 

Spalding, Lines PE12 90B 


Tel : 01406 362462 

Fax: 01406 362124 
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RD Aviation Ltd of Kidlington, Oxford, has been taken over in a 
deal that creates one of the largest sporting aviation pilot 
supplies/accessories companies in Europe. 
Airplan Flight Equipment Ltd (AFE), the well-known publisher and 
distributor of pilot supplies and training material, acquired RD 
Aviation Ltd in June. RD Aviation's Oxford base of operations will 
be retained and all existing RD staff, including co-founder D,ickie 
Feakes and sales manager AI Farmer, remain with the company. 
The tie-up with AF'E means that RD Aviat,ion can now offer an 
unparalleled range of products, with everything for the glider and 
sports pilot from the latest GPS, radio and flight recorder products 
to maps, books and penci'ls! RD Aviation can also now offer a 
wider range of services, ,including new carriage options. 
The first evident effect of the new ownershlip of RD Aviation was 
the launch of an all-new, full colour 80 page catalogue at Lasham's 
50th anniversary celebrations. 

RD Aviation Ltd 
25 Bankside 
Kidlington 
Oxford OX5 1 JE 

Tel: 01 865 841441 
Fax: 01865842495 
E-mail: sales@rdaviation.com 

mailto:sales@rdaviation.com
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2000 FAI -15 Metre Class - Germany 

Position 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 
12 
13 
14 
IS 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

Pilot 
A Horn 
K Bauder 
WMeuser 
MGrund 
ESommer 
HZemmel 
TTacke 
G Theisin Jer 
H Edelhoff 
H Bauer 
WSinn 

H Tronnier 
S Hahn 
P Folwill 
E Wehner! 
K Scholz 
P Eberhardt 
MLink 
R Mathar 
H Horstmann 
R Kuschel 

Glider Points 
Ventus 2 5759 
Ventus 2 5756 
Ventus 2 5697 
Ventu! 2 5583 
Ventu! 2 5484 
Ventus 2 5450 
Ventus 2 5132 
ASW27 5104 
Ventus 2 5016 
LS6A 5004 
Ventus 2 4918 
LS 8 4896 
Ventus 2 4876 
LS6C 15 4847 
ASW27 4797 
ASW27 4700 
ASW27 4646 
Ventus 2 4439 
ASW27 4414 
ASW27 4373 
ASW27 4315 
Ventus 2 4266 
ASW27 4098 
ASW27 3905 
Ventus 2 3775 
ASW27 3340 


